
 

Miguel Arias 
City Councilmember, District 3 

 
 

NOTIFICATION OF APPOINTMENT 

TO BOARD OR COMMISSION 

 

 
TO:   Todd Stermer - City Clerk and Planning Department 

 

 BY:   Councilmember Miguel Arias 

 

 

_____   Reappointment 

 

__X_   New Appointment 

 

_____   Name of person replaced: 

 

 
 

Name:   Matias G. Bernal 

 

Address:   

 Home Phone:   

Appointed to:  Immigration and Resident Affairs Committee 

Term:    At the pleasure of the Councilmember 

 

 

 

12/02/2024 



Submit Date: Mar 11, 2024

First Name Middle
Initial

Last Name

Email Address

Home Address

City State Postal Code

Primary Phone Alternate Phone

City of Fresno Boards & Commissions
Application Form

Profile

Which Boards would you like to apply for?

Immigration and Resident Affairs Committee: Submitted

What district do you live in? *

 District 3 

Briefly explain why are you interested in serving on this board or
commission?

As an undocumented queer immigrant, I am confident in my ability to offer valuable
guidance on how the city can enhance its provision of responsive and culturally sensitive
services to our immigrant community. Currently serving as the Executive Director of the
Education and Leadership Foundation, I oversee a Latino-founded organization dedicated to
promoting equitable education and immigration support within our community. Our
organization is committed to providing comprehensive immigration services, facilitated by
Department of Justice representatives and specialized immigration attorneys proficient in
affirmative and removal defense cases. Within our education department, we offer vital
assistance to undocumented youth as they navigate the complexities of college access.
Through our Empowerment Fellowship program, we provide financial stipends and ongoing
academic support to empower these individuals. My dedication to advancing responsive
measures by the city and county for newcomers stems from a deep-seated concern for their
well-being. I have actively participated in initiatives such as the asylum response for recent
Venezuelan asylum seekers, further solidifying my commitment to advocating for the rights
and needs of our immigrant population.

Educational background, Schools Attended, Degrees and Certifications

I graduated from McLane High School in 2006, obtained my Bachelor's degrees in Spanish
Literature, English Literature, Criminology, and Political Science from California State
University, Fresno in 2011. Following that, I earned my Master's degrees in Criminology and
Psychology from California State University, Fresno in 2012. Currently, I am on track to
complete my PhD in Organizational Psychology from the University of Irvine in 2024.

Matias G Bernal

fresno CA

Mobile: Business: 

Matias G Bernal
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