




  
January   27th,   2021   
Fresno   City   Council   
  

Public   Comment   RE:   Agenda   Item   #21-162   
  

Dear   Council   President   Chavez   and   Councilmembers,     
  

Thank   you   for   the   opportunity   to   submit   comments   on   Agenda   Item   #21-162:   Annual   Action   
Plan   Public   Hearing.   As   you   may   be   aware,   Leadership   Counsel   for   Justice   and   Accountability   
works   alongside   some   of   the   most   impacted   communities   to   advocate   for   sound   policy   and   
eradicate   injustice   to   secure   equal   access   to   opportunity   regardless   of   wealth,   race,   income,   and   
place.     We   work   with   community   leaders   throughout   Fresno   City   on   various   issues   such   as   
affordable   housing,   essential   transit   services,   safe   walking   paths,   and   the   right   to   live   free   from   
industrial   pollution   with   infrastructure   that   supports   healthy   lifestyles.     
  

The   2021-2022   Annual   Action   Plan   must   prioritize   funding   for   community-driven   projects   in   
areas   with   the   highest   need.   Though   we   recognize   that   unfortunately,   much   of   Fresno   is   
identified   as   eligible   for   these   targeted   funding   sources   meant   for   lower-income   neighborhoods,   
there   are   communities   that   are   drastically   under-invested   that   need   to   be   prioritized.   We   
acknowledge   that   the   City   of   Fresno   has   allocated   funding   in   the   past   to   much   needed   projects   
such   as   the   Neighborhood   Streets   and   Sidewalks   Improvements   which   significantly   improved   the   
bike   and   pedestrian   access   in   neighborhoods   such   as    Calwa,   Central   Fresno,   and   Southeast   
Fresno.   However,   we   similarly   acknowledge   that   these   same   neighborhoods   and   other   South   
Fresno   communities   continue   to   rank   at   the   bottom   of   several   environmental,   socio-economic,   
and   public   data   and   need   more   comprehensive   community-identified   solutions.     
  

The  following  is  an  initial  project  list  resulting  from  discussions  with  residents  throughout  the                
South  Fresno  region  for  the  2021-2022  Annual  Action  Plan  to  improve  their  communities  and                
quality   of   lives   as   they   see   best   fit:     

➔ Street  improvements  along  Floradora  Ave  and  Cedar  Ave.  These  street  improvements             
should  consist  of  barriers  between  railroad  lines,  repavement  of  streets,  and  bike  lanes.               
And  while  we  appreciate  the  Staff’s  effort  to  obtain  funding  to  pursue  sidewalks  on  the                 
north  side  of  Floradora,  there  needs  to  be  quicker  timelines  put  in  place  due  to  the  student                   
and   general   community   foot   traffic.     
◆ Census   Tract   25.01   

➔ Streetscape  and  safety  improvements  consisting  of  street  lighting  along  Fruit/Walnut            
region   to   ensure   safe   and   secure   travel   for   residents,   especially   after   dark.   
◆ Census   Tract   9.01     



  
➔ Safer   crosswalks   on   A   Street   leading   to   Columbia   Elementary   School.   This   can   be   in   the   

form   of   a   street   sign   or   light   to   ensure   student   safety   as   they’re   going   and   coming   from   
school.     
◆ Census   Tract   2   

➔ Stop   sign/light   at   the   crossing   from   Mary   Ella   Brown   Community   Center   for   the   benefit   
of   West   Fresno   Elementary   students,   staff,   and   neighbors.    
◆ Census   Tract   10   

➔ Stop   sign/light   near   West   Fresno   Elementary   School   to   the   neighborhood   north   of   East   
Annadale   and   South   Tupman   
◆ Census   Tract   10   

➔ Stop   sign/light   near   West   Fresno   Elementary   School   at   East   Annadale   and   South   Ivy   Ave     
◆ Census   Tract   10     

➔ Create   safe   pedestrian   and   bike   access   for   residents   of   3   Palms   Mobile   Home   Park   at   
Golden   State   and   Mckinley   Avenues   to   the   shopping   center   at   Clinton   and   Weber   
Avenues.   Currently,   residents   are   risking   their   lives   every   time   they   have   to   walk   or   bike   
to   get   groceries   at   Vallarta   Supermarket   or   enjoy   a   family   meal   at   Diccico’s.     
◆ Census   Tract   20   

  
We   want   to   thank   the   Councilmembers   and   Staff   for   taking   our   recommendations   into   
consideration.   We   appreciate   your   time   and   consideration   and   hope   that   we   see   this   reflected   as   
funding   in   the   Annual   Action   Plan.    If   any   questions   are   to   arise,   please   reach   out   to   Karla   
Martinez   at    kmartinez@leadershipcounsel.org .     
  

Respectfully,     
Karla   Martinez   
Policy   Advocates   
Leadership   Counsel   for   Justice   and   Accountability   
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