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Presentation Outline 

• Purpose of the Housing Element 

• Public Participation & Outreach 

• Guidance from HCD 

• Revisions in March 2016 Draft 

• Revisions to Chapters 3 and 9 of the General Plan 

 



Purpose of Housing Element 
• Encourage the development of a variety of 

housing opportunities; 

• Provide housing opportunities for persons of 
lower and moderate incomes;  

• Address the quality of the existing housing stock 

• Minimize governmental constraints 

• Promote equal housing opportunity for all 
residents 



Housing Element Facts 
 State-mandated planning 

document for housing 
– 1 of 7 state-required elements of 

the Comprehensive Plan 

 Only General Plan element 
that requires review and 
“certification” by a State 
agency - California  
Department of Housing & 
Community Development 
(HCD) 

 

 

 

 

 



Housing Element Facts 
 

 Periodic updates required 
by State law 
 2015-2023 update due December 

31, 2015 (plus 120-day grace 
period) 

 Deadline is April 30, 2016 

 If adopted on time, Housing 
Element valid for eight years 

 

 

 

 



Housing Element Content 

Housing 
Plan 

2015-2023 

Needs Assessment 

• Demographic Trends 

• Housing Market Trends 

• Special Needs Groups 

Constraints to Housing 
Development 

• Governmental 

• Market 

• Environmental 

Resources and Sites 
Inventory 

• Sites  for all Income 
Levels 

• Administrative Resources 

• Financial Resources 

Progress toward 
Implementing 

Previous 
Housing 
Element 

Chapter 4 

Chapter 2 Chapter 5 

Chapter 3 

Chapter  1: Intro and 
Public Participation 

Chapter 6: Housing Plan 



Housing Element Update Process 

Community 
Meetings to 

Receive Input 

Evaluate Any New 
Constraints and 

Update Land 
Inventory and  

Resources 

Revise Housing 
Policies and 

Programs and 
Prepare Draft 

Housing Element 

CEQA Review HCD Review 
Public Adoption 

Hearings  

Phase

1 

Phase

2 

Fall 2015 Fall 2015 Fall/Winter 2015  

Early 2016 Early January – Early 
March 2016 (60 days) 

March/April 2016 

Public Input 

Public Input 
Public Comment Period on January Public Draft: January 7 – February 29 



Public Participation, Stage 1 
• Community Workshops 

• 8 workshops held  at public schools 

• 1 at Center for New Americans 

 

 

 

 



Outreach Methods 

• 8,675 trilingual flyers distributed at schools 

• Email invitations to 525 housing advocates 

and interested parties 

• 2 trilingual Display Ads  

• Bilingual Agendas 

• Interpreters present 
 

 

 

 

 



Workshop Input 

• More diverse housing in closer proximity 

• Focus on conservation of older 

neighborhoods 

• Homelessness perceived as increasing to 

more areas 

• More affordable housing needed 
 

 

 

 

 



Public Participation, Stage 2 
Dissemination of January 2016 Public Draft of Housing Element 

• Emailed to list of 525 
housing advocates and 
interested parties 

• Posted on city’s 
webpage 

• Noticed in the Fresno 
Bee 

• Placed in all Fresno 
libraries 

 

 

 

 



Public Participation, Stage 2 
Study Sessions on January 2016 Draft of Housing Element 

• Disability Advisory 
Commission – 2 

• Housing & Community 
Development 
Commission – 2 

• Planning Commission-1 

• City Council-1 

• Council District & 
Design Review -14 

• ALUC - 1 

 

 

 

 

 



Comment Letters 

• 8 comment letters received on January 2016 
Public Draft 

• See Exhibit C for responses 
• Sites Inventory 

• Code Enforcement 

• Public Participation 

• Special Needs Housing 

  

 



Public Participation, Stage 3 
Dissemination of March 2016 Revised Public Draft of Housing 

Element 

• Emailed to list of 525 
housing advocates and 
interested parties 

• Posted on city’s 
webpage 

• Noticed twice in the 
Fresno Bee and Vida en 
el Valle (in Spanish) 

• Placed in all Fresno 
libraries 

 

 

 

 



Public Participation, Stage 3 
Public Hearings on the March 2016 Draft of Housing Element 

• March 23, 2016: Housing & Community  
   Development  Commission   

• March 30, 2016: Planning Commission 

• April 4, 2016:  Airport Land Use Commission  



Comment Letters 
• 4 comment letters received on March 2016 Public Draft 
     See Exhibit C for responses 
 
• Similar issues as on January Draft 

 
• Minor Revisions to Clarify Background 

– Correction of typographical errors 
– Updates to organizations and funding sources 
– Addition of developers as participants in  
     Program 3: Annual Reporting Program 

 
  

 



Guidance from HCD 
Housing Needs, Resources and Constraints  
Chapter 3: - Land for Housing 
• Un-accommodated Need from Prior Housing Element 

Period, See pages 3-4 – 3-27 
• Small and Large Sites, See pages 3-11, 3-12 
• Realistic Capacity on Mixed Use Sites, See pages 3-5 – 

3-11 
• Adequate sewer and water capacity, See pages 3-29, 3-

30 
 

 



Updated Regional Housing 
Needs Allocation 



Total Updated Sites Inventory 
Capacity 



Guidance from HCD 

Chapter 4: - Constraints to Housing Production 

• Downtown land use, See pages 3-10 – 3-17, 4-
19, 4-10 

• On/off-site improvement requirements, See 
pages 4-14, 4-15 

 



