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CITY OF FRESNO

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR VESTING
TENTATIVE TRACT MAP NO. 6183/UGM AND VESTING
TENTATIVE TRACT MAP NO. 6184/UGM

APPLICANT;
Bonique Emerson

Precision Civil Engineering, Inc.
1234 O Street
Fresno, CA 93721

PROJECT LLOCATION:

Located on the northeast and northwest corners of West
Madison and South Valentine Avenues in the City and
County of Fresno, California (See Exhibit A - Vicinity Map)

APNs: 326-100-36, 67

T-6183 Site Latitude: 36°45'45.59" N & Site Longitude:
119°51°20.48" W

T-6184 Site Latitude: 36°43'44.47” N & Site Longitude:
119951'7.34" W

Mount Diablo Base & Meridian, Township 14S, Range 19E,
Section 12

Filed with the

FRESNO COUNTY CLERK
2220 Tulare Street, Fresno, CA 93721

£2026100009.2.9
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The full Initial Study and the Fresno General Plan Master Environmental Impact Report (MEIR) are on
file in the Planning and Development Department, Fresno City Hall, 3 Floor, Room 3043, 2600

Fresno Street, Fresno, CA 83721.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Bonique Emerson of Precision Civil Engineering, Inc., on behalf of Fagundes Brothers Dairy, has filed
Vesting Tentative Tract Map No. T-6183/UGM pertaining to +17.76 acres of property located on the
northwest corner of West Madison and South Valentine Avenues and Vesting Tentative Tract Map
No. 6184/UGM pertaining to +3.77 acres of property located northeast of the northeast corner of West




Madison and South Valentine Avenues. Vesting Tentative Tract Map No. 6183/UGM is a request to
subdivide +17.76 acres of property into a 66-lot single-family residential development. Vesting
Tentative Tract Map No. 6184/UGM is a request to subdivide £3.77 acres of property into an 18-lot
single-family residential development.

The project will also require dedications for public street rights-of-way and utility easements as well as
the construction of public facilities and infrastructure in accordance with the standards, specifications,
and policies of the City of Fresno in order to facilitate the future proposed development of the subject
property.

The subject property for Vesting Tentative Tract Map No. 6183 is located within the boundaries of the
Fresno General Plan. The subject property for Vesting Tentative Tract Map No. 6184 is located within
the boundaries of the Fresno General Plan and Southwest Fresno Specific Plan.

The City of Fresno has prepared an Initial Study of the above-described project and proposes to
adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration. The environmental analysis contained in the Initial Study is
tiered from the MEIR State Clearinghouse No. 2012111015 prepared for the Fresno General Plan

pursuant to CEQA Guidelines § 15152 and incorporates the MEIR by reference pursuant to CEQA
Guidelines § 156150.

Pursuant to the California Public Resources Code (PRC) §§ 21093 and 21094 and California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines §§ 15070 to 15075, 156150, and 15152, this project has
been evaluated with respect to each item on the attached Appendix G/Initial Study Checklist to
determine whether this project may cause any additional significant effect on the environment, which
was not previously examined in the MEIR. After conducting a review of the adequacy of the MEIR
pursuant to PRC § 21157.6(b)(1) and CEQA Guidelines §§ 156151 and 15179(b), the Planning and
Development Department, as lead agency, finds that no substantial changes have occurred with
respect to the circumstances under which the MEIR was certified and that no new information, which
was not known and could not have been known at the time that the MEIR was certified as complete,
has become available.

The completed Appendix G/lnitial Study Checklist, its associated narrative, technical studies and
proposed mitigation measures reflect applicable comments of responsible and trustee agencies and
research and analyses conducted to examine the interrelationship between the proposed project and
the physical environment. The information contained in the project application and its related
environmental assessment application, responses to requests for comment, checklist, initial study
narrative, and any attachments thereto, combine to form a record indicating that an Initial Study has
been completed in compliance with the State CEQA Guidelines and the CEQA.

All new development activity and many non-physical projects contribute directly or indirectly toward
cumulative impacts on the physical environment. It has been determined that the incremental effect
contributed by this project toward cumulative impacts is not considered substantial or significant in
itself, and/or that cumulative impacts accruing from this project may be mitigated to less than
significant with application of feasible mitigation measures.
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Based upon the evaluation guided by the Appendix G/lnitial Study Checklist, it was determined that
there are foreseeable impacts from the Project that are additional to those identified in the MEIR,

and/or impacts which require mitigation measures not included in the MEIR Mitigation Measures
Checkilist.

For some categories of potential impacts, the checklist may indicate that a specific adverse
environmental effect has been identified which is of sufficient magnitude to be of concern. Such an
effect may be inherent in the nature and magnitude of the project, or may be related to the design
and characteristics of the individual project. Effects so rated are not sufficient in themselves to
require the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report, and have been mitigated to the extent
feasible. With the project specific mitigation imposed, there is no substantial evidence in the record
that this project may have additional significant, direct, indirect or cumulative effects on the
environment that are significant and that were not identified and analyzed in the MEIR. Both the
MEIR Mitigation Measures Checklist and the Project Specific Mitigation Measures Checklist will be
imposed on this project.

The project is not located on a site which is included on any of the lists enumerated under § 65962.5
of the Government Code including, but not limited to, lists of hazardous waste facilities, land
designated as hazardous waste property, hazardous waste disposal sites and others, and the

information in the Hazardous Waste and Substances Statement required under subdivision (f) of that
Section.

The Initial Study has concluded that the proposed project will not result in any adverse effects,
which fall within the "Mandatory Findings of Significance" contained in § 15065 of the State CEQA
Guidelines. The finding is, therefore, made that the proposed project will not have a significant
adverse effect on the environment.

Public notice has been provided regarding staff’s finding in the manner prescribed by § 15072 of the
CEQA Guidelines and by § 21092 of the PRC Code (CEQA provisions).

Additional information on the proposed project, including the MEIR proposed environmental finding of
a Mitigated Negative Declaration and the Initial Study may be obtained from the Planning and
Development Department, Fresno City Hall, 2600 Fresho Street, 3rd Floor Fresno, Room 3043,
California 93721-3604. Please contact Rob Holt at (559) 621-8056 or via email at
Robert. Holt@fresno.gov for more information.

ANY INTERESTED PERSON may comment on the proposed environmental finding. Comments
must be in writing and must state (1) the commentor's name and address; (2) the commentor’s
interest in, or relationship to, the project; (3) the environmental determination being commented upon;
and (4) the specific reason(s) why the proposed environmental determination should or should not be
made. Any comments may be submitted at any time between the publication date of this notice and
close of business on July 16, 2020. Please direct comments to Rob Holt, Planner Iil, City of Fresno
Planning and Development Department, City Hall, 2600 Fresno Street, Room 3043, Fresno,
California, 93721-3604; or by email to Robert.Holt@fresno.gov.
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INITIAL STUDY PREPARED BY:

Rob Hoit, Planner {li

DATE: June 26, 2020

Attachments;

Exhibit A — Vicinity Map

SUBMITTED BY:

Isras/Z rejo, Stipervising Planner
CITY OF FRESNO

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT

£ 702010000229




Exhibit A — Vicinity Map
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APPENDIX G/INITIAL STUDY FOR A NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Environmental Checklist Form for:
Vesting Tentative Tract Maps T-6183 and T-6184

Project title:
Vesting Tentative Tract Maps T-6183 and T-6184

Lead agency name and address:

City of Fresno

Planning and Development Department
2600 Fresno Street

Fresno, CA 93721

Contact person and phone number:
Robert Holt, Planner 11l

City of Fresno

Planning and Development Department
(559) 621-8056

Project location:

3558 and 3338 W Madison Avenue: Located on the northwest corner and just to the
northeast of the northeast corner of South Valentine and West Madison Avenues
(APN: 326-100-36 and 326-100-67)

Project sponsor's name and address:
Norman Allinder

Fagundes Dairy

P O Box 2717

Merced CA 95344

General & Community plan land use designation:

Medium Low Density Residential and Open-Space Neighborhood Park (with a dual
designation of Medium Low Density Residential pursuant to Figure 3-3 of the
Southwest Fresno Specific Plan)

Zoning:
RS-4 (Residential Single-Family, Medium Low Density)

Description of project:
Tentative Tract Map Application Nos. 6183/UGM and 6184/UGM were filed by
Precision Civil Engineering, on behalf of Fagundes Dairy. The project pertains to the
+17.76-acre property located on the northwest corner of West Madison and South
Valentine Avenues and +3.77 acres of property located just northeast of the northeast
corner of West Madison and South Valentine Avenues. The applicant proposes to
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subdivide the larger property into a 66-lot single-family residential development in two
phases and the smaller property into an 18-lot single-family residential development.
This project is a component of the “Oasis Master Plan Area,” which includes two
previously approved maps, which are not a part of this analysis as they have been
previously environmentally cleared and are vested maps. The subject property is
zoned RS-4 (Residential Single-Family, Medium Low Density) with a Residential —
Medium Low Density planned land use designation.

9. | Surrounding land uses and setting:
- Planned Land Use Existing Zoning Existing Land Use
Medium Density .
North Residential RS-5 Agricultural
Medium Low RS-4 .
East Density Residential Agricultural
South Low Density County Rural Residential
Residential
Public Facility- Pl
West Elementary School Elementary School
10. | Other public agencies whose approval is required (e.g., permits, financing
approval, or participation agreement): San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control
District, City of Fresno Building and Safety Division, Fresno Irrigation District, Fresno
Metropolitan Flood Control District
11. | Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with

the project area requested consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code
(PRC) Section 21080.3.17? If so, has consultation begun?

The State requires lead agencies to consider the potential effects of proposed
projects and consult with California Native American tribes during the local planning
process for the purpose of protecting Traditional Tribal Cultural Resources through
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. Pursuant to PRC
Section 21080.3.1, the lead agency shall begin consultation with the California Native
American tribe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographical area
of the proposed project. Such significant cultural resources are either sites, features,
places, cultural landscapes, sacred places, and objects with cultural value to a tribe
which is either on or eligible for inclusion in the California Historic Register or local
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historic register, or, the lead agency, at its discretion, and support by substantial
evidence, choose to treat the resources as a Tribal Cultural Resources (PRC Section
21074(a)(1-2)). According to the most recent census data, California is home to 109
currently recognized Indian tribes. Tribes in California currently have nearly 100
separate reservations or Rancherias. Fresno County has a number of Rancherias
such as Table Mountain Rancheria, Millerton Rancheria, Big Sandy Rancheria, Cold
Springs Rancheria, and Squaw Valley Rancheria. These Rancherias are not located
within the city limits.

Conducting consultation early in the CEQA process allows tribal governments, lead
agencies, and project proponents to discuss the level of environmental review,
identify and address potential adverse impacts to tribal cultural resources, and reduce
the potential for delay and conflict in the environmental review process. (See PRC
Section 21083.3.2.) Information may also be available from the California Native
American Heritage Commission’s Sacred Lands File per PRC Section 5097.96 and
the California Historical Resources Information System administered by the California
Office of Historic Preservation. Please also note that PRC Section 21082.3(c)
contains provisions specific to confidentiality.

Currently, the Table Mountain Rancheria Tribe and the Dumna Wo Wah Tribe have
requested to be notified pursuant to Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52). A certified letter was
mailed to the above mentioned tribes on May 18, 2020. Both tribes did not request
consultation. Although the intent of AB 52 has been met, in light of executive order E-
54-20, the Notice of Intent to Adopt to the Mitigated Negative Declaration for this
project will be sent to the two tribes to provide an additional 21 day comment period.

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project,
involving at least one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact" as indicated by the
checklist on the following pages.

[ | Aesthetics O | Agriculture and Forestry Resources
1 | Air Quality ] | Biological Resources

[ | Cultural Resources O | Energy

[ | Geology/Soils ] | Greenhouse Gas Emissions

[J | Hazards and Hazardous Materials J | Hydrology/Water Quality

[ | Land Use/Planning O | Mineral Resources

[ | Noise J | Population/Housing

[ | Public Services 0 | Recreation

[0 | Transportation [ | Tribal Cultural Resources




[J | Utilities/Service Systems O | Wildfire

[0 | Mandatory Findings of Significance

DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency)

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

X_ || find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the
environment, and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the
environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in
the project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment,
— | and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (EIR) is required.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or
“potentially significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one
effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to
applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures
based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An EIR is required,
but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the
environment, because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed
adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable
standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are
imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.
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EVALUATION OF ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS NOT ASSESSED IN
THE MASTER ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (MEIR):

1. For purposes of this Initial Study, the following answers have the corresponding
meanings:

a. “No Impact” means the subsequent project will not cause any additional
significant effect related to the threshold under consideration which was not
previously examined in the MEIR.




b. “Less Than Significant Impact” means there is an impact related to the threshold
under consideration that was not previously examined in the MEIR, but that
impact is less than significant;

c. “Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporation” means there is a potentially
significant impact related to the threshold under consideration that was not
previously examined in the MEIR, however, with the mitigation incorporated into
the project, the impact is less than significant.

d. “Potentially Significant Impact” means there is an additional potentially
significant effect related to the threshold under consideration that was not
previously examined in the MEIR.

