
 

2600 Fresno Street, Room 3043 
Fresno, California  93721-3604   
(559) 621-8003 
www.fresno.gov 
 

Planning and Development Department 
   

 
 
To:       Jennifer Clark, AICP, Director 
 
From:   Mike Sanchez 
            Assistant Director 
 
By: Alicia C. Gonzales 
            Historic Preservation Specialist 
 
Re:       Emergency Demolition Permit# B21-16224 for HP#39 Hewitt House 

 located at 175 N. Diana Street, Fresno, CA 93701 (APN 45933302) 
 
 
Jennifer, Pursuant to Fresno Municipal Code (FMC) Section 12-1617 (e ) the Director of Development 
may approve the issuance of a demolition permit of a historic resource if the removal “is immediately 
necessary to protect the public health, safety or general welfare…” 
 
The Hewitt House (HP #39) sustained substantial damage in a fire which was reported on Thursday 
May 13, 2021.  Code Enforcement and the Fire Department responded immediately for review; 
attached are documents provided by both departments.  Code Enforcement, the Fire Department, and 
the City Attorney’s Office are in consensus that the building meets the definition of a public nuisance 
and a threat to public safety and should be demolished immediately.  The owners have requested this 
action.  
 
Regarding this proposed action Historic Preservation staff has been in cross-departmental discussion 
with Jennifer Clark Director of Development, Mike Sanchez Assistant Director, Douglas Sloan City 
Attorney, Erica M. Camarena Chief Assistant City Attorney, Christina Roberson, Assistant City 
Attorney, Charles Clark Building Services Manager and Juan Reynaga Supervising Plans Examiner. 
 
Historic Preservation staff conducted a site visit on December 8, 2021, see attached documents for 
photos and assessment.  Historic Preservation Staff found that all the windows and doors have been 
boarded closed with plywood.  The front porch has sustained significant fire damage beyond repair 
and most of the exterior façade is gone; except for some sporadic paneling, the structural integrity of 
the building on the interior is unsalvageable and unstable.  The roof has burned away, and the fire has 
removed many of the character defining features of this building.  Although a chain-link fence has 
been erected, there are clear signs of trespassing, debris and garbage waste throughout the property, 
a hole has been cut in one section of the fence and the fence has been removed from the rear yard 
altogether.  Historic Preservation staff agrees with the findings from Code Enforcement and the Fire 
Department and recommends the immediate issuance of the demolition permit for HP#39 the Hewitt 
House located at 175 N. Diana Street (APN 45933302) as it is a public nuisance and threat to public 
safety.  Additionally, Historic Preservation staff would encourage the applicant to consider salvaging 
the original (8) wood posts and remaining brackets which remain supporting the fire damaged rear 
wrap-around porch. 
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 Attachments: 

• Site Map
• DPR Form, HP#39 Hewitt House
• Resolution for Hewitt House [1979]
• Fresno Fire Department Incident Report,
• Code Enforcement Report Case ST Case# E21-05241 [11/29/2021]
• Historic Preservation Condition Assessment & Photos [12/08/2021]
• Demolition Permit Application #B21-16224 [11/12/2021]
• Bill No. B-40 [2021]
• List of authority and code compliance [2021]
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Location Map of HP #39 Hewitt Home 
175 N. Diana Street[b. 1891] (APN 45933302)
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175 N DIANA 
ST
Case #: E21-05241       APN: 459-333-02
Case Type: 

Date: 5/14/2021 6:52:20 AM



Date: 5/14/2021 6:52:54 AM



Date: 5/17/2021 8:23:18 AM

Sleeping arrangements in basement appear new and

show no signs of fire damage or debris. TDS

Date: 6/18/2021 12:14:27 PM

Property open at south-west corner. TDS
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Date: 6/18/2021 12:15:40 PM

Indications of person(s) living in basement of multiunit

dwelling. Recovered stripped electrical wire, razor
blade, metal detector and hypodermic needles from
basement. TDS

Date: 6/18/2021 12:18:11 PM

Multiunit dwelling severely damaged by fire found

open at multiple locations and indications of person(s)
scavenging materials from what remains. TDS

Date: 7/22/2021 11:41:20 AM

Interior of backyard where temp fence panel has been

cut at alley. TDS

Date: 8/5/2021 11:14:45 AM

North unit. TDS
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Date: 8/10/2021 1:48:10 PM

Transients inside north unit. TDS

Date: 8/10/2021 2:04:56 PM

FPD responding to call for assistance due to person in

basement and previous unmarked law enforcement
seeking person of interest due to recent stabbing in area.
TDS

Date: 8/18/2021 10:31:55 AM

Property occupied by man with bike sitting at basement

access in west backyard. TDS

Date: 8/27/2021 2:33:04 PM

Open/unsecure west fence at alley. TDS
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Date: 9/24/2021 11:16:08 AM

Interior of west unit occupied by sleeping couple. TDS

Date: 10/25/2021 10:08:22 AM

Cut opening remains in temporary fence at north-east

corner of property. TDS

Date: 10/25/2021 10:09:53 AM

Temporary fence panel left open at north elevation.