Guidance from HCD 

Chapter 6: - Housing Plan 
• Programs 5,6,7 and 9 (housing assistance) – 

provide more definitive timing, See pages 6-5 – 6-9 
• Program 16 – Agricultural Employee Housing- 

provide commitment to amend code if necessary, 
See page 6-13  

• Program 23 – At-Risk Housing – add more tenant 
notification actions, See pages 6-16 – 6-17 
 
 



Guidance from HCD 
Public Participation – Chapter 1 
• The city must make diligent efforts to achieve public 

participation: 
– Describe how comments were considered and 

incorporated 
– Draft available for public comment from Jan 7 – Feb 29  

 
 

– See pages 1-5  -  1-10 
 
 



Guidance from HCD 

Other 

• City encouraged to consider the San Joaquin 
Valley Fair Housing and Equity Assessment as part 
of the HE update, See pages 3-18, 3-23, and 3-25 

• Update land use element with regard to 
Disadvantaged Unincorporated Communities and 
Safety Element with regard to flood hazard. See 
staff report 

 

 











Housing Programs 

• Intent of the Goals, Policies, and Programs 
remains the same 

– Removes programs no longer needed or 
completed 

– Consolidates programs 

– Modifies objectives consistent with anticipated 
funding 



Housing Programs 

• Program 1: Adequate Sites 

• Program 2: Residential 
Densities on Identified Sites 

• Program 3: Annual Reporting 
Program 

Adequate Sites 

to 

Accommodate 

a Range of 

Housing 

 



Housing Programs 

• Program 4: Density Bonus Programs 

• Program 5: Housing Funding Sources 

• Program 6: Partnerships with 
Affordable Housing Developers 

• Program 7: Special Needs Housing 

• Program 8: Home Buyer Assistance 

• Program 9: Homeless Assistance 

• Program 10: Fresno Green 

 

Assist in the 

Development 

of Housing to 

meet the needs 

of extremely 

low-, very low-, 

low- and 

moderate-

income 

households 

 



Housing Programs 

• Program 11: Downtown Development 
Standards 

• Program 12: Home Energy Tune-Up 
Program 

• Program 13: Expedited Processing 

• Program 14: Development Incentives 

• Program 15:  Large and Small Lot 
Development 

• Program 16: Agricultural Employee Housing 

• Program 17: Infrastructure Priority  

• Program 18:Water/Sewer Service Providers 

 

Removal of 

Governmental 

Constraints to 

Housing 

 



Housing Programs 

• Program 19: Code Enforcement 

• Program 20: Neighborhood 
Infrastructure 

• Program 21: Housing 
Rehabilitation 

• Program 22: Franchise Tax Board 
Building Code Program 

• Program 23: At-Risk Housing 

• Program 24: Police Services 

 

 

 

 

Conserve/ 

Improve 

Fresno’s 

existing 

housing stock 

 



Housing Programs 

• Program 25: Fair Housing Services 

• Program 26: Relocation Services 

 

Equal 

Housing 

Opportunity 

 



Additional General Plan Text 
Amendments triggered by Housing 

Element Adoption 

 Chapter 3: Urban Form, Land Use and Design 

New Section on Disadvantaged Unincorporated 
Communities 

Chapter 9: Noise and Safety Element 

New section referencing the City’s Flood Plain 
Ordinance 

 

 

 
 



Senate Bill 244 
requires local 
municipalities to: 
1. Identify 

Disadvantaged 
Unincorporated 
Communities; 

2. Analyze their 
infrastructure 
needs 

3. Evaluate 
potential funding 
mechanisms 

Chapter 3: Urban Form, Land Use and Design 



Chapter 9: Flood Protection 

• Text is added that references the City’s 
Flood Plain Ordinance and describes 
how it meets the requirements of state 
law. 

 
 



Environmental Assessment 

• A Finding of Conformity was posted on 
January 29, 2016 for the January 2016 
Public Draft of the Housing Element 

• An Addendum was prepared for the 
March 2016 Revised Public Draft of the 
Housing Element 

• No comments received 

 
 



Recommendation 
• ADOPT the environmental findings of Environmental Assessment No. A-16-001, 

a Finding of Conformity to the Fresno General Plan Final Master Environmental 
Impact Report SCH No. 2012111015 (MEIR) certified by the Fresno City Council 
on December 18, 2014 pursuant to Section 21157.1 of the California Public 
Resource Code (California Environmental Quality Act) and an Addendum to the 
Finding of Conformity pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15162 and 15164. 

 

• ADOPT RESOLUTION – A Resolution of the Council of the City of Fresno, 
California, to adopt Plan Amendment Application No. A-16-001, amending the 
text of Chapter 11 of the Fresno General Plan to incorporate the Housing 
Element, including all Text, Policies, Maps, Tables, and Exhibits contained in the 
Fresno Housing Element Revised Public Draft document dated March 2016, and 
including revisions recommended by staff and proposed amendments to 
Chapters 3 and 9 of the General Plan as set forth in the Exhibits herein 

 

• ADOPT RESOLUTION - A Resolution of the Council of the City of Fresno, 
California, to Authorize the Director of the Development and Resource 
Management Department to Update the Text, Tables, and Exhibits contained In 
the 2015-2023 Housing Element to Reflect the Final Action Taken By Council to 
the Extent Such Updates are Necessary to Maintain Consistency and to Correct 
Typographical Errors 
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