. A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No Impact" answers that are
adequately supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in the
parentheses following each question. A "No Impact" answer is adequately supported
if the referenced information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to
projects like the one involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A
"No Impact" answer should be explained where it is based on project-specific factors
as well as general standards (e.g., the project will not expose sensitive receptors to
pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis).

. All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well
as on-site, cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and
construction as well as operational impacts.

. Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur,
then the checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant,
less than significant with mitigation, or less than significant. "Potentially Significant
Impact" is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be
significant. If there are one or more "Potentially Significant Impact" entries when the
determination is made, an EIR is required.

. "Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated” applies
where the incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from
"Potentially Significant Impact” to a "Less Than Significant Impact.” The lead agency
must describe the mitigation measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the
effect to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from, "Earlier Analyses,"
as described in (6) below, may be cross-referenced).

. Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, MEIR, or
other CEQA process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or
negative declaration. Section 15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief discussion should
identify the following:



a. Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.

b. Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist
were within the scope of and adequately analyzed in the MEIR or another earlier
document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and state whether such
effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.

c. Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation
describe the mitigation measures which were
incorporated or refined from the earlier document and the extent to which they
address site-specific conditions for the project.

Measures Incorporated,”

7. Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to
information sources for potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances).
Reference to a previously prepared or outside document should, where appropriate,
include a reference to the page or pages where the statement is substantiated.

8. Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources

used or individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion.

9. This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats;
however, lead agencies should normally address the questions from this checklist
that are relevant to a project's environmental effects in whatever format is selected.

10.The explanation of each issue should identify:

a. The significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and

b. The mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than

significance.
Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

|. AESTHETICS — Except as provided in PRC Section 21099, would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse
effect on a scenic vista?

X




Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant No
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

b) Substantially damage scenic
resources, including, but not
limited to, trees, rock out- X
croppings, and historic buildings
within a state scenic highway?

c) In non-urbanized areas,
substantially degrade the existing
visual character or quality public
views of the site and its
surroundings? (Public views are
those that are experienced from X
publicly  accessible  vantage
point). If the project is in an
urbanized area, would the project
conflict with applicable zoning
and other regulations governing
scenic quality?

d) Create a new source of
substantial light or glare which X
would adversely affect day or
nighttime views in the area?

DISCUSSION

The subject site is located within an area that has undergone some growth in
development in the area. The area immediately to the east of the subject site is
developed with a newer single-family residential subdivision. The areas to the north are
developed with rural residential and agricultural uses, while the area to the south of the
site is developed with rural residential uses and the area to the west is developed with
an elementary school. The project site is currently used for agricultural uses. The
existing topography of the subject property is nearly flat, with elevations ranging from
around 285 to 300 feet above sea level.

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

Less than significant impact. A scenic vista is a viewpoint that provides a distant
view of highly valued natural or man- made landscape features for the benefit of the
general public. Typical scenic vistas are locations where views of rivers, hillsides,
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b)

and open space areas can be obtained as well as locations where valued urban
landscape features can be viewed in the distance. The Fresno General Plan MEIR
provides and recognizes that the City has not identified or designated scenic vistas
within its General Plan. Although no scenic vista has been designated, it is
acknowledged that scenic vistas within the Planning Area could provide distant
views of natural landscape features, such as the San Joaquin River along the
northern boundary of the Planning Area and the foothills of the Sierra Nevada
Mountain Range. The River bluffs provide distant views of the San Joaquin River as
well as areas north of the River. However, the majority of these views are from
private property.

There are various locations throughout the eastern portion of the Planning Area that
provide views of the Sierra Nevada foothills that are located northeast and east of
the Planning Area. These distant views of the Sierra Nevada foothills are impeded
many days during the year by the poor air quality in the Fresno region. Distant views
of man-made landscape features include the Downtown Fresno buildings that
provide a unique skyline. Scenic resources include landscapes and features that are
visually or aesthetically pleasing. They contribute positively to a distinct community
or region. These resources produce a visual benefit upon communities. The scenic
resources within the Planning Area include landscaped open spaces such as parks
and golf courses. Historic structures in Downtown Fresno buildings also represent
scenic resources because they provide a unique skyline. Given the site’s distance
from the San Joaquin River the proposed project will not interfere with public views
of the San Joaquin River environs. Furthermore, as there are no designated public
or scenic vistas on or adjacent to the subject property, there is no potential for
adverse effect on a scenic vista. Furthermore, the Fresno General Plan MEIR
recognizes and acknowledges that poor air quality reduces existing views within the
City of Fresno sphere of influence as a whole, and therefore finds that a less than
significant impact will result to views of highly valued features such as the Sierra
Nevada foothills from future development on and in the vicinity of the subject

property.

Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees,
rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

No Impact. The project site is not within the vicinity of a State designated scenic
highway. The project will not damage nor will it degrade the visual character or
quality of the subject site and its surroundings, given that the project site is in an
area already developed with residential uses and, in an area generally planned for
residential development at similar densities.

In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual character or
quality of public views of the site and its surroundings? (Public views are
those that are experienced from publicly accessible vantage point). If the
project is in an urbanized area, would the project conflict with applicable
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d)

zoning and other regulations governing scenic quality?

Less Than Significant Impact. The subject site, although currently on agricultural
land, is surrounded and within a mostly urbanized area. The area can be
considered a transition area, an area on the edge of rural and urban uses. As
mentioned above, there are no quality of public views or scenic views visible in the
area. The proposed project will not degrade the visual character given that the
proposed residential development will be similar to the neighborhood directly to the
east and will add enhanced landscaping on the existing and new public streets
within the new residential subdivision.

Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect
day or nighttime views in the area?

Less Than Significant Impact. The addition of the new houses and streets will
create a new source of light or glare within the area. However, given that the project
site is within an area which has been developed with semi-urban uses, which
already affect day and night-time views in the project area, a less than significant
impact will occur. The project would be subject to the applicable mitigation measures
pertaining to light and glare included in in MEIR SCH No. 2012111015. Furthermore,
through the entitlement process, staff will ensure that lights are located in areas that
will minimize light sources to the neighboring properties in accordance with the
mitigation measures of the MEIR.

Mitigation Measures

1.

The proposed project shall implement and incorporate, as applicable, the aesthetic
related mitigation measures as identified in the attached MEIR Mitigation Monitoring
and Reporting Program dated June 26, 2020.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated




Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

Il. AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES - In determining whether impacts
to agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer
to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997)
prepared by the California Dept. of Conservation as an optional model to use in
assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. In determining whether impacts to
forest resources, including timberland, are significant environmental effects, lead
agencies may refer to information compiled by the California Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection regarding the state’s inventory of forest land, including the Forest
and Range Assessment Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment project; and
forest carbon measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols adopted by the
California Air Resources Board. Would the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland,
Unique Farmland, or Farmland of
Statewide Importance (Farm-
land), as shown on the maps
prepared pursuant to the X
Farmland Mapping and Monito-
ring Program of the California
Resources Agency, to non-
agricultural use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for
agricultural use, or a Williamson X
Act contract?

c) Conflict with existing zoning
for, or cause rezoning of, forest
land (as defined in Public
Resources Code section
12220(qg)), timberland (as defined
by Public Resources Code
section 4526), or timberland
zoned Timberland Production (as
defined by Government Code
section 51104(q))?

d) Result in the loss of forest land
or conversion of forest land to X
non-forest use?
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Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

e) Involve other changes in the

existing environment which, due

to their location or nature, could

result in conversion of Farmland, X

to non-agricultural use or

conversion of forest land to non-

forest use?

DISCUSSION

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide

Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources
Agency, to non-agricultural use?

Less Than Significant Impact. The subject property is located on a site that is
partially designated as prime farmland and partially designated as farmland of
Statewide importance. The MEIR recognizes that despite implementation of the
objectives and policies of the Fresno General Plan, project and cumulative impacts
on agricultural resources will remain significant; and, that no feasible measures in
addition to the objectives and policies of the Fresno General Plan are available.
Thus, even though the current use is agricultural and it's being subdivided and
therefore changing to a nonagricultural use, this conversion was contemplated in the
MEIR when the designation was changed to residential and then overridden.

In 2014, through passage of Council Resolution No. 2014-225, the City of Fresno
adopted Findings of Fact related to Significant and Unavoidable Effects as well as
Statements of Overriding Considerations in order to certify Master Environmental
Impact Report SCH No. 111015 for purposes of adoption of the Fresno General
Plan. Section 15093 of the California Environmental Quality Act requires the lead
agency to balance the benefits of a proposed project against its unavoidable
environmental risks in determining whether to approve the project.

The adopted Statements of Overriding Considerations for the MEIR addressed
Findings of Significant Unavoidable Impacts within the categories/areas of
Agricultural Resources; citing specific economic, legal, social, technological, or other
considerations, including provision of employment opportunities for highly trained
workers as project goals, each and all of which were deemed and considered by the
Fresno City Council to be benefits, which outweighed the unavoidable adverse
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b)

d)

environmental effects attributed to development occurring within the City of Fresno
Sphere of Influence (SOI), consistent with the land uses, densities, and intensities
set forth in the Fresno General Plan.

Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or a Williamson Act contract?

No Impact. The subject site is currently not under Williamson Act contract. In
addition, the site is not zoned for agricultural uses and the proposed project will be
developed in conformance with the existing zoning designated for the site.

Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined
in Public Resources Code section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public
Resources Code section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production
(as defined by Government Code section 51104(g))?

No Impact. The subject site is not zoned for in an area that is considered forest
land or timberland and this does not conflict with such zoning.

Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

No Impact. The subject site is currently used as farmland with very few trees and is
not considered forest land, thus the proposed project will no result in the loss of
forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest land.

Involve other changes in the existing environment, which, due to their location
or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural use or
conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

No Impact. The proposed project is located within the City limits of Fresno and is
completely surrounded by property that is already planned for urban uses by the
Fresno General Plan and Southwest Specific Plan. Given that the surrounding
property is already planned and zoned for urban uses, the development of the
subject site with residential uses will not facilitate the conversion of Farmland to non-
agricultural uses. In addition, the subject site is not located on nor is it surrounded
by forest land or forest uses.

Further, as discussed in Impact a) above, agricultural impacts at this site have been
previously analyzed and deemed significant and unavoidable and a Statement of
Overriding Conditions was adopted by City Council. The proposed Project will not
involve new other changes in the existing environment that could result in
conversion of Farmland.

Mitigation Measure
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1. The proposed project shall implement and incorporate the agriculture and forestry
resource related mitigation measures as identified in the attached MEIR Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program dated June 26, 2020.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

lll. AIR QUALITY — Where available, the significance criteria established by the
applicable air quality management or air pollution control district may be relied upon to
make the following determinations. Would the project:

a) Conflict with or obstruct
implementation of the applicable
air quality plan (e.g., by having
potential emissions of regulated
criterion pollutants which exceed
the San Joaquin Valley Air
Pollution Control Districts
(SJVAPCD) adopted thresholds
for these pollutants)?

b) Result in a cumulatively
considerable net increase of any
criteria pollutant for which the
project region is non-attainment
under an applicable federal or
state ambient air quality standard
(including releasing emissions
which exceed quantitative
thresholds for ozone precursors)?

c) Expose sensitive receptors to
substantial pollutant
concentrations?

d) Result in other emissions
(such as those leading to odors)
adversely affecting a substantial
number of people?

DISCUSSION
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a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan (e.g.,

by having potential emissions of regulated criterion pollutants which exceed
the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control Districts (SJVAPCD) adopted
thresholds for these pollutants)?

Less than Significant Impact. The San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District
(SJVAPCD) outlines its significant thresholds in the Guidance for Assessing and
Mitigating Air Quality Impacts (2015). The primary pollutants of concern during
project construction and operation are ROG, NOx, PM10, and PM2.5. The
SJVAPCD GAMAQI adopted in 2015 contains thresholds for CO, NOx, ROG, SO,
PM10, and PM2.5. The table below shows these thresholds and the project totals in
relation to these thresholds (in tons per year). As shown, the project is below all

significant thresholds and thus the project impacts are less than significant.

Source ROG NOX (6{0) PM10 PM2.5
Project Total | 1.0957 4.2846 4.3616 1.3328 0.3797
Significance | 10 10 100 15 15
threshold

Exceed No No No No No
threshold—

significant

impact?

In addition, the proposed project is consistent with air quality related policies and
measures contained in the general plan, as show below.

Consistency with General Plan Policies

General Plan Policy

Project Consistency

Objective RC-4. In cooperation with other
jurisdictions and agencies in the San Joaquin
Valley Air Basin, take necessary actions to
achieve and maintain compliance with State
and federal air quality standards for criteria
pollutants.

The project will comply with all applicable
policies and rules related to air quality and
will thus comply with this policy. The project
has submitted an ISR/AIA to the San Joaquin
Valley Air Pollution control district.

RC-4-a Support Regional Efforts. Support
and lead, where appropriate, regional, State
and federal programs and actions for the
improvement of air quality, especially the
SJVAPCD'’s efforts to monitor and control air

City effort, not applicable.
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pollutants from both stationary and mobile
sources and implement Reasonably Available
Control Measures in the Ozone Attainment
Plan.

