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Commissioner - Scott Miller

4:00 PM Council Chambers

Parks, Recreation, and Arts 

Commission

Monday, October 6, 2025

Special Meeting

The Cultural Arts Grant Fund Subcommittee of the Fresno Pars, Recreation, and 

Arts Commission met in special session in the Council Chamber, City Hall, on the 

date and time above written.

1.      Call to Order

Vice Chair Ward called the meeting to order at 4:12 P.M.

2.      4:12 P.M. Roll Call

3.      Approve Agenda

On motion of Commissioner Dohlin, seconded by Commissioner 

Miller, the AGENDA was APPROVED. The motion carried by the 

following vote:

Aye: Vice Chair Ward, Commissioner Dohlin and Commissioner 

Miller

3 - 

4.      Approval of Minutes

4.-A. ID 25-1360 Approval of the Subcommittee Meeting Minutes of September 16, 2025.

On motion of Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner 

Dohlin, that the minutes of September 16, 2025, be APPROVED. The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Vice Chair Ward, Commissioner Dohlin and Commissioner 

Miller

3 - 
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5.      Member Updates

Commissioners Miller and Dohlin had no updates for the Subcommittee.

Vice Chair Ward read a statement into the record responding to the public 

calls for transparency, accountability, equity and change.  She announced 

the meeting was being held to publicly share the information the 

Subcommittee received from each applicant that identified the zip codes 

and narratives submitted about the areas served by the organizations and 

projects.  The full text of the statement read by Vice Chair Ward are 

attached to these minutes as "Attachment 1" and incorporated herein.

6.      Action Items

6.-A. ID 25-1361 Proposed Funding Allocations for EAAC Grant Awards.

Discussion of the above item began at 4:28 P.M.  

Upon call, the following people addressed the Subcommittee:  Maggie 

Curtis; Carolyn Thomas; Julia Copeland; Lylian Banderas for Hugo Morales; 

Joe Catania; Joseph Rodriguez; Ashley Mireles Guerrero; Stephen Wilson; 

Johannus Reijnders; Alicia Rodriguez; Cami Cipolla; Christina Soto; Kiel 

Lopez-Schmidt; Dallas B.; Susan Filgate, and; Smiley.  The public comment 

period closed at 5:00 P.M.

On motion of Commissioner Dohlin, seconded by Commissioner 

Miller, to RECOMMEND the proposed awards to the Parks, Recreation 

and Arts Commission for consideration and action. The motion carried 

by the following vote:

Aye: Vice Chair Ward, Commissioner Dohlin and Commissioner 

Miller

3 - 

7.      Discussion Items

7.-A. ID 25-1362 Discussion of Appeals of Proposed EAAC Grant Awards and Potential 

Appeals Criteria Modification in Future Guidelines Update.

The above discussion began at 5:01 P.M.

Upon call, the following people addressed the Subcommittee:  Christina 
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Soto; Johannus Reijnders; Kiel Lopez-Schmidt, and; Erin Byrd.  The public 

comment period closed at 5:11 P.M.

During his comments, Johannus Reijinders requested transcripts and 

recordings from past meetings concerning EAAC Grants.  City Attorney Janz 

stated he would connect with Mr. Reijinders and provide him with 

information concerning his request.

Subcommittee discussion on the above item included: the Parks, Recreation 

and Arts Commission displeasure of the current appeal criteria language 

which had been approved by the Fresno City Council; the Subcommittee 

requirement to adhere to the current appeal criteria language, and; 

alternative appeal criteria language that could be adopted when it was time 

to revise the guidelines.

The above item was for discussion only and no action was taken by the 

Commission.

8.      Adjournment

Vice Chair Ward adjourned the meeting at 5:13 P.M. in memory of Dr. 

Francine Oputa.
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