
 







 





 







 

 Dr. Earl Randolph Meyers was born in Alexandria, Louisiana on 

September 23, 1919 to Louis and Mary Cooper Meyers. He was the 
youngest of three brothers, Louis Evelyn and John Cooper Meyers. 

The family located to Fresno when he was just an infant and his fa-
ther Louis Meyers opened Louis Meyers and Sons Junk Yard on 

Neilsen Avenue, corner of Thorne and Divisadero Streets. The busi-
ness thrived as the three young brothers worked with their father. 

Young Earl's mother became gravely ill and Dr. Henry Wallace (the 

only Black doctor at that time) was called in to treat her. Witnessing 
the care given by Dr. Wallace inspired him to want to become a phy-

sician. Earl attended Edison High School but graduated from Fresno 
High School and was sent to Meharry Medical School in Nashville, 

Tennessee, one of only two medical schools for African-Americans 
during World War II. In 1945, he was accepted at Lincoln Hospital in 

Durham, North Carolina to complete his hospital internship for prac-

tical training, one of the few hospitals where African-Americans 
were admitted.  
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During this internship, Dr. Meyers met his future wife, 
Mattie Burton, who was to become his business partner 

and mother of his five children, Earl, Jr., Eric, Gayle, Mi-
chael and David. He followed his internship with a resi-

dency in Internal Medicine. In the meantime, Dr. Henry 
Wallace went out of practice in Fresno, leaving a void for 
an African-American doctor. Dr. Meyers' father, Louis, 

prevailed upon him to return to Fresno because many 
were so much in need of medical care and many doc-

tors across town were hesitant to accept minority pa-
tients. Louis Meyers bought the 1246 F Street building 
in 1946 to entice Earl to establish his medical practice in 

1947. While his practice flourished as Fresno's sole 
Black doctor, the United States became involved in the 
Korean Conflict and he was called in as a U. S. Army 

Captain being stationed at Camp Roberts, California. 
Living at 206 Strother Avenue, Earl and Mattie were ex-

pecting their fourth child which allowed Dr. Meyers to be 
discharged from the army. In 1951 he moved into a larg-
er office at 1129 F Street. As the practice had begun to 

become overwhelmingly large, Dr. Meyers successfully 
encouraged a number of African American physicians to 

establish their medical practices in Fresno.  
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By 1959, Dr. Meyers relocated his practice into a newly built medi-

cal center of his design at 444 Fresno Street. The facility also pro-
vided offices for two other physicians in addition to an on-site 

pharmacy and clinical laboratory. He practiced medicine in Fres-
no until 1975. Dr. Meyers married Karin Black Butterfield and left 

Fresno to retire in Pebble Beach on 17 Mile Drive. Not one to ever 
be idle, he established three medical practices in the Monterey 

and Salinas areas. In a decision to move to Oregon, they sold their 

house just before the huge fire that destroyed many homes there. 
In Oregon, they first moved to Port Orford and established a medi-

cal practice. About a year later they moved up the coast to Ban-
don, where he established yet another thriving medical practice. 

He gave up the Bandon practice to move to Coos Bay where he 
went into semi-retirement (again) only to become head emergen-

cy room physician. Later he assisted physicians in the Northwest 

United States, filling in as a substitute physician which took him 
as far as Adak, Alaska and King Cove in the Aleutian Islands and 

to Indian Reservations in Oregon and California.  Always on the 
move, his health became a major issue and at the insistence of 

his loving and devoted wife, Karin, Dr. Meyers FINALLY retired at 
the age of eighty-six. On August 11, 2014, Dr. Meyers suffered a 

heart attack and was hospitalized at Bay View Hospital. While 

there he celebrated his 95th birthday and kept insisting that he 
was well enough to go home. His condition deteriorated and on 

October 1, 2014 he died with Karin holding his hand. His minister 
son, Michael and granddaughter, Susan, were there to comfort 

him as he went to sleep in Christ, surrounded by is sister-in-law 
Peggy and other family members.  



 

 Dr. Meyers was preceded in death by his parents, Louis and 

Mary (Cooper) Meyers and his two brothers, Louis Evelyn Mey-
ers and John Cooper Meyers. Dr. Earl Randolph Meyers Sr. is 

survived by his loving and caring wife of 44 years, Karin, Coos 
Bay, Oregon; his five children by Mattie B. Meyers of Fresno; Earl 

R. Meyers Jr. and his wife Shirley Fresno, Eric Meyers his wife, 
Tammy of Baltimore, Maryland, Gayle Weerasekera her husband, 

Chandra of Fresno, Minister Michael R. Meyers Sr. his wife Gloria 

of Grand Prairie, Texas and David K. Meyers of Fresno; one Step-
Son Calvin Butterfield Jr., his wife Christy of Fresno, Dr. Meyers 

is also survived by (12) grandchildren: Earl III, Marc, Eric, Jr., 
(and) Jonathan Meyers, Hoesa Demery Jr., Jennifer & Brittany 

Stafford, Sharon Mattie Revis Green, Captain Michael R. Meyers 
II, his wife Captain Aida, Susan, Benjamin and Joseph Meyers; 

nine (9) great-grandchildren: Eddie III and Tahner Green, Alex 

Mckinzie, Aliza, Avianna, Amelia, Benjamin II, and Marcus Mey-
ers, Nicolas Demery, and one (1) step great granddaughter Katie 

Butterfield; one niece, Sharon Louise Meyers White Kincey, (3) 
nephews, Rene, his wife Sharon, Joseph and John Stephen 

(Steve) Meyers his wife, Michelle; and a host of loving relatives 
and friends. 



























 

 



 

 



 





 

 











Dr. Earl and Karen Meyers                          
Bandon, Oregon                                         
Married 47 Years 
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