RC-4-b Conditions of Approval. Develop and
incorporate air quality maintenance
requirements, compatible with Air Quality
Attainment and Maintenance Plans, as
conditions of approval for General Plan
amendments, community plans, Specific
Plans, neighborhood plans, Concept Plans,
and development proposals.

The City of Fresno Development Code
incorporates relevant general plan policies,
including this policy, into development code
requirements. Given that the City will ensure
all development code requirements are met
during the review of the proposed project, the
project complies with this policy.

RC-4-c Evaluate Impacts with Models.
Continue to require the use of computer
models used by SIVAPCD to evaluate the air
guality impacts of plans and projects that
require such environmental review by the
City.

CalEEMod was used to analyze air quality
impacts of this project. The findings of this
model run are attached.

RC-4-d Forward Information. Forward
information regarding proposed General Plan
amendments, community plans, Specific
Plans, neighborhood plans, Concept Plans,
and development proposals that require air
quality evaluation, and amendments to
development regulations to the SIVAPCD for
their review of potential air quality and health
impacts.

The proposed project was routed by the City
to the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution
Control District and the City had no comment.
In addition, the applicant submitted an
ISR/AIA to the District for review prior to
application submittal to the City.

RC-4-k Electric Vehicle Charging. Develop
standards to facilitate electric vehicle
charging infrastructure in both new and
existing public and private buildings, in order
to accommodate these vehicles as the
technology becomes more widespread.

Citywide requirement. The City has
developed a streamlined entitlement process
for EV Charging facilities.

Compliance with General Plan MEIR Mitigation Measures

Mitigation Measure

Project Compliance

MM AQ-1 Projects that include five or more
heavy-duty truck deliveries per day with
sensitive receptors located within 300 feet of
the truck loading area shall provide a
screening analysis to determine if the project
has the potential to exceed criteria pollutant
concentration based standards and
thresholds for NO2 and PM2.5. If projects
exceed screening criteria, refined dispersion
modeling and health risk assessment shall be
accomplished and if needed, mitigation
measures to reduce impacts shall be
included in the project to reduce the impacts

Given that the proposed project is a single-
family residential development, there will be
no regular truck deliveries to the site.
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to the extent feasible. Mitigation measures
include but are not limited to:

» Locate loading docks and
truck access routes as far from
sensitive receptors as
reasonably possible
considering site design
limitations to comply with other
City design standards.

» Post signs requiring drivers to
limit idling to 5 minutes or less

MM AQ-2 Projects that result in an increased
cancer risk of 10 in a million or exceed
criteria pollutant ambient air quality standards
shall implement site-specific measures that
reduce TAC exposure to reduce excess
cancer risk to less than 10 in a million.
Possible control measures include but are not
limited to:

» Locate loading docks and truck
access routes as far from sensitive
receptors as reasonably possible
considering site design limitations to
comply with other City design
standards.

» Post signs requiring drivers to limit
idling to 5 minutes or less

» Construct block walls to reduce the
flow of emissions toward sensitive
receptors.

» Install a vegetative barrier downwind
from the TAC source that can absorb
a portion of the diesel PM emissions

» For projects proposing to locate a new
building containing sensitive receptors

near existing sources of TAC
emissions, install HEPA filters in
HVAC systems to reduce TAC
emission levels exceeding risk
thresholds.

» Install heating and cooling services at

Not applicable. Project will not result in an
increased cancer risk of 10 in a million or
exceed criteria pollutant standards.
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truck stops to eliminate the need for
idling during overnight stops to run
onboard systems.

» For large distribution centers where
the owner controls the vehicle fleet,
provide facilities to support alternative
fueled trucks powered by fuels such
as natural gas or bio-diesel.

» Utilize electric powered material
handling equipment where feasible for
the weight and volume of material to
be moved.

Require developers proposing projects on
ARB'’s list of projects in its Air Quality and
Land Use Handbook (Handbook) warranting
special consideration to prepare a cumulative
health risk assessment when sensitive
receptors are located within the distance
screening criteria of the facility as listed in the
ARB Handbook.

Not applicable. The project does not propose
a use on ARB's list of projects in its Air
Quiality and Land Use Handbook (Handbook)
warranting special consideration.

Require developers of projects containing
sensitive receptors to provide a cumulative
health risk assessment at project locations
exceeding ARB Land Use Handbook
distance screening criteria or newer criteria
that may be developed by the SIVAPCD

The project was routed by the City of Fresno
to the Air District for comment and the Air
District responded with “No Comment”. The
SJVAPCD would typically require this if
deemed necessary.

MM AIR-5: Require developers of projects
with the potential to generate significant odor
impacts as determined through review of
SJVAPCD odor complaint history for similar
facilities and consultation with the SJVAPCD
to prepare an odor impact assessment and to
implement odor control measures
recommended by the SJVAPCD or the City to
the extent needed to reduce the impact to
less than significant.

Not applicable.

b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for
which the project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state

ambient air quality standard?

Less than significant.

To result in a less than significant impact, the following criteria must be true:
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1. Regional analysis: emissions of nonattainment pollutants must be below the

District’'s regional significance thresholds. This is an approach recommended by
the District in its GAMAQI.

As discussed above in section a, the project was determined to be below the
District’s regional significance thresholds.

. The project must be consistent with current air quality attainment plans including

control measures and regulations. This is an approach consistent with Section
15130(b) of the CEQA Guidelines.

This item was discussed in the previous section and the project was determined
to be consistent.

. Cumulative health impacts: the project must result in less than significant

cumulative health effects from the nonattainment pollutants.

The Air Basin is in non-attainment for ozone, PM10, and PM2.5, which means that
certain pollutants' exposure levels are often higher than the normal air quality
requirements. The air quality standards have been set to protect public health,
particularly the health of vulnerable people. Therefore, if the concentration of
those contaminants exceeds the norm, some susceptible individuals in the
population are likely to experience health effects. Concentration of the pollutant in
the air, the length of time exposed and the individual's reaction are factors that
affect the extent and nature of the health effects. The regional construction and
operational emission analysis shows that the project does not surpass the
substantial thresholds of the District and that the project is compliant with the Air
Quality Attainment Plan applicable. Therefore, the project would not result in
significant cumulative health impacts.

c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?

d)

Less than Significant Impact. Although the proposed project site is adjacent to an
elementary school, which is considered a sensitive receptor, the project proposes a
residential development, which is not a use which results in excessive pollutant
concentrations. Therefore, the impact is less than significant.

Result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely affecting
a substantial number of people?

Less than Significant Impact. The project proposes single family residential
development, which is not a land use type that would or could result in odorous or
other unusual emission types that would adversely impact a substantial number of
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people.

Mitigation Measures

1. The proposed project shall implement and incorporate, as applicable, the air quality
related mitigation measures as identified in the attached MEIR Mitigation Monitoring
and Reporting Program dated June 26, 2020.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than
Significant with Significant No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES o Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES — Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse
effect, either directly or through
habitat modifications, on any
species identified as a candidate,
sensitive, or special status X
species in local or regional plans,
policies, or regulations, or by the
California Department of Fish and
Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse
effect on any riparian habitat or
other sensitive natural community
identified in local or regional X
plans, policies, regulations or by
the California Department of Fish
and Game or US Fish and
Wildlife Service?

c) Have a substantial adverse
effect on federally protected
wetlands as defined by Section
404 of the Clean Water Act
(including, but not limited to, X
marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.)
through direct removal, filling,
hydrological interruption, or other
means?
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

d) Interfere substantially with the
movement of any native resident
or migratory fish or wildlife
species or with established native
resident or migratory wildlife
corridors, or impede the use of
native wildlife nursery sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies
or ordinances protecting
biological resources, such as a
tree  preservation policy or
ordinance?

f) Conflict with the provisions of
an adopted Habitat Conservation
Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other
approved local, regional, or state
habitat conservation plan?

DISCUSSION

a) Have a substantial adverse effect,

either

directly or

through habitat

modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special
status species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

Less than Significant Impact. The site is currently used for agricultural purposes
and has been regularly disked and cultivated over the years. According to a
Biological Habitat Assessment prepared by Argonaut Ecological Consulting, Inc., the
surrounding area consists of rural residential uses, agriculture uses and roadways.
The study found that there are is no critical habitat designated for any special-status
plant and animal species within the Study Area. The habitat is highly disturbed as a
result of recurring agricultural production and periodic disking. The vegetation is
limited to orchards, ruderal/disturbed habitat, and landscaping around an existing
home. No wildlife was observed other than songbirds and there is no ground squirrel
population present, nor any ground squirrel burrows. There is also little potential
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b)

d)

nesting bird habitat (trees, shrubs) within the Study Area because of recurring
orchard picking practices. There is one large tree that could be used for nesting.
This tree is located immediately adjacent to the only home within the Study Area.
The tree does not have any raptor nest and recurring farming and movement around
the home likely precludes raptor nesting. Thus, the site is unlikely to support native
wildlife and therefore there is a less than significant impact.

Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive
natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations
or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service?

Less than Significant Impact. As mentioned above, given that the subject site has
been utilized for agricultural uses for years and has been regularly disked, spayed
and cultivated, it is highly unlikely that the site would serve as a riparian habitat or
other sensitive natural community identified in an plans or regulations. The site is
not expected to support native vegetation, due to regular agricultural activities. In
addition to this, according to the Biological Study prepared for the project, the habitat
within the Study Area consists of agricultural land, ruderal habitat, and landscaping
and does not contain riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community.

Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally protected wetlands
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means?

No Impact. Based on the Biological Study prepared for the project in June of 2020,
there are no wetlands or waters of the U.S. or waters of the State present within the
Study Area.

Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory
fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites?

Less Than Significant Impact. As mentioned above, the site is has previously been
farmed and is thus disturbed and does not provide appropriate habitat for any
special status species. In addition to this, based on the Biological Study prepared for
the project in June of 2020, the subject site does not support native vegetation which
could provide for native species or migratory species.

Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources,
such as atree preservation policy or ordinance?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project would involve the removal of
trees used for cultivation, but these trees do not meet the requirements contained in
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f)

the City of Fresno tree preservation ordinance (they are too small). Although the
City of Fresno does have general plan policies related to preservation of biological
resources, these policies do not apply to the subject property. For example, most of
the policies pertain to general long-term protection and preservation of biological
resources including providing buffers for natural areas, implementing habitat
restoration where applicable, protection/enhancement of the San Joaquin River
area, and other similar policies.

Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural
Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state
habitat conservation plan?

No Impact. There are no adopted habitat conservation plans, natural community
conservation plans or other conservation plans, applicable to the subject site.
Therefore, there is no impact.

Mitigation Measures

1.

The proposed project shall implement and incorporate, as applicable, the biological
resource related mitigation measures as identified in the attached MEIR Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program dated June 26, 2020.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

V. CULTURAL RESOURCES - W

ould the project:

a) Cause a substantial adverse
change in the significance of a
historical resource as defined in
Section 15064.57?

b) Cause a substantial adverse
change in the significance of an
archaeological resource pursuant
to Section 15064.57?

c) Disturb any human remains,
including those interred outside of

formal cemeteries?
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DISCUSSION

a)

b)

Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical
resource pursuant to Section 15064.5?

Less Than Significant Impact. There are no structures which exist within the
project area that are listed in the National or Local Register of Historic Places, and
the subject site is not within a designated historic district. There are no known
archaeological or paleontological resources that exist within the project area.

Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological
resource pursuant to Section 15064.5?

Less Than Significant Impact. There is no evidence that cultural resources of any
type (including historical, archaeological, paleontological, or unique geologic
features) exist on the subject property. The project site is currently developed with
agricultural uses. Nevertheless, there is some possibility that a buried site may exist
in the area and be obscured by vegetation, fill, or other historic activities, leaving no
surface evidence. Furthermore, previously unknown paleontological resources or
undiscovered human remains could be disturbed during project construction.
Therefore, due to the ground disturbing activities that will occur as a result of the
project, the measures within the MEIR SCH No. 2012111015 for the Fresno General
Plan, Mitigation Monitoring Checklist to address archaeological resources,
paleontological resources, and human remains will be employed to guarantee that
should archaeological and/or animal fossil material be encountered during project
excavations, then work shall stop immediately; and, that qualified professionals in
the respective field are contacted and consulted in order to ensure that the activities
of the proposed project will not involve physical demolition, destruction, relocation, or
alteration of historic, archaeological, or paleontological resources.

Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal
cemeteries?

Less Than Significant Impact. There are no known human remains on the subject
site. As indicated within Section XVII, Tribal Cultural Resources, of this initial study,
tribal consultation has occurred for the proposed project in compliance with AB 52
requirements. Pursuant to AB 52, the Table Mountain Rancheria Tribe and the
Dumna Wo Wah were invited to consult under AB 52. The City of Fresno mailed
notices of the proposed project to each of these tribes, which included the required
30- day time period for tribes to request consultation. Under invitations to consult
under AB 52, no tribes responded by the required date. Although the intent of AB 52
has been met, in light of executive order E-54-20, the Notice of Intent to Adopt to the
Mitigated Negative Declaration for this project will be sent to the two tribes to provide
an additional 21 day comment period.
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In conclusion, with implementation of the MEIR Cultural Resource Mitigation
Measures incorporated herein below, the project will not result in any cultural
resource impacts beyond those analyzed in MEIR SCH No. 2012111015.