TDS



Weather:

IN NI NP RR

Ground
Side elevations and rear 
yard Foundation Red Brick minimal charring or fire damage intact

Possible age, but none 
from the fire x

Stone, Brick, Wood, Concrete, Mortared, Unmortered, 
Post, Pier, Continuous, Sill , Skid

Ground Public Pavement, roads, walkways Intact No X

Ground Rear yard Walls or Fences
Missing boards , rear property line fence (near ally) 
removed, relatively intact Yes X

Unclear if boards have been removed prior to the fire or 
from trespassing.  Fence is standing and appears to be 
aged but still functional and mirrors many of the fences 

Ground Front, Rear, Side Landscaped vegetation

Entirety of yard covered in debris, garbage, refuse and 
char from the fire.  Front yard and side yard tree has 
sustained fire damage, front yard palm appears to be ok. Yes X

It appears from the fire, trespassing and dumping the 
front, rear and side yards are covered in garbage and 
charred materials from the home.  The front and rear 

First Front, Rear, Side Exterior Siding

Front façade is gone, the side and has some fire damage 
but the horizontal siding is still present, however the 
interior walls of the building are burnt severely.  Rear Yes X x Front siding fire burned away, Rear siding is intact

First Roof Roof Burned Away Yes x Fire has burned the entire roof away

First
Front, Rear, Side 
Elevations Windows (Ext) Boarded up and missing Yes X

The visible window frames have no windows, however 
plywood does cover where the windows would have been.  
Unclear on the status of the windows which are boarded 
shut

First Rear Elevation Porch
Burned roof, and many of the features burned away.  
Railing still intact but aged and damaged Yes X

This home had a beautiful rear porch.  The porch post and 
brackets are intact and in place and can be salvaged.  The 
railing is intact but damaged from age and poor 
maintenance.  Floor of the porch appear to be in similar 
condition.

Floor Location Feature Physical appearance and Condition Comments

First
Front, Rear, Side 
Elevations Doors

Front elevation severely fire damaged the door has been 
burned away.    Side yard door is missing, appears to have 
been removed/plywood cut away.  Rear patio doors Yes x

Rear porch doors are open and either could not be 
boarded up or have been removed

First Interior Ceiling
Severely Fire Damaged- Unable to access due to safety 
conditions Yes x Not present, the entirety of the roof is gone and the ceiling

First Interior Floor
Severely Fire Damaged- Unable to access due to safety 
conditions Yes x

Unable to access however from the exterior the floors 
appear to be severely damaged if not gone in many 
locations.  Except the rear porch.

First Interior Wall and Coverings (Int)
Severely Fire Damaged- Unable to access due to safety 
conditions Yes x Unable to access

First Interior Paint Color(s)
Severely Fire Damaged- Unable to access due to safety 
conditions Yes x Unable to access

First Interior Framing
Severely Fire Damaged- Unable to access due to safety 
conditions-  Yes x

Visible as a result of the fire, the framing appears to be 
wood, but has been torched by fire and is unstable

First Interior Hardware & fixtures
Severely Fire Damaged- Unable to access due to safety 
conditions Yes x Unable to access

update 07/22/2021

Comments

Roof: Entirely burned away, nonexistent 
Inspected (IN), Not Inspected (NI), Not Present (NP), Repair/Replace (RR)

Inspection Status 
Floor Location Feature Physical appearance and Condition Damage

PERMIT # ___B21-16224____

Planning & Development: Historic Preservation 
Overall physical appearance and condition of the structure

Exterior: Severely fire damaged exteriorly on every elevation and surface.  Unsalvageable.  Debris, garbage, trash throughout the yard and not specific to the fire.  Both front and rear yard appear to had significant trespassing and dumping.  Appears people 
have dumped garbage throughout the property.  Chain-link security fence surrounds the property but has holes cut into it and is not secure.  Rear chain-link fenced piled and removed entirely.  Safety Hazard!  Rear porch post, brackets are still intact and in 
place

Interior: Although unable to go into the structure the burn from the front and rear yard is so severe you can see interiorly.  The structural integrity of the building is unstable and highly dangerous.  Fire has raged throughout the building and have left no 
architectural character.

