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ITEMS OF 
DISCUSSION

• Project Purpose, Background, 
Overview

• Community Engagement
• Prioritization
• Selected Trail Corridors
• Staff Recommendation
• Next Steps
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PROJECT 
PURPOSE 

and GOALS

• Address community desire for Class 
I bikeways (multi-purpose trails) in 
disadvantaged communities, as 
identified through the Active 
Transportation Plan (ATP)

• Identify and develop grant-ready 
projects for approximately 5 miles 
of trail
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PROJECT 
BACKGROUND

• Funded by Caltrans Sustainable 
Transportation Planning Grant Program 
(Sustainable Communities) with local match 
from Measure C Trails Funding

• First step in implementation of Class I 
bikeways recommendations from ATP 
(166 miles of unfunded trails)

• Used City’s Active Transportation 
Prioritization Tool to develop a high priority 
list of corridors

• Studied feasibility of selected trail 
corridors, developed concept designs and 
estimates for grant applications
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
SUMMER 2019 

Public Engagement, 
Feasibility Analysis, 

Concept Development

FALL 2019

Draft Plan, Public 
Comment

WINTER 2020

Final Plan and 
Adoption

SPRING 2019

Plan Review, Data 
Collection, Prioritization
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT HIGHLIGHTS
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5

• 5 community meetings throughout Fresno
• Spanish and Hmong translation and interpretation
• Meetings drew a range of abilities, ages, interests, backgrounds
• Attendees: people who bike for fitness, for fun, to commute; people who walk for 

fitness

1
• One Walking Tour on the McKenzie Trail
• Format was a great way to discuss issues
• Neighbors were enthusiastic and supportive

64+
• Trail Advisory Committee met twice and provided valuable input
• Over 60 community participants (over 90 including advisory committee members)



WHAT WE 
LEARNED:

Major topics and 
themes
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Safety on 
and 

across 
roadways

Received input on 
how people use 
trails

Community 
Priorities

Barriers 
to walking 

and 
biking

Desire for 
more 

regular 
main-

tenance

Shade, 
drinking 

fountains, 
seating

Some concerns, but 
primarily eagerness 
to see projects 
completed

More 
amenities

Received 
input on 
desired 
amenities



PRIORITIZATION FACTORS 
from ATP Prioritization Tool

 Accessibility (all ages and 
abilities)

 Equity 
 Community-identified 

Priorities 
 Vehicle Ownership/access

ACCESS AND EQUITY

 Existing and Future 
Network 

 Schools, Public Transit 
 Parks, Key Destinations
 Regional Significance 
 Place Type 

CONNECTIVITY

 Bicycle/Pedestrian 
Collisions 

 Potential for Mode Shift 
and Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction 

 Population Density

TRAFFIC CONTROL, MODE 
SHIFT, AND USER COMFORT
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PRIORITIZATION 
RESULTS
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• Diverse results between each 
set of criteria (map to map)

• City staff evaluated highest 
ranking corridors and 
recommended projects

• Recommendations vetted with 
Trail Advisory Committee

(Lowest)

(Highest)



Selected Trail Corridors
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• One bankside trail 
segment along the 
Herndon Canal

• Four connected corridors 
selected to leverage 
TCC-funded trail projects 
and to create network in 
Southwest Fresno



PROPOSED FACILITY TYPES
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• Class I Trails (multipurpose 
trail/sidepath) on all corridors

• Class III Bike Route (Bike 
Boulevard) on Merced Street

• Class IV Separated 
Bikeways on short segments 
of Church and Jensen 
Avenues

• Retained existing Class II 
bike lanes on most corridors



CORRIDOR A: Herndon Canal
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Class I Trail, 1.1 miles
from Hughes Ave to Fruit Ave 
BENEFITS
Increased bicycle/pedestrian 
connectivity to neighborhood, schools, 
and shopping areas, increased 
recreational space
ESTIMATED COST
$2.8 to $4.4 million (two crossing 
options)
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CORRIDOR B: Kearney Boulevard
Class I Trail, 1.3 miles
from West Ave to Fresno St

BENEFITS
Connections between Downtown and 
Southwest Fresno, including schools 
and bike lanes
ESTIMATED COST
$4.3 million
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CORRIDOR C: Thorne Avenue and Merced Street
Class I Trail and Bike Boulevard, 0.92 miles 

Thorne Ave from California to Merced St, 
Merced St from Thorne Ave to B St

BENEFITS
Connections with Kearney Blvd trail, SW 
Fresno Trail (Fanning Ditch/TCC), 
Downtown Fresno

ESTIMATED COST
$1.1 million
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CORRIDOR D: California/Walnut/Belgravia – Hinton Park Connector
Class I Trail, 0.96 miles 

California Ave from Thorne Ave to Walnut Ave, Walnut Ave from 
California Ave to Church Ave, Belgravia from Walnut Ave to 
Fairview Trail/Hinton Park

BENEFITS

Connections to SW Fresno Trail (Fanning Ditch/TCC), Fairview 
Trail, and future Fresno City College West Career Technical 
Center, as well as library, middle schools, high school

ESTIMATED COST

$3.0 to $3.4 million (two design options)
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Corridor E: Church and 
Jensen Avenues
Class I Trail, 1.0 miles. Two segments, both from 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard to East Elm 
Avenue

BENEFITS

Connects to/ extends trail to future Fresno City 
College West Career Technical Center, MLK, Jr. 
Blvd activity center, trails, and park

ESTIMATED COST

$2.8 million



STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION

• Accept the Fresno Trail Network 
Expansion Feasibility Plan and 
adopt the corridor prioritization 
recommendations
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NEXT STEPS
• If Council adopts this Plan today, 

Public Works Department will 
pursue grant funding 

• Concept plans, concept-level cost 
estimates, and feasibility analyses 
are complete and grant-ready
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QUESTIONS
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General Plan 
Amendment

Class I Paths and Trails 
in conjunction with 

adoption of ATP
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Amended Figure MT-2



Path and Trails
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Figure MT-2



Path and Trails
Class I Paths and Trails 
(Existing and Proposed)
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Figure MT-2



Access and 
Equity 

Scoring Guide
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Connectivity
Scoring Guide
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Traffic Control, 
Mode Shift, 

User Comfort
Scoring Guide
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