Mitigation Measures

1. The proposed project shall implement and incorporate, as applicable, the cultural
resource related mitigation measures as identified in the attached MEIR Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program dated June 26, 2020.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
VI. ENERGY — Would the project:
a) Result in potentially significant
environmental impact due to
wasteful, inefficient, or X
unnecessary consumption  of
energy resources, during project
construction or operation?
b) Conflict with or obstruct a state
or local plan for renewable X
energy or energy efficiency?

DISCUSSION

The proposed project includes the construction of 84 single family residential lots across
22 net acres of property. The amount of energy used at the project site would result
from the use of home appliances, air conditioning, etc. by future residents, in addition to
outdoor street lighting. Other major sources of proposed project energy consumption
include fuel used by vehicle trips generated during project construction and operation,
and fuel used by off-road construction vehicles during construction.

a) Result in potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful,

inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy resources, during project
construction or operation?

Less Than Significant Impact. Appendix F of the State CEQA Guidelines requires
consideration of the potentially significant energy use of a project. In particular,
CEQA requires mitigation measures to reduce “wasteful, inefficient and
unnecessary” energy usage. Per Appendix F of the CEQA Guidelines, the means to
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b)

achieve the goal of conserving energy include decreasing overall energy
consumption, decreasing reliance on natural gas and oil, and increasing reliance on
renewable energy sources. A project would be considered “wasteful, inefficient, and
unnecessary” if it were to violate state and federal energy standards or result in
significant impacts in regards to project energy requirements, energy inefficiencies,
cause significant impacts on local and regional energy supplies or generate
requirements for additional capacity or conflict or create an inconsistency with
applicable plan, policy, or regulation.

The proposed project would not result in wasteful or inefficient consumption of
energy resources given that the development and construction of single-family
homes are highly regulated by the state, which include requirements for energy
efficiency. For example, the proposed project would be required to comply with Title
24 Building Energy Efficiency Standards. Title 24 provides minimum efficiency
standards related to various building components, including appliances, heating and
cooling systems, building insulation and roofing, lighting etc. Since implementation
of Title 24 will result in significant energy savings, it can be concluded that the
project will not result in the inefficient, wasteful, or unnecessary consumption of
energy during operation or construction.

Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy
efficiency?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed Project would be required to
implement and be consistent with existing energy design standards at the local and
state level, including be required to comply with Title 24. In addition, some
requirements contained in the Fresno General Plan and Fresno Development Code
are intended to reduce vehicle miles traveled and therefor reduce energy/gas
consumption. These requirements have been included in the design of proposed
subdivisions, including requirements to connect pedestrian facilities to proposed
amenities. For example, Tract 6183 is designed to be integrated with an already
approved subdivision to the north of the subject site and will include enhanced
pedestrian pathways, paseos, and pedestrian access to 2 future planned parks. The
implementation of these local subdivision design requirements will result in
increased energy efficiency.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than NoO
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

VII. GEOLOGY AND SOILS — Would the project:
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

a) Directly or Indirectly cause
potential substantial adverse
effects, including the risk of loss,
injury, or death involving:

i) Rupture of a known earthquake
fault, as delineated on the most
recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake
Fault Zoning Map issued by the
State Geologist for the area or
based on other substantial
evidence of a known fault? Refer
to Division of Mines and Geology
Special Publication 42.

i) Strong seismic  ground
shaking?

iii) Seismic-related ground failure,
including liquefaction?

iv) Landslides?

b) Result in substantial soil
erosion or the loss of topsoil?

c) Be located on a geologic unit
or soil that is unstable, or that
would become unstable as a
result of the project, and
potentially result in on- or off-site
landslide, lateral  spreading,
subsidence, liquefaction or
collapse?

d) Be located on expansive soil,
as defined in Table 18-1-B of the
Uniform Building Code (1994),
creating substantial risks to life or
property?
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Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant No
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
e) Have soils incapable of
adequately supporting the use of
septic tanks or alternative waste X

water disposal systems where
sewers are not available for the
disposal of waste water?

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a

unique paleontological resource X
or site or unique geologic

feature?

DISCUSSION

a) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the
risk of loss, injury, or death involving:

Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent
Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State
Geologist for the area or based on other substantial evidence of a known
fault? Refer to Division of Mines and Geology Special Publication 42.

Less Than Significant Impact. Fresno has no known active earthquake
faults and is not in any Alquist-Priolo Special Studies Zones. The project site
and its vicinity are located in an area traditionally characterized by relatively
low seismic activity. The site is not located in an Alquist-Priolo Earthquake
Fault Zone as

established by the Alquist-Priolo Fault Zoning Act (Section 2622 of Chapter
7.5, Division 2 of the California Public Resources Code). Based on review of
published data and a current understanding of the geologic framework and
tectonic setting of the proposed development, the primary source of seismic
shaking at this site is anticipated to be the Coast Ranges Sierra Block Fault,
which is located approximately 43 miles southwest of the site. The most
serious threat to Fresno from a major earthquake in the Eastern Sierra would
be flooding that could be caused by damage to dams on the upper reaches of
the San Joaquin River.

The Fresno area is classified by the State as being in a moderate seismic risk
zone, Category “C” or “D,” depending on the soils underlying the specific
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location being categorized and that location’s proximity to the nearest known
fault lines. All proposed single-family residential structures proposed by this
project are required to conform to current seismic protection standards in the
California Building Code.

ii. Strong seismic ground shaking?

Less Than Significant Impact. As mentioned above, the Fresno area is
classified by the State as being in a moderate seismic risk zone, Category “C”
or “D,” depending on the soils underlying the specific location being
categorized and that location’s proximity to the nearest known fault lines. All
proposed single-family residential structures proposed by this project are
required to conform to current seismic protection standards in the California
Building Code. These standards are intended to minimize potential risks

iii. Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction?

Less Than Significant Impact. There are no geologic hazards or unstable
soil conditions known to exist on the site. According to the geotechnical study
prepared for the immediately adjacent property, ‘based on the ground shaking
which may be expected at this site and the relative density and geologic age of
the sediments, analysis utilizing Youd (2001) indicates liquefaction or
seismically induced settlement or bearing loss is considered unlikely, even if
there should be a substantial increase in ground water level.’

The existing topography is relatively flat with no apparent unique or significant
landforms such as vernal pools. Development of the property requires
compliance with grading and drainage standards of the City of Fresno. A civil
engineer or soils engineer registered in this state shall complete a Soils
Investigation and Evaluation Report prior to construction. The report shall
provide detailed recommendation for foundations, drainage, and other items.
The preparation of the Soils Investigation and Evaluation Report is an existing
standard. A report was previously prepared for areas immediately adjacent to
the subject site with no indication of any issues.

iv. Landslides?
No Impact. The subject site and surrounding area are completely flat. Thus,
there is no potential for the proposed project to directly or indirectly cause
potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death
involving landslides.

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?
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d)

e)

Less Than Significant Impact. Construction related to the development of the
proposed project will involve ground preparation work for the proposed houses and
associated improvements. These activities may expose soils to natural elements,
including rain and wind, which could result in erosion on the site. However, during
construction the contractor would be required to employ appropriate sediment and
erosion control as part of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) that is
required in the California National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES).
This is already required for projects of this type. In addition to this, once
construction is complete, the Project would not result in soil erosion or loss of
topsoil.

Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become
unstable as a result of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, or collapse?

Less Than Significant Impact. The subject site is not located in an area that has
soil that is unstable or could become unstable enough to result in a landslide any
other catastrophic soil event. Although a geotechnical report has not yet been
completed for the subject site, such a report was prepared for property that is part of
the same agricultural fields that fall directly to the north and west of the subject sites.
As is the case of the fields in question, the adjacent area’s surface consisted of
furrows approximately 12 inches in differential height which had a moderate growth
of seasonal crops. With the exception of the furrows the site is essentially flat which
makes the potential for a landslide unlikely, if not impossible. As mentioned above,
according to the geotechnical study prepared for the immediately adjacent property,
‘based on the ground shaking which may be expected at this site and the relative
density and geologic age of the sediments, analysis utilizing Youd (2001) indicates
liquefaction or seismically induced settlement or bearing loss is considered unlikely,
even if there should be a substantial increase in ground water level.’

Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform
Building Code (1994, as updated), creating substantial direct or indirect risks
to life or property?

Less Than Significant Impact. The natural site soil consists of alluvial sediments
with a geologic age of Pleistocene. The general earth material profile depicted by the
subsurface exploration (of adjacent contiguous property) consisted of silty sand with
laterally discontinuous layers of poorly graded and sandy clay. The granular soils
generally had a relative consistency of medium dense to dense, while the sandy clay
was generally medium stiff to stiff. According to the geotechnical study prepared for
the adjacent property (part of the same agricultural fields), there are no geotechnical
considerations (e.g. expansive soil), which would require special design of slabs for
the future residential development.

Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or
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f)

alternative waste water disposal systems where sewers are not available for
the disposal of waste water?

No Impact. The project will be connected to City of Fresno sewer and water
systems and thus does not propose the construction of septic tanks or alternative
waste disposal systems.

Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or
unique geologic feature?

Less Than Significant Impact. There are no known paleontological resources on or
near the site. The City of Fresno General Plan MEIR employs standard mitigation
measures that ensure that unknown buried resources are protected during
construction, including paleontological resources. In addition to this, based on the
geotechnical and soils reports prepared for the properties immediately adjacent to
the subject sites, there are no unique geological features in the area.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant |
o mpact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

VIIl. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS — Would the project:

a) Generate greenhouse gas
emissions, either directly or
indirectly, that may have a X
significant impact on the
environment?

b) Conflict with an applicable
plan, policy or regulation adopted
for the purpose of reducing the
emissions of greenhouse gases?

DISCUSSION

Various gases in the Earth’'s atmosphere, classified as atmospheric greenhouse gases
(GHGSs), play a critical role in determining the Earth’s surface temperature. Solar
radiation enters Earth’s atmosphere from space, and a portion of the radiation is
absorbed by the Earth’s surface. The Earth emits this radiation back toward space, but
the properties of the radiation change from high-frequency solar radiation to lower-
frequency infrared radiation.
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Naturally occurring greenhouse gases include water vapor (H20), carbon dioxide (CO2),
methane (CHa4), nitrous oxide (N20), and ozone (O3z). Several classes of halogenated
substances that contain fluorine, chlorine, or bromine are also greenhouse gases, but
they are, for the most part, solely a product of industrial activities. Although the direct
greenhouse gases CO2, CH4, and N20 occur naturally in the atmosphere, human
activities have changed their atmospheric concentrations. From the pre-industrial era
(i.e., ending about 1750) to 2011, concentrations of these three greenhouse gases have
increased globally by 40, 150, and 20 percent, respectively (Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change [IPCC], 2013).

Greenhouse gases, which are transparent to solar radiation, are effective in absorbing
infrared radiation. As a result, this radiation that otherwise would have escaped back
into space is now retained, resulting in a warming of the atmosphere. This phenomenon
is known as the greenhouse effect. Among the prominent GHGs contributing to the
greenhouse effect are carbon dioxide (COz2), methane (CHa4), ozone (Os), water vapor,
nitrous oxide (N20), and chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs).

The emissions from a single project will not cause global climate change, however,
GHG emissions from multiple projects throughout the world could result in a cumulative
impact with respect to global climate change. Therefore, the analysis of GHGs and
climate change presented in this section is presented in terms of the proposed project’s
contribution to cumulative impacts and potential to result in cumulatively considerable
impacts related to GHGs and climate change.

Cumulative impacts are the collective impacts of one or more past, present, and future
projects that, when combined, result in adverse changes to the environment. In
determining the significance of a proposed project’s contribution to anticipated adverse
future conditions, a lead agency should generally undertake a two-step analysis. The
first question is whether the combined effects from both the proposed project and other
projects would be cumulatively significant. If the agency answers this inquiry in the
affirmative, the second question is whether “the proposed project’s incremental effects
are cumulatively considerable” and thus significant in and of themselves. The
cumulative project list for this issue (climate change) comprises anthropogenic (i.e.,
human-made) GHG emissions sources across the globe and no project alone would
reasonably be expected to contribute to a noticeable incremental change to the global
climate. However, legislation and executive orders on the subject of climate change in
California have established a statewide context and process for developing an
enforceable statewide cap on GHG emissions. Given the nature of environmental
consequences from GHGs and global climate change, CEQA requires that lead
agencies consider evaluating the cumulative impacts of GHGs. Small contributions to
this cumulative impact (from which significant effects are occurring and are expected to
worsen over time) may be potentially considerable and, therefore, significant.

Significance Thresholds
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Governor’s Office of Planning and Research’s (OPR’s) Guidance does not include a
guantitative threshold of significance to use for assessing a project's GHG emissions
under CEQA. Moreover, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) has not
established such a threshold or recommended a method for setting a threshold for
project-level analysis. In the absence of a consistent statewide threshold, a threshold of
significance for analyzing the project's GHG emissions was developed. The issue of
setting a GHG threshold is complex and dynamic, especially in light of the California
Supreme Court decision in Center for Biological Diversity v. California Department of
Fish and Wildlife (referred to as the Newhall Ranch decision hereafter). The California
Supreme Court ruling also highlighted the need for the threshold to be tailored to the
specific project type, its location, and the surrounding setting. Therefore, the threshold
used to analyze the project is specific to the analysis herein and the City retains the
ability to develop and/or use different thresholds of significance for other projects in its
capacity as lead agency and recognizing the need for the individual threshold to be
tailored and specific to individual projects.