EMERGENCY & DISASTER Condition Assessment/Site Visit

Attendees: Alicia C. Gonzales, Historic Preservation Specialist, COF Planning Department

Arrival time: 14:00
Address: _______175 N. Diana St___________[b._1890_](APN 4459-333-02 ) HP #___39____ Common Name:___Hewitt House_______________

Date:__12/08/2021___

Departure time: 14: 50
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List of Authority, Duties and Powers and Code Compliance 
 
The City of Fresno’s General Plan which was adopted in 2014 states in HCR-2g: 
 

Demolition Review. Review all demolition permits to determine if the resource 
scheduled for demolition is potentially eligible for listing on the Local Register of 
Historic Resources. Consistent with the Historic Preservation Ordinance, refer 
potentially eligible resources to the Historic Preservation Commission and as 
appropriate to the City council. 

 
FMC Section 10-605 (a) which details a Public Nuisance provides: 
 

Rubbish or junk, including but not limited to refuse, garbage, scrap metal or 
lumber, concrete, asphalt, tin cans, tires, and piles of earth. 
 

FMC Section 10-608 outlines the Notice and Order. 
  
FMC Section 10-608 (a) 

 
Issuance: Whenever the Director has inspected or caused to be inspected any 
property and has found and determined that conditions constituting a public 
nuisance exists thereon, the Director may serve a notice and order…  
 

FMC Section 10-609 (a) provides: 
 

Whenever the Director determines that a public nuisance is imminently 
dangerous to life, health, safety, or adjacent property such that it requires 
immediate correction or elimination, the Director may remove or otherwise abate 
the public nuisance without prior notice to the responsible person. The Director 
shall pursue only the minimum level of correction or abatement as necessary to 
eliminate the immediacy of the nuisance, including but not limited to 

FMC Section 12-1606(a) (2) which details the Duties and Powers of the Commission 
provides that: 

 
The regulation of exterior alterations visible from a public right-of-way including 
demolition, relocation and new construction, and interior alterations which would 
affect the significance of Historic Resources or Historic Districts. 

 
FMC Section 12-1616 provides that: 
 

When a designated Historic Resource has been demolished or relocated outside 
the city limits or when its designation has been rescinded pursuant to the 
provisions of this article, the Secretary, upon notice thereof, shall cause such 
resource to be deleted from the Local Register of Historic Resources and from 
the Historic Property Data File for Fresno County maintained by the State Office 
of Historic Preservation. The Secretary shall also cause a Rescission of 



Designation to be recorded with the County Recorder. Upon such deletions and 
such rescission, the provisions of this article shall not be deemed to encumber or 
otherwise restrict the use of such property. 
 

FMC Section 12-1617 outlines the Historic Permit Review Process. 
 
FMC Section 12-1617 (c) provides that:  
 

Any application or proposal which proposes the substantial alteration of an 
Historic Resource shall also be referred to the Director of the Development 
Department for environmental review. No hearing shall be held by the 
Commission for applications or proposals to demolish, grade, remove or 
substantially alter the Historic Resource until such application or proposal has 
undergone environmental review in accordance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act. 
 

FMC Section 12-1617( e) provides that: 
 
  Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the Director of the 

Development Department from issuing a building permit if he or she determines 
that demolition, removal, or substantial alteration of the Historic Resource is 
immediately necessary to protect the public health, safety, or general welfare. 

 
FMC Section 12-1617 (g) provides that:  
 

After consideration of the final environmental document, all evidence and 
testimony, the Commission shall have the authority to approve, deny or approve 
with modifications, any application or proposal. 

 
FMC Section 12-1617 (h) provides that:  
  

No application or proposal shall be approved or approved with modifications 
unless the Commission makes the following findings:  
(1)The proposed work is found to be consistent with the purposes of this article 
and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards, not detrimental to the special 
historical, architectural, or aesthetic interest or value of the Historic Resource; or  
(2) The action proposed is necessary to correct an unsafe or dangerous 
condition on the property; or 
(3) Denial of the application will result in unreasonable economic hardship to the 
owner. In order to approve the applicant, the Commission must find facts and 
circumstances, not the applicant’s own making, which establish that there are no 
feasible measures that can be taken that will enable the property owner to make 
a reasonable economic beneficial use of the property or derive a reasonable 
economic return from the property in its current form; or  
(4) The site is required for a public use which will directly benefit the public 
health, safety and welfare and will be of more benefit that the Historic Resource.  



(5) For applications for relocation of an Historic Resource, the Commission shall 
find that one or more of the above conditions exist, that relocation will not destroy 
the historical, architectural, or aesthetic value of the Resource and that the 
relocation is part of a definitive series of actions which will assure the 
preservation of the Resource. 

 
 In addition, in November 2002 the Planning and Development Department adopted a 
policy which required that all demolition permits be reviewed for “historic significance.”  
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