The SJVAPCD provides guidance for addressing GHG emissions under CEQA. The
SJVAPCD guidance regarding evaluating GHG significance notes that if a project
complies with an adopted statewide, regional, or local plan for reduction or mitigation of
GHG emissions, then impacts related to GHGs would be less than significant.
Additionally, the SJVAPCD requires quantification of GHG emissions for all projects
which the lead agency has determined that an EIR is required. Although an EIR is not
required for the proposed project, the GHG emissions are quantified below.

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may
have a significant impact on the environment?

Less than Significant Impact. As mentioned above, the SJVAPCD provides
guidance for addressing Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions under CEQA. The
SJVAPCD guidance regarding evaluating GHG significance notes that if a project
complies with an adopted statewide, regional, or local plan for reduction or mitigation
of GHG emissions, then impacts related to GHGs would be less than significant.

The proposed project’'s short-term construction-related and long-term operational
GHG emissions for buildout of the proposed project, were estimated using
CalEEModTM (v.2016.3.2). CalEEMod is a statewide model designed to provide a
uniform platform for government agencies, land use planners, and environmental
professionals to quantify GHG emissions from land use projects. The model
guantifies direct GHG emissions from construction and operation (including vehicle
use), as well as indirect GHG emissions, such as GHG emissions from energy use,
solid waste disposal, vegetation planting and/or removal, and water use. Emissions
are expressed in annual metric tons of CO2 equivalent units of measure (i.e.,
MTCO2e), based on the global warming potential of the individual pollutants.

Short-Term Construction GHG Emissions
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Estimated increases in GHG emissions associated with construction of the proposed
project are summarized in the table below.

Construction GHG Emissions (Unmitigated Metric Tons Per Year)

Year %‘8& NBio-CO2 Total CO2 CHa N20 Coge
2020 | 0.0000 305.1925 305.1925 0.0757 0.0000|  307.0847
Maximum | 0.0000 305.1925 305.1925 0.0757 0.0000 | 307.0847

As presented in the table, maximum short-term annual construction emissions of
GHG associated with development of the project are estimated to be 307.0847
MTCOze (2020).

These construction GHG emissions are a one-time release and are comparatively
much lower than emissions associated with operational phases of a project.
Cumulatively, these construction emissions would not generate a significant
contribution to global climate change.

Long-Term Operational GHG Emissions

The long-term operational emissions estimate for buildout of the proposed project,
incorporates the potential area source and vehicle emissions, and emissions
associated with utility and water usage, and wastewater and solid waste generation.
Estimated GHG emissions associated with the buildout of the proposed project is
summarized in the table below. As shown in the following table, the annual GHG
emissions associated with buildout of the proposed project would be 2358.2
MTCO2e.

Operational GHG Emissions 2022 (Metric Tons Per Year)

Category | Bio-CO2 NBio-CO: Total CO CH, N2O CO2e
Area 0.0000 1.0096 0.00015 9.7 0.00 1.0339
Energy 0.0000 331.2800 331.2800 0.0119 4.1500 332.8153
Mobile 0.0000 1,957.6003 1,957.6003 0.1487 0.0 1961.3185
Waste 17.5384 0.00 17.5384 1.0365 0.0 43.4507
Water 1.7363 12.1282 13.8645 0.1789 4.32 19.6252
Total 19.2747 2302.0181 2321.2928 1.3770 8.47 2358.2435

SOURCE: CALEEMOD (V.2016.3.2).

The maximum short-term annual construction emissions of GHG associated with
development of the project are estimated to be 307.0847 MTCOze (2020). As stated
previously, short-term construction GHG emissions are a one-time release of GHGs
and are not expected to significantly contribute to global climate change over the
lifetime of the proposed project. The annual operational GHG emissions associated
with buildout of the proposed project would be 2358.2435 MTCO:2e. Additionally, as
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discussed in more detail below, the project would be generally consistent with the
applicable goals and policies related to greenhouse gas reduction measures.

Because of this, the proposed project will not occur at a scale or scope with
potential to contribute substantially or cumulatively to the generation of greenhouse
gas emissions.

b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose
of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases?

Less than significant impact. While the City of Fresno General Plan does not
meet the criteria of the CEQA Guidelines 15064.4(b)(3) for an appropriate GHG
emissions reduction program, it includes policies aimed at reducing vehicle travel
and energy usage which would include GHG reductions. Therefore, the
compatibility of the project with the relevant policies of the General Plan are
evaluated.

General Plan Compliance

In August 2014 the City of Fresno revised its General Plan which includes very few
measures specifically relevant to climate change, however, some of the Air Quality
and Circulation goals, policies, and action items will reduce GHG emissions as well
as other pollutant emission thresholds, as they aim to eliminate driven vehicle miles
and boost energy efficiency. The project conforms to applicable items, as shown in
the table below.

Plan Consistency

General Plan Policy Project Consistency

Objective RC-4. In cooperation with The project will comply with all
other jurisdictions and agencies in applicable policies and rules related
the San Joaquin Valley Air Basin, to air quality and will thus comply with
take necessary actions to achieve this  policy. The project has
and maintain compliance with State submitted an ISR/AIA to the San
and federal air quality standards for Joaquin Valley Air Pollution control
criteria pollutants. district.

RC-4-a Support Regional Efforts. City effort, not applicable.

Support and lead, where appropriate,
regional, State and federal programs
and actions for the improvement of
air quality, especially the SJVAPCD’s
efforts to monitor and control air
pollutants from both stationary and
mobile sources and implement
Reasonably Available Control
Measures in the Ozone Attainment
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Plan.

RC-4-b Conditions of Approval.
Develop and incorporate air quality
maintenance requirements,
compatible with Air Quality
Attainment and Maintenance Plans,
as conditions of approval for General
Plan amendments, community plans,
Specific Plans, neighborhood plans,

The City of Fresno Development
Code incorporates relevant general
plan policies, including this policy,
into development code requirements.
Given that the City will ensure all
development code requirements are
met during the review of the
proposed project, the project

Concept Plans, and development complies with this policy.
proposals.
RC-4-c  Evaluate Impacts with CalEEMod was used to analyze air

Models. Continue to require the use
of computer models used by
SJVAPCD to evaluate the air quality
impacts of plans and projects that
require such environmental review by

quality impacts of this project. The
findings of this model run are
attached.

the City.
RC-4-d Forward Information. The proposed project was routed by
Forward information regarding the City to the San Joaquin Valley Air

proposed General Plan amendments,
community plans, Specific Plans,
neighborhood plans, Concept Plans,
and development proposals that
require air quality evaluation, and
amendments to development
regulations to the SJVAPCD for their
review of potential air quality and
health impacts.

Pollution Control District and the City
had no comment. In addition, the
applicant submitted an ISR/AIA to the
District for review prior to application
submittal to the City.

RC-4-k Electric Vehicle Charging.

Develop standards to facilitate
electric vehicle charging
infrastructure in  both new and

existing public and private buildings,
in order to accommodate these
vehicles as the technology becomes
more widespread.

Citywide requirement. The City has
developed a streamlined entitlement
process for EV Charging facilities.

Policy RC-2-a Link Land Use to
Transportation. Promote mixed-use,
higher density infill development in
multi-modal corridors. Support land
use patterns that make more efficient
use of the transportation system and
plan future transportation

investments in areas of higher-

The project is proposing single family
development along within a larger
residential master plan that will
provide enhanced sidewalks,
pedestrian paseos, and access to
new park facilities.
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intensity development.
investment in infrastructure
would not meet these criteria.

Discourage
that

Policy UF-14-b  Local Street
Connectivity. Design local roadways
to connect throughout neighborhoods
and large private developments with
adjacent major roadways and
pathways of existing adjacent
development. Create access for
pedestrians and bicycles where a
local street must dead end or be
designed as a cul-de-sac to adjoining
uses that provide services, shopping,
and connecting pathways for access
to the greater community area.

The proposed project has provided
several pedestrian access points to
major streets and park facilities.

Policy UF-14-c Block Length. Create
development standards that provide
desired and maximum block lengths
in residential, retail, and mixed-use
districts in order to enhance
walkability.

The project has provided reduced
block lengths to allow for an
enhanced pedestrian environment.

Policy MT-6-a Link Residences to
Destinations. Design a pedestrian
and bicycle path network that links

residential areas with  Activity
Centers, such as parks and
recreational facilities, educational
institutions, employment centers,

cultural sites, and other focal points
of the city environment.

The proposed project has provided
several pedestrian access points or
linkages to major streets to allow for
future access to commercial and
employment opportunities
surrounding the subject site.

State Scoping Plan

Assembly Bill 32 was enacted by the state in 2006 in an effort to reduce GHGs to
1990 levels by 2020. In 2008, the ARB adopted the Climate Change Scoping Plan
in accordance with the requirements of AB 32 which outlines the actions
recommended to achieve that aim. The Scoping Plan involves a number of
measures to reduce the pollution from the State. The project is in compliance with
several of the measures as described below.

Scoping Plan Reduction Measures Consistency Analysis

Scoping Plan Reduction Measure

Consistency/Applicability
Determination

1. California Cap-and-Trade Program

Not applicable. Although the cap-
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Linked to Western Climate Initiative.
Implement a broad-based California
Cap-and-Trade program to provide a
firm limit on emissions. Link the
California cap-and-trade program
with other Western Climate Initiative
Partner programs to create a regional
market system to achieve greater
environmental and economic benefits
for California. Ensure California’s
program meets all applicable AB 32
requirements  for  market-based

and-trade system has begun,
products or services would be
covered and the cost of the cap-and-
trade system would be transferred to
the consumers.

mechanisms.
2. California Light-Duty Vehicle Consistent. This is a statewide
Greenhouse Gas Standards. measure that cannot be implemented

Implement adopted standards and
planned second phase of the
program. Align zero-emission vehicle,
alternative and renewable fuel and
vehicle technology programs with
long-term climate change goals.

by a project applicant or lead agency.
However, the standards would be
applicable to the light-duty vehicles
that would access the project site.

3. Energy Efficiency. Maximize
energy efficiency building and
appliance standards; pursue
additional efficiency including new
technologies, policy, and

Consistent. This is a measure for
the State to increase its energy
efficiency standards in new buildings.
The project is required to build to the
new standards and would increase its

implementation mechanisms. Pursue energy efficiency through
comparable investment in energy compliance.

efficiency from all retail providers of

electricity in California.

4. Renewable Portfolio Standard. Consistent. This is a statewide

Achieve 33% renewable energy mix
statewide. Renewable energy
sources include (but are not limited
to) wind, solar, geothermal, small

measure that cannot be implemented
by a project applicant or lead agency.
PG&E obtains 19% of its power
supply from renewable sources such

hydroelectric, biomass, anaerobic as solar and geothermal.
digestion, and landfill gas.
5. Low Carbon Fuel Standard. Consistent. This is a statewide

Develop and adopt the Low Carbon
Fuel Standard.

measure that cannot be implemented
by a project applicant or lead agency.
When this measure is initiated, the
standard would be applicable to the
fuel used by vehicles that would
access the project site.

6. Regional Transportation-Related

Consistent. SB 375 has no
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Greenhouse Gas Targets. Develop
regional greenhouse gas emissions
reduction targets for passenger
vehicles. This measure refers to SB
375.

requirements that apply directly to
development projects; however, the
development and density proposed
by the project will contribute to
achieving SB 375 regional targets.

7. Vehicle Efficiency Measures. Consistent. When this measure is

Implement light-duty vehicle initiated, the standards would be

efficiency measures. applicable to the light-duty vehicles
that would access the project site.

8. Goods Movement. Implement Not applicable. The project does not

adopted regulations for the use of
shore power for ships at berth.
Improve efficiency in goods
movement activities.

propose any changes to maritime,
rail, or intermodal facilities or forms of
transportation.

9. Million Solar Roofs Program.
Install 3,000 MW of solar-electric
capacity under California’s existing
solar programs.

Consistent. This measure is to
increase solar throughout California,
which is being done by various
electricity providers and existing solar
programs. The project would comply
with Title 24, which requires new
buildings to be *“solar ready.” The
project would not preclude the
implementation of this strategy.

10. Medium/Heavy-Duty Vehicles.
Adopt medium and heavy-duty
vehicle efficiency measures.

Not applicable. This is a statewide
measure that cannot be implemented
by a project applicant or lead agency.
The standards phase-in over model
years 2014 through 2018. Vehicles
that access the project site are
subject to the regulation.

11. Industrial Emissions. Require
assessment of large industrial
sources to determine whether

individual sources within a facility can
cost effectively reduce greenhouse
gas emissions and provide other
pollution reduction co-benefits.
Reduce greenhouse gas emissions
from fugitive emissions from oil and
gas extraction and gas transmission.
Adopt and implement regulations to
control fugitive methane emissions
and reduce flaring at refineries.

Not applicable. This measure would
apply to the direct GHG emissions at
major industrial facilities emitting
more than 25,000 MTCO2e per year.
Furthermore, the project is not an
industrial land use.

12. High Speed Rail. Support
implementation of a high-speed ralil

Not applicable. This is a statewide
measure that cannot be implemented
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system.

by a project applicant or lead agency.

13. Green Building Strategy. Expand
the use of green building practices to
reduce the carbon footprint of
California’s new and  existing
inventory of buildings.

Consistent. The project would
comply with the California Energy
Code, and thus incorporate
applicable energy efficiency features
designed to reduce project energy
consumption.

14. High Global Warming Potential
Gases. Adopt measures to reduce
high global warming potential gases.

Not applicable. This measure is
applicable to the high global warming
potential gases that would be used
by sources with large equipment
(such as in air conditioning and
commercial refrigerators) that are not
part of this residential project.

15. Recycling and Waste. Reduce

methane emissions at landfills.
Increase waste diversion,
composting, and commercial

recycling. Move toward zero-waste.

Consistent. The project would utilize
City of Fresno recycling services. The
City has consistently exceeded its
State recycling mandates.

16. Sustainable Forests. Preserve
forest sequestration and encourage
the use of forest biomass for
sustainable energy generation.

Not applicable. The project site is
not forested; therefore, this measure
is not applicable.

17. Water. Continue efficiency
programs and use cleaner energy
sources to move and treat water.

Consistent. The project would
comply with Green Building Code
regulations and would implement
required water conservation features.

18. Agriculture. In the near-term,
encourage investment in manure
digesters and at the five-year
Scoping Plan update determine if the
program should be made mandatory
by 2020.

Not applicable. The project site is
not designated for agriculture
purposes. No dairy or, feedlot that
would generate manure are proposed
to be implemented by the project.

In conclusion, the project contains a range of features which will reduce GHG
emissions. These characteristics are in line with the project-level approaches
described in the ARB Scoping Plan and the City of Fresno General Plan. The
project supports the Scoping Plan's targets by introducing design steps to reduce
the energy usage, water use, and vehicle miles traveled. Therefore, the project
does not conflict with any plans to reduce GHG emissions. The impact is less than
significant.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

IX. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIAL — Would the project:

a) Create a significant hazard to
the public or the environment
through the routine transport,
use, or disposal of hazardous
materials?

b) Create a significant hazard to
the public or the environment
through reasonably foreseeable
upset and accident conditions
involving the release of
hazardous materials into the
environment?

c) Emit hazardous emissions or
handle hazardous or acutely
hazardous materials, substances,
or waste within one-quarter mile
of an existing or proposed
school?

d) Be located on a site which is
included on a list of hazardous
materials sites compiled pursuant
to Government Code Section
65962.5 and, as a result, would it
create a significant hazard to the
public or the environment?

e) For a project located within an
airport land use plan or, where
such a plan has not been
adopted, within two miles of a
public airport or public use
airport, would the project result in
a safety hazard for people
residing or working in the project
area?
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Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant No
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

f) Impair implementation of or
physically interfere with an

adopted emergency response X
plan or emergency evacuation
plan?

g) Expose people or structures,
either directly or indirectly, to a X
significant risk of loss, injury or
death involving wildland fires?

DISCUSSION

a)

b)

Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the
routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials?

Less than Significant Impact. There are no known existing hazardous material
conditions on the property and the property is not included on a list of hazardous
materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5. The project
itself will not generate or use hazardous materials other than normal household
chemicals and cleaning agents.

Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through
reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of
hazardous materials into the environment?

Less than Significant Impact. The project is proposing single family residential
development, with no chance of the release of hazardous materials into the
environment.

Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous
materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or
proposed school?

No Impact. Although the project site is directly adjacent to an elementary school,

the proposed use (single family residential) does not have the potential to emit
hazardous emissions or handle hazardous materials.
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d)

f)

g)

Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites
compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result,
would it create a significant hazard to the public or the environment?

No Impact. The subject site is not located on a site included on a list of hazardous
materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5

For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has
not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport,
would the project result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in
the project area?

Less than Significant Impact. The subject site is located within the traffic pattern
zone of the Fresno Chandler Airport. This proposed residential development on the
subject site is in conformance with the Fresno County Airport Land Use Plan and
therefore there are no concerns related to the safety of people living on the subject
site at the density proposed.

Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency
response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

Less than Significant Impact. The project is proposing a single-family residential
development at a density and intensity called for in the Fresno General Plan and
Southwest Specific Plan. The development does not have the potential to interfere
with an adopted emergency plan or evacuation plan because it is proposing land
uses and densities already planned by the Fresno General Plan and Southwest
Specific plan. In addition, the proposed project does not impair the implementation
of the Fresno County Hazard Mitigation Plan.

Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a significant risk
of loss, injury, or death involving wildland fires?

Less than Significant Impact. The subject site is not near a forested area or an
area with the potential to result in a wildfire. The proposed residential development
does not pose a significant risk of loss, injury of death involving wildland fires.

Mitigation Measures

1.

The proposed project shall implement and incorporate, as applicable, the hazards
and hazardous materials related mitigation measures as identified in the attached
MEIR Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program dated June 26, 2020.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No

Impact

X. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY —Wo

uld the project:

a) Violate any water quality
standards or waste discharge
requirements or otherwise
substantially degrade surface or
ground water quality?

b) Substantially decrease
groundwater supplies or interfere
substantially with groundwater
recharge such that the project
may impede sustainable
groundwater management of the
basin?

c) Substantially alter the existing
drainage pattern of the site or
area, including through the
alteration of the course of a
stream or river, or through the
addition of impervious surfaces,
in a manner which would:

i) Result in a substantial erosion
or siltation on- or off-site;

i) Substantially increase the rate
or amount of surface runoff in a
manner which would result in
flooding on- or off-site:

iii) create or contribute runoff
water which would exceed the
capacity of existing or planned
stormwater drainage systems or
provide substantial additional
sources of polluted runoff; or

iv) impede or redirect flood flows?
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Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant No
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or
seiche zones, risk release of X
pollutants due to  project
inundation?
e) Conflict with or obstruct

implementation of a water quality X
control plan or sustainable
groundwater management plan?

DISCUSSION

General Plan MEIR mitigation measures included herein, will address the issues of
providing an adequate, reliable, and sustainable water supply for the project’s urban
domestic and public safety consumptive purposes. With MEIR mitigation measures
incorporated, the project will not result in any hydrology or water quality impacts beyond
those analyzed in MEIR SCH No. 2012111015.

a)

b)

Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or
otherwise substantially degrade surface or ground water quality?

Prior to construction, the contractor will prepare a Stormwater Pollution Prevention
Plan (SWPPP) that is required in the California National Pollution Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES). This will ensure that the project will not violate any
water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or otherwise degrade
surface or ground water quality.

Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with
groundwater recharge such that the project may impede sustainable
groundwater management of the basin?

Less Than Significant Impact. Water service would be provided to the Project by
the City of Fresno. Project water demand was determined using the City’s adopted
2015 Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP) methodologies and calculated on
the basis of the following assumptions:

* Residential: 84 single-family units; historic water usages per capita
adjusted for City Urban Water Management Plan assumptions

regarding water conservation usage effects.
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* 84 dwelling units X 4.5 persons per dwelling unit =378 persons X 240
GPCD = 90,720 total gallons per day X 365 days per year =
33,112,800 gallons per year

While the Project would increase demand for water resources beyond current
levels, the Project would utilize less water than the water demand projections
contained in the 2015 UWMP with respect to development of this site. Based on the
assumptions in the City's UWMP, the Project would not negatively impact water
supplies or otherwise deplete groundwater supplies. Moreover, the proposed Project
is not anticipated to interfere with groundwater recharge efforts being implemented
by the City. The City's UWMP contains a detailed evaluation of existing sources of
water supply, anticipated future water demand, extensive conservation measures,
and the development of new water supplies (recycled water, increased recharge,
surface water treatment, etc.). Measures contained in the UWMP as well as the
City’s General Plan are intended to reduce demands on groundwater resources by
augmenting supply and introducing conservation measures and other mitigation
strategies. Implementation of MEIR Mitigation Measure HYD — 1 will ensure that
any impacts remain less than significant.

Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including
through the alteration of the course of a stream or river, or through the
addition of impervious surfaces, in a manner which would:

i. Resultin substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site?

Less Than Significant Impact. The Project has been reviewed by the Fresno
Metropolitan Flood Control District and conditions and requirements of the
Project pertaining to storm drain facilities have been provided and required
which will address potential impacts. In addition, construction related to the
development of the proposed project will involve ground preparation work for
the proposed houses and associated improvements. These activities may
expose soils to natural elements, including rain and wind, which could result in
erosion on the site. However, during construction the contractor would be
required to employ appropriate sediment and erosion control as part of a
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) that is required in the
California National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES). This is
already required for projects of this type. Given that these are standard
requirements and processes, these are not considered mitigation measures for
the purposes of CEQA.

ii. Substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner,
which would result in flooding on- or off-site?

Less Than Significant Impact. The Project has been reviewed by the Fresno
Metropolitan Flood Control District and conditions and requirements of the
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Project pertaining to storm drain facilities have been provided and required
which will address potential impacts of surface runoff and there is no
anticipated increase in the rate or amount of surface runoff that would result in
flooding on- or off- site.

Create or contribute runoff water, which would exceed the capacity of
existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial
additional sources of polluted runoff?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project is proposed at a density
intensity allowed and planned for by the City of Fresno and Fresno
Metropolitan Flood Control District and thus the runoff water will not exceed
the capacity of the planned stormwater drainage facilities in the area. In
addition, single family residential uses are not considered a use that produces
polluted runoff, and thus, this project would not result in substantial sources of
polluted runoff water.

Impede or redirect flood flows?

Less Than Significant Impact. The Project has been reviewed by the Fresno
Metropolitan Flood Control District and conditions and requirements of the
Project pertaining to storm drain facilities have been provided and required
which will address potential impacts. The proposed project will be designed to
address and meet all requirements of the Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control
District and thus will not impede or redirect flood flows.

d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of pollutants due to

project inundation?

No Impact. There are no bodies of water near the site that would create a potential
risk of hazards from seiche, tsunami or mudflow.

Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan or
sustainable groundwater management plan?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed Project will be in compliance with all
water quality control plans and other hydrological requirements established by the
City of Fresno.

Mitigation Measures

1. The proposed project shall implement and incorporate, as applicable, the hydrology

and water quality related mitigation measures as identified in the attached MEIR
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program dated June 26, 2020.
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Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact

Incorporated
XI. LAND USE AND PLANNING — Would the project:
a) Physically divide an X
established community?
b) Cause a significant
environmental impact due to a
conflict with any land use plan,
policy, or regulation adopted for X
the purpose of avoiding or
mitigating an  environmental
effect?
DISCUSSION

The project would require approval of a tentative tract map. The proposed project site is
designated and zoned for residential uses. Upon approval, the proposed project would
not conflict with any land use plan, policy or regulation. The project would not require a
rezone or General Plan amendment.

a)

b)

Physically divide an established community?

Less Than Significant Impact. The subject property is currently used for
agricultural uses and will be developed with residential uses. The development of
new single-family neighborhoods would connect neighborhoods by providing access
to an existing neighborhood to the east of the subject site, and eventually connecting
that neighborhood to a future park that will be part of the larger Oasis Master
Planned development. Thus, the proposed project will not physically divide an
established community.

Cause a significant environmental impact due to a conflict with any land use
plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect?

The proposed project complies with all general plan and specific plan policies. The
project is identified for single family residential uses in the Southwest Fresno
Specific Plan. In addition, the project will comply with several general plan policies.
Specifically, the project will comply with the following goals and policies.
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Goal No. 1 of the Fresno General Plan: Increase opportunity, economic
development, business and job creation.

The project will provide temporary construction jobs and will provide housing for the
growing local work force.

Goal No. 8 of the Fresno General Plan: Develop Complete Neighborhoods and
districts with an efficient and diverse mix of residential densities, building types, and
affordability which are designed to be healthy, attractive, and centered by schools,
parks, and public and commercial services to provide a sense of place and that
provide as many services as possible within walking distance.

The project is part of a master plan that will include 2 parks, is near public schools,
and is in an area planned for additional residential development.

Goal No. 12 of the Fresno General Plan: Resolve existing public infrastructure and
service deficiencies, make full use of existing infrastructure, and invest in
improvements to increase competitiveness and promote economic growth.

The Project will tie into existing infrastructure (water, sewer and storm water) located
in the project vicinity.

Implementing Policies LU-1-a and LU-2-a of the Fresno General Plan: promote
development of vacant, underdeveloped, and re-developable land within the within
the Existing City Limits as of December 31, 2012 where urban services are
available.

The proposed Project will be constructed in an area planned for residential
development where existing infrastructure is available.

Implementing Policy LU-5-b of the Fresno General Plan: promotes medium low
density residential uses to preserve existing uses of that nature or provide a
transition between low and medium density residential areas.

The proposed Project is located in an area that is planned for residential
development.
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Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

XIl. MINERAL RESOURCES — Would the project:
a) Result in the loss of availability
of a known mineral resource that X
would be of value to the region
and the residents of the state?
b) Result in the loss of availability
of a locally-important mineral
resource recovery site delineated X
on a local general plan, specific
plan or other land use plan?

DISCUSSION

a)

b)

Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of
value to the region and the residents of the state?

No Impact. The subject site is not located in an area designated for mineral
resource preservation or recovery, therefore, the project will not result in the loss of
availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the region and the
residents of the state.

Result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral resource
recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan, or other land
use plan?

No Impact. The subject site is not delineated on a local general plan, specific plan
or other land use plan as a locally important mineral resource recovery site;
therefore, it will not result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral
resource. In conclusion, the proposed project would not result in any mineral
resource environmental impacts beyond those analyzed in MEIR SCH No.
2012111015.
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Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant No
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

XIIl. NOISE — Would the project result in:

a) Generation of a substantial
temporary or permanent increase
in ambient noise levels in the
vicinity of the project in excess of X
standards established in the local
general plan or noise ordinance,
or applicable standards of other
agencies?

b) Generation of excessive
groundborne vibration or X
groundborne noise levels?

c) For a project located within the
vicinity of a private airstrip or an
airport land use plan or, where
such a plan has not been
adopted, within two miles of a X
public airport or public use
airport, would the project expose
people residing or working in the
project area to excessive noise
levels?

DISCUSSION

The Project is located within an area characterized by rural residential and agricultural
land uses in the southwest portion of Fresno.

Noise is most often described as unwanted sound. Although sound can be easily
measured, the perception of noise and the physical response to sound complicate the
analysis of its impact on people. The City of Fresno is impacted by a multitude of noise
sources. Mobile sources of noise, especially cars and trucks, are the most common and
significant sources of noise in most communities, and they are predominant sources of
noise in the City. In addition, commercial, industrial, and institutional land uses
throughout the City (i.e., schools, fire stations, utilities) generate stationary-source
noise. The Project is located in an area with a mix of uses. The predominant noise
sources in the Project area include traffic on local roadways, typical noise from the
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nearby schools (loud speakers, kids playing, etc.), residential noise (lawn mowers,
audio equipment, voices, etc.), and noise from nearby agricultural operations. Sensitive
receptors in the area include the residential housing and a school to the west of the
subject site.

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase in ambient noise
levels in the vicinity of the project in excess of standards established in the
local general plan or noise ordinance, or in other applicable local, state, or
federal standards?

Less Than Significant Impact. Guidance for acceptable noise levels are provided
in Section 10-102(b) of the City’s Municipal Code. Section 10 provides existing
ambient noise levels to be applied to various districts, further divided into various
hours of the day. For residential projects, a noise violation is expected to occur if
ambient noise levels (measured in dBA) are increased by more than 5 dBA.

Proposed Project construction related activities will involve temporary noise sources.
Typical construction related equipment include graders, trenchers, small tractors and
excavators. Activities involved in construction will generate maximum noise levels,
as indicated in Table 3.12-1, ranging from 79 to 91 dBA at a distance of 50 feet,
without feasible noise control (e.g., mufflers) and ranging from 75 to 80 dBA at a
distance of 50 feet, with feasible noise controls. In order to address the potential
impacts construction activities would not occur between the hours of 10:00 PM and
7:00 AM, Monday through Saturday, and not at all on Sundays, in accordance with
Fresno Municipal Code Section 10-109, which limits work hours “to between the
hours of 7 AM and 10 PM on any day except Sunday.”

The primary source of on-going noise from the propose project will be from vehicles
traveling to and from the site. The Project will generate an increase in traffic on
some roadways in the Project area. However, the relatively low number of new trips
associated with the Project is not likely to increase the ambient noise levels by a
significant amount. Policy H-1-b of the City’s Noise Element addresses significant
Project- related increases in ambient noise levels for evaluation of noise impacts. A
significant increase is assumed to occur if a project causes the ambient noise level to
increase by the following amounts:

Where ambient noise levels are <60 dB : an increase of 5 dB or more
Where ambient noise levels are 60-65 dB: an increase of 3 dB or more
Where ambient noise levels are >65 dB :an increase of 1.5 dB or more

Given the amount of existing vehicular activity in the Project area, the moderate
increase in traffic associated with the 84 new single family residential homes is not
expected to increase ambient noise levels by more than 1 dB. The area is active
with vehicles, residential housing and agricultural operations and the proposed
Project will not introduce a new significant source of noise that isn't already
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b)

occurring in the area.
Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels?

Less Than Significant Impact. Any groundborne vibration would occur during
construction and would not be long-term. There are no aspects of daily operations
that would create groundborne vibration.

For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has
not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport,
would the project expose people residing or working in the project area to
excessive noise levels?

Less Than Significant Impact. Although the subject property is within the Traffic
Pattern Zone for the Chandler Airport, the Fresno County Airport Land Use Plan
shows that the subject site is not located within a 60 or 60 CNEL noise contour.
Thus, residential uses are considered compatible in this area and thus the location
of residential uses on the subject site will not expose people residing in the area to
excessive noise levels from aircratft.

Mitigation Measures

1.

The proposed project shall implement and incorporate the noise related mitigation
measures as identified in the attached MEIR Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting
Program dated June 26, 2020.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than NoO
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant |
e mpact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

XIV. POPULATION AND HOUSING — Would the project:

a) Induce substantial unplanned
population growth in an area,
either directly (for example, by
proposing new homes and X
businesses) or indirectly (for
example, through extension of
roads or other infrastructure)?
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Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant No
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

b) Displace substantial numbers
of existing people or housing, X
necessitating the construction of
replacement housing elsewhere?

DISCUSSION

a) Induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area, either directly (for
example, by proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example,
through extension of roads or other infrastructure)?

Less than Significant Impact. CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.2(d) requires that a
CEQA document discuss the ways in which the proposed Project could foster
economic or population growth, or the construction of additional housing, either
directly or indirectly, in the surrounding environment. The CEQA Guidelines provide
the example of a major expansion of a wastewater treatment plant that may allow for
more construction within the service area. The CEQA Guidelines also note that the
evaluation of growth inducement should consider the characteristics of a project that
may encourage or facilitate other activities that could significantly affect the
environment. This impact will first discuss the potential for direct and indirect growth
inducement and then address consistency with regional population and growth
projections. Direct and Indirect Growth Inducement consists of activities that directly
facilitate population growth. The construction of new dwelling units is considered an
activity that directly results in population growth.

A key consideration in evaluating growth inducement is whether the activity in
guestion constitutes “planned growth”. A residential project that is consistent with
the underlying General Plan and zoning designations would generally be considered
planned growth because it was previously contemplated by these long-range
documents, and, thus, would not be deemed to have a significant growth-inducing
effect.

In addition, it is expected that the infrastructure extended to the Project site would be
sized to serve the Project and will not be “over-sized” to serve any additional
development in the area. As such, the extension of this urban infrastructure is
“growth accommodating” because it is intended to facilitate planned growth. This
relatively small population will not affect any regional population, housing or
employment projections anticipated by City policy documents.
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b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, necessitating the
construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

No Impact. The project site is currently used for agricultural uses and will not result
in the displacement of people or housing.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

XV. PUBLIC SERVICES — Would the project:

a) Result in substantial adverse
physical impacts associated with
the provision of new or physically
altered governmental facilities,
need for new or physically altered
governmental facilities, the
construction of which could cause
significant environmental
impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios,
response times or  other
performance objectives for any of
the public services:

Fire protection?

Police protection?

Schools?

Parks?

Other public facilities?

X | X | X | X | X

DISCUSSION

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated
with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, or the
need for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of
which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times, or other performance objectives for

any of the public services:
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Fire protection?

Less than Significant Impact. According to the City of Fresno Fire
Department, with the construction of Fire Station #19 several years ago, all
houses are within a 3.0 mile response distance from an existing operational
fire station. Fire station 19 is the nearest station and is approximately 2.2 miles
(driving distance) north of the site. The tract is over ¥2 mile to an existing
public water main infrastructure. Because of this, the applicant is required to
provide public water mains with two sources of water and fire hydrants within
the tract at 600 foot residential spacing. With the implementation of standard
conditions of approval, adequate fire services can be provided to the subject
site with no impacts to response times or service ratios.

Police protection?

Less than Significant Impact. Protection services would be provided to the
Project from the existing Southwest Police District, approximately three miles
to the southwest at 1211 Fresno Street, Fresno, CA 93706. The Fresno
Police Department provides a full range of police services including
uniformed patrol response to calls for service, crime prevention, tactical crime
and enforcement (including gang and violent crime suppression), and traffic
enforcement/accident prevention. The Project site is located in an area
currently served by the Police Department; the Department would not need to
expand its existing service area or construct a new facility to serve the Project
site.

Schools?

Less than Significant Impact. The closest school is Madison elementary
school, which is immediately west and adjacent to the subject site. The
closest middle school is El Capitan Middle School which is approximately 4
miles north of the site and the closest High School is Central High East
Campus at approximately 5.7 miles northwest of the subject site. Educational
services for the proposed Project will be provided by the Central Unified
School District and the Project developer will be required to pay a School
Impact Fee to mitigate impacts to the school. Funding for schools and school
facilities impacts is outlined in Education Code Section 17620 and
Government Code Section 65995 et. seq., which governs the amount of fees
that can be levied against new development. These fees are used to
construct new or expanded school facilities. Payment of fees authorized by
the statute is deemed “full and complete mitigation.” The proposed Project
will be required to pay impact fees from new development based on the
Developer Fee rates that are in place at the time payment is due. The
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payment amount is determined by the School District and the State Allocation
Board (SAB). Payment of the applicable impact fees by the Project applicant
would fund capital and labor costs associated with providing school services
to the Project.

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project (the construction of 84
single family homes) is part of a larger master planned development that is
proposing the construction of two parks. In addition, the Project will be
required to pay City park facility impact fees. The nearest parks to the site are
Chandler Park, which is 1.43 miles from the subject site, and Sunset Park,

iv. Parks?
which is 1.48 miles from the subject site.
v. Other public facilities?

Less than Significant Impact. Development of the Project will increase the
demand for other public services. However, the small increase in demand will
not require construction of additional facilities. In addition, mitigation measures
General Plan MIER mitigation measure PUB-1 (Payment of public service
impact fees) requires that the Project Applicant pay development impact fees
for police, fire, recreation and other public services as determined by the City

of Fresno

Mitigation Measures

1. The proposed project shall implement and incorporate, as applicable, the public
service related mitigation measures as identified in the attached MEIR Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program dated June 26, 2020.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
XVI. RECREATION - Would the project:
a) Increase the use of existing
neighborhood and regional parks
or other recreational facilities X
such that substantial physical
deterioration of the facility would
occur or be accelerated?
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Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant No
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

b) Does the project include
recreational facilities or require
the construction or expansion of X
recreational facilities which might
have an adverse physical effect
on the environment?

DISCUSSION

a)

b)

Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other
recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility
would occur or be accelerated?

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project (the construction of 84 single
family homes) is part of a larger master planned development (the larger part was
previously approved and environmentally cleared) that is proposing the construction
of two parks. One park will be 1.6 acres, while the second park will be just under an
acre. Based on the relatively low number of homes proposed for this project (84)
and the fact that two parks will be constructed on adjacent property, the project will
not result in the substantial physical deterioration of existing park facilities.

Include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of
recreational facilities that might have an adverse physical effect on the
environment?

Less than Significant Impact. As mentioned above, the proposed project (the
construction of 84 single family homes) is part of a larger master planned
development (the larger part was previously approved and environmentally cleared)
that is proposing the construction of two parks. Since these new parks are being
provided off-site and the environmental impacts have already been analyzed, the
proposed project will have no additional impacts in regards to the physical expansion
of park space.

Mitigation Measures

1.

The proposed project shall implement and incorporate the recreation related
mitigation measures as identified in the attached MEIR Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program dated June 26, 2020.
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Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant No
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

XVII. TRANSPORTATION — Would the project:

a) Conflict with a program, plan,
ordinance or policy addressing
the circulation system, including X
transit, roadway, bicycle and
pedestrian facilities?

b) Conflict or be inconsistent with
CEQA Guidelines § 15064.3, X
subdivision (b)?

c) Substantially increase hazards
due to a geometric design feature
(e.g., sharp curves or dangerous X

intersections) or incompatible
uses (e.g., farm equipment)?

d)
emergency access?

Result in inadequate X

DISCUSSION

a)

b)

Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation
system, including transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project will be required to comply
with all project level requirements implemented by a program, plan, ordinance or
policy addressing the circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle and
pedestrian facilities. The project has incorporated design standards that are
required in the Subdivision Design Standards contained in the Fresno Municipal
Code, many of which are intended to increase alternative modes of travel by
requiring street design that accommodates multi-modal transportation facilities. In
addition, according to General Plan Policy MT-2-1, the project does not trigger the
requirement to prepare a Traffic Impact Study.

Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section
15064.3, subdivision (b)?

No Impact. According to Section 15007-c of CEQA Guidelines, Section 15064.3
does not apply to a CEQA documents (including a Notice of Intent) that are sent out
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d)

for public review by June 30, 2020.

Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature (e.g., sharp
curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm
equipment)?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed Project has been designed for ease
of access, adequate circulation/movement, and is typical of residential
developments in the City of Fresno. On-site circulation patterns do not involve high
speeds, sharp curves or dangerous intersections. Although there will be an
increase in the volume of vehicles accessing the site and surrounding areas, the
proposed Project will not present a substantial increase in hazards.

Result in inadequate emergency access?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed Project does not involve a change to
any emergency response plan. Access points to the Project are along West Madison
and South Valentine Avenues and the site will remain accessible to emergency
vehicles of all sizes.

Mitigation Measures

1.

The proposed project shall implement and incorporate the transportation related
mitigation measures as identified in the attached MEIR Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program dated June 26, 2020.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant |Less Than NoO
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant
e Impact
Impact Mitigation | Impact
Incorporated

XVII. TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES — Would the project:

a) Cause a substantial adverse
change in the significance of a
tribal cultural resource, defined in
PRC section 21074 as either a
site, feature, place, -cultural
landscape that is geographically
defined in terms of the size and
scope of the landscape, sacred
place, or object with cultural
value to a California Native
American tribe, and that is:
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Less Than
Potentially | Significant |Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant No
e Impact
Impact Mitigation | Impact
Incorporated
i) Listed or eligible for listing in
the California  Register of
Historical Resources, or in a local X

register of historical resources as
defined in PRC section 5020.1(k),

or,

i) A resource determined by the
lead agency, in its discretion and
supported by substantial evi-
dence, to be significant pursuant
to criteria set forth in subdivision
(c) of PRC section 5024.1. In
applying the criteria set forth in
subdivision (c) of PRC section
5024.1, the lead agency shall
consider the significance of the
resource to a California Native
American tribe.

DISCUSSION

a) Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a
tribal cultural resource, defined in Public Resources Code section 21074 as
either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is geographically defined in
terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with
cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and that is:

Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical
Resources, or in a local register of historical resources as defined in
Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k), or

No Impact. The subject site does not contain any property or site features
that are eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or
in a local register of historical resources as defined in Public Resources Code
section 5020.1(k)

A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and
supported by substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria
set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1. In
applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resource Code
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Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the significance of the
resource to a California Native American tribe.

Less Than Significant Impact. In accordance with Assembly Bill (AB) 52
potentially affected Tribes were formally notified of this Project and were given
the opportunity to request consultation on the Project. The City contacted the
Native American Heritage Commission, requesting a contact list of applicable
Native American Tribes, which was provided to the City. The City contacted
the Native American Heritage Commission, requesting a contact list of
applicable Native American Tribes, which was provided to the City. The City
provided letters to the listed Tribes, notifying them of the Project and
requesting consultation, if desired. The City did not receive any responses
from the tribes contacted. The City did not receive any responses from the

tribes contacted. Therefore, there is a less than significant impact.

Mitigation Measures

1. The proposed project shall implement and incorporate, as applicable, the cultural
resource related mitigation measures as identified in the attached MEIR Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program dated June 26, 2020.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No

Impact

XIX. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS - Would the project:

a) Require or result in the
relocation or construction of new
or expanded water, wastewater
treatment or storm  water
drainage, electric power, natural
gas, or telecommunications
facilities, the construction or
relocation of which could cause
significant environmental effect?

b) Have sufficient water supplies
available to serve the project and
reasonably foreseeable future
development during normal, dry
and multiple dry years?
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Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant No
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

c) Result in a determination by
the waste water treatment
provider, which serves or may
serve the project that it has X
adequate capacity to serve the
project's projected demand in
addition to the provider’s existing
commitments?

d) Generate solid waste in
excess of state or local
standards, or in excess of the X
capacity of local infrastructure, or
otherwise impair the attainment
of solid waste reduction goals?

e) Comply with federal, state, and
local management and reduction X
statutes and regulations related
to solid waste?

DISCUSSION

The Project site is currently being utilized for vineyards, irrigated pasture, disked fields
and rural residential homes. The Project will be required to connect to water, sewer,
stormwater and wastewater services provided by the City of Fresno and may be subject
to water use fees and/or development fees to be provided such service. In addition, the
Project will require solid waste disposal services. The City of Fresno also provides solid
waste, recycling, and green waste collection services to residential customers within the
City limits.

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water,
wastewater treatment or storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or
telecommunications facilities, the construction or relocation of which could
cause significant environmental effects?

Less Than Significant Impact. Wastewater service, water, electric power, natural
gas and telecommunications facilities would all provide service to the proposed
Project from their respective existing facilities and as such, would not be required to
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b)

construct new or expanded facilities and thus the Project will have a less than
significant impact.

Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project and reasonably
foreseeable future development during normal, dry and multiple dry years?

Less Than Significant Impact. Water service would be provided to the Project by
the City of Fresno. Project water demand will be determined using the City’s
adopted 2015 Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP) methodologies and will be
calculated on the basis of the following assumptions:

* Residential: 84 single-family units; historic water usages per capita
adjusted for City Urban Water Management Plan assumptions
regarding water conservation usage effects.

* 84 dwelling units X 4.5 persons per dwelling unit =378 persons X 240
GPCD = 90,720 total gallons per day X 365 days per year =
33,112,800 gallons per year

While the Project would increase demand for water resources beyond current
levels, the Project would utilize less water than the water demand projections
contained in the 2015 UWMP with respect to development of this site. Based on the
assumptions in the City's UWMP, the Project would not negatively impact water
supplies or otherwise deplete groundwater supplies. Moreover, the proposed Project
is not anticipated to interfere with groundwater recharge efforts being implemented
by the City. The City's UWMP contains a detailed evaluation of existing sources of
water supply, anticipated future water demand, extensive conservation measures,
and the development of new water supplies (recycled water, increased recharge,
surface water treatment, etc.). Measures contained in the UWMP as well as the
City’s General Plan are intended to reduce demands on groundwater resources by
augmenting supply and introducing conservation measures and other mitigation
strategies. Implementation of MEIR Mitigation Measure HYD — 1 will ensure that
any impacts remain less than significant. In addition, the project will utilize recycled
water for public landscaped areas, further reducing the project’s impacts.

In addition, the Project will be required to implement the City of Fresno Water
Conservation Program, including implementation of the State’s Water Efficient
Landscape Ordinance. The California Water Conservation Act mandates a 20
percent reduction in water usage by 2020. The City will meet the reduction target
with measures applicable to new and existing development. Reductions beyond the
state mandated 20 percent are possible with the use of building and landscaping
water conservation features. The reductions from buildings can be achieved with
high efficiency toilets, low-flow faucets, and water-efficient appliances such as
dishwashers. Water savings from landscaping would be achieved primarily through
the use of drought-tolerant landscaping or xeriscaping.
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c)

d)

Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider, which serves
or may serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s
projected demand in addition to the provider’s existing commitments?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed single-family residential development
is proposed at an intensity contemplated for the site by the Fresno General Plan.
The project has been reviewed by the City of Fresno Department of Public Utilities
and has been determined that the capacity exists to serve the proposed project
subject to standard conditions of approval. The Project will result in wastewater from
residential units that will be discharged into the City’s existing wastewater treatment
system. The wastewater will be typical of other urban/residential developments
consisting of bathrooms, kitchen drains and other similar features. The Project will
not discharge any unusual or atypical wastewater that would violate the City’s waste
discharge requirements. The City of Fresno Department of Public Utilities has
reviewed the Project and determined that it can accommodate the wastewater
generated from the project. Therefore, the impact of the Project on wastewater
treatment is less than significant.

Generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or in excess of the
capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid
waste reduction goals?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed single-family residential
development is proposed at an intensity contemplated for the site by the Fresno
General Plan. The project has been reviewed by the Solid Waste Division of the
City of Fresno Department of Public Utilities and has been determined that the
capacity exists to serve the proposed project subject to standard conditions of
approval.

Comply with federal, state, and local management and reduction statutes and
regulations related to solid waste?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed Project will comply with federal, state
and local management and reduction statutes related to solid waste. In addition, the
City requires all developments, including residential developments to comply with all
standards related to recycling. All single-family residential homes will be mandated
to have separate garbage, recycling and green waste bins.

Mitigation Measures
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1. The proposed project shall implement and incorporate, as applicable, the utilities
and service systems related mitigation measures as identified in the attached MEIR
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program dated June 26, 2020.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

XX. WILDFIRE - If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as

very high fire hazard severity zones, would the project:

a) Substantially impair an
adopted emergency response
plan or emergency evacuation
plan?

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds,
and other factors, exacerbate
wildfire risks, and thereby expose
project occupants to pollutant
concentrations from a wildfire or
the wuncontrolled spread of a
widfire?

c) Require the installation or
maintenance of  associated
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel
breaks, emergency water
sources, power lines or other
utilities) that may exacerbate fire
risk or that may result in
temporary or ongoing impacts to
the environment?

d) Expose people or structures to
significant risks, including
downslope or downstream
flooding or landslides, as a result
of  runoff, post-fire  slope
instability, or drainage changes?

DISCUSSION
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Although the City of Fresno is proximate to high and very high fire hazard designated
areas, the City itself is largely categorized as little or no threat or moderate fire hazard,
which is largely attributed paved areas. Some small areas along the San Joaquin River
Bluff in the northern portion of the City of Fresno are prone to wildfire due to the
relatively steep terrain and vegetation and are classified as having a high fire hazard.
The City does have an adopted Emergency Operations Plan (EOP); however, the EOP
does not designate evacuation routes, which may not be necessary since Fresno does
not face any expected natural hazards from likely sources or locations. The proposed
Project site’s elevation is approximately 285 feet above mean sea level in an area of
agricultural and semi-urban development. The Project site is located on primarily
irrigated land, adjacent to other agricultural land, rural residential homes, and single-
family tract homes.

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency
evacuation plan?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed Project would be required to be
comply with adopted emergency response plans. As such, any wildfire risk to the
Project structures or people would be less than significant.

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks,
and thereby expose project occupants to pollutant concentrations from a
wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire?

Less Than Significant Impact. The project area is flat and does not pose any
factors that would or could exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose project
occupants to pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a
wildfire.

c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as
roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities)
that may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing
impacts to the environment?

No Impact. The proposed Project is located in an area developed with semi-urban
and agricultural uses and thus will not require the installation or maintenance of
facilities that may exacerbate fire risk or result in impacts to the environment.

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or
downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope
instability, or drainage changes?

No Impact. The Project site is located on irrigated land that is adjacent to
roadways, agricultural lands, rural residential housing and single-family tract
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homes. The area is highly developed nature of the area, the lack of slopes and lack
of conditions increase wildfire risk is determined to be less than significant.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

XIX. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

a) Does the project have the
potential to degrade the quality of
the environment, substantially
reduce the habitat of a fish or
wildlife species, cause a fish or
wildlife population to drop below
self-sustaining levels, threaten to
eliminate a plant or animal X
community, reduce the number or
restrict the range of a rare or
endangered plant or animal or
eliminate important examples of
the major periods of California
history or prehistory?

b) Does the project have impacts
that are individually limited, but

cumulatively considerable?
("Cumulatively considerable”
means that the incremental
effects of a project are X

considerable when viewed in
connection with the effects of
past projects, the effects of other
current projects, and the effects
of probable future projects)?

c) Does the project have
environmental effects which will
cause substantial adverse effects X
on human beings, either directly
or indirectly?

DISCUSSION
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a)

b)

Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species,
cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels,
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, substantially reduce the
number or restrict the range of an endangered, rare, or threatened species, or
eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or
prehistory?

Less than Significant Impact. The analyses of environmental issues contained in
this Initial Study indicate that the proposed Project is not expected to have
substantial impact on the environment or on any resources identified in the Initial
Study. General Plan MEIR Mitigation measures and standard requirements and
conditions have been incorporated in the Project to reduce all potentially significant
impacts to less than significant.

Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental
effects of a project are considerable when viewed in connection with the
effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, and the effects of
probable future projects.)

Less than Significant Impact. CEQA Guidelines Section 15064(i) states that a
Lead Agency shall consider whether the cumulative impact of a project is significant
and whether the effects of the project are cumulatively considerable. The
assessment of the significance of the cumulative effects of a project must, therefore,
be conducted in connection with the effects of past projects, other current projects,
and probable future projects. Due to the nature of the Project and consistency with
environmental policies, incremental contributions to impacts are considered less
than cumulatively considerable. All Project related impacts were determined to be
either less than significant, or less than significant after mitigation. The proposed
Project would not contribute substantially to adverse cumulative conditions, or create
any substantial indirect impacts (i.e., increase in population could lead to an
increase need for housing, increase in traffic, air pollutants, etc.). As such, Project
impacts are not considered to be cumulatively considerable given the planned
growth in the area and the insignificance of Project induced impacts. The impact is
therefore less than significant.

Does the project have environmental effects that will cause substantial
adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly?

Less than Significant Impact. The analyses of environmental issues contained in
this Initial Study indicate that the Project is not expected to have substantial impact
on human beings, either directly or indirectly. General Plan MEIR Mitigation
measures and standard requirements and conditions have been incorporated in the
Project to reduce all potentially significant impacts to less than significant.
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