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TOWER DISTRICT DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, March 4, 2025 - 5:00 P.M. 

AGENDA 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

This meeting was called to order at 5:01 p.m. with a master roll call. 

Present - 3:, Jasjit Kamboj, Daniel Renteria, and. Tom Key: 

Absent – Robert Hernandez, Michael Clifton 

         Staff: John George  

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  

Committee member Renteria moved and Committee member Kamboj seconded 
the motion to approve the agenda for March 4, 2025. The motion carried three 
votes to zero. 

 
3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Committee member Renteria moved and Committee member Kamboj seconded 
the motion to approve the minutes for February 4, 2025.The motion carried three 
votes to zero.  

 

4. PROJECT REVIEW   

  

A. Draft Tower Specific Plan Design Guidelines Update 

Location: Tower District 

Applicant: Adrienne Asadoorian, Supervising Planner 

 

Adrienne Asadoorian, Supervising Planner with the City of Fresno Planning and 
Development Department presented an update on the Draft Tower District 
Specific Plan Design Guidelines. 

    



Committee member Renteria stated that it is important for the public to have 
access to the document and clarified that this document was for the Tower District 
only. 
 

5. UNSCHEDULED MATTERS 

There were no unscheduled matters. 

 
6. ADJOURNMENT 

The Committee, having concluded all business, adjourned at 5:18 pm. 

Respectfully, 

John George 
John George 

Committee Staff Liaison 
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TEXT AMENDMENTS TO 
REDUCE HOUSING 

BARRIERS

Text & Plan Amendment
P25-00996

ID 25-511 DISTRICT REVIEW COMMITTEE | 2025



PURPOSE

• Prohousing Designation
• The City received designation from California Department of Housing and

Community Development (HCD) in November 2022.
• Includes a commitment to complete certain projects and Code updates to

reduce barriers to housing.

• 2023-2031 6th Cycle Housing Element
• Adopted by City Council in Dec. 2024 and certified by HCD in Jan. 2025.
• Program 25: Development Code Amendments for Compliance with State

Law and to Reduce Barriers to Housing Development.

• State Law
• State laws have preempted the City zoning regulations, creating the need

to update & align the Development Code with current State requirements.
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DEVELOPMENT CODE

• Regulates the who, what, where,
when, and why.

• Classifies land within the city into
Zone Districts.

• Each Zone District has rules about
what can be built.

• Shapes the built form of the city.
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Fresno Municipal Code Chapter 15: 

CITYWIDE 
DEVELOPMENT CODE 

December 2015 

Development and Resource 
Management Department 

City of 

FRESNO 



TEXT AMENDMENT

Text Amendment P25-00996 proposes:
1. Allow Tiny Homes on Wheels as a primary home, similar to a manufactured

home per the City’s prohousing designation;

2. Update certain design standards for manufactured homes used as a
primary home per State law;

3. Change “single-family” and “multi-family” to “single-unit” and “multi-unit”
to avoid assigning any definition to “family” per the Housing Element;

4. Update the Use Tables to clarify that agricultural labor housing is allowed
in the same zones where Crop Cultivation is allowed per State law;

5. Reduce the minimum density of RM-MH zone district (mobile homes) from
12 to 8 du/ac to better match existing density of mobile home parks; and

6. Update regulations pertaining to Accessory Dwelling Units per State law
and to improve clarity.
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Topic Reason Code Sections

1. Allow Tiny Homes on Wheels as a 
primary home, similar to a 
manufactured home.

Prohousing 15-2738

2. Remove certain design standards 
from manufactured homes used as a 
primary home.

State law 15-2738

3.  Change “single-family” and “multi-
family” to “single-unit” and “multi-
unit” to avoid issues with assigning 
a definition to “family.”

State law 15-107, 15-310, 15-313, 15-404, 15-405, 15-9, 15-901, 
15-902, 15-903, 15-904, 15-906, 15-10, 15-1001, 15-
1002, 15-1003, 15-1004, 15-1101, 15-1104, 15-1201, 
15-1204, 15-1304, 15-1606, 15-1609, 15-2004, 15-2006, 
15-2008, 15-2012, 15-2015, 15-2016, 15-2303, 15-2304, 
15-2305, 15-2308, 15-2311, 15-2405, 15-2409, 15-2414, 
15-2416, 15-2421, 15-2429, 15-2609, 15-2612, 15-2713, 
15-2716, 15-2720, 15-2722, 15-2723, 15-2725, 15-2734, 
15-2735, 15-2738, 15-2746, 15-2747, 15-2753, 15-2754, 
15-2763, 15-3701, 15-3804, 15-3906, 15-4103, 15-4105, 
15-4108, 15-4906, 15-4907, 15-5102, 15-6102, 15-6702

4. Update the Use Tables to clarify that 
agricultural labor housing is allowed 
in the same zones Crop Cultivation 
is allowed.

State law; 
improve clarity

15-902, 15-1002, 15-1302, 15-1402, 15-6707 

5. Reduce the minimum density of RM-
MH zone district from 12 to 8 du/ac.

Match existing 
mobile home 
park density

15-1003

6. Update regulations pertaining to 
Accessory Dwelling Units.

State law; 
improve clarity

15-310, 15-802, 15-902, 15-1002, 15-1102, 15-1202, 15-
1502, 15-2004, 15-2409, 15-2723, 15-2753, 15-2754, 
15-4907, 15-6702 

SUMMARY OF DEVELOPMENT CODE UPDATES BY TOPIC
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GENERAL PLAN

• The constitution for future 
development in the city.

• Long-term and comprehensive.

• Legally-binding policy document.

• Establishes policy priorities.

• Shapes the sustainability and 
quality of life of the city.
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PLAN AMENDMENT

Plan Amendment P25-00996 proposes:

Amend Table 3-1: Citywide Standards 
for Density and Development Intensity 
of the Fresno General Plan to include 
the following note: 

“The RM-MH Zone District within the 
Medium High Density Land Use designation 
is permitted a minimum density of 8 units 
per acre.”
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QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS?

For additional questions or comments:

Casey Lauderdale
Supervising Planner
Casey.Lauderdale@fresno.gov
(559) 621-8515

City of Fresno
Long-Range Planning
2600 Fresno Street, Room 3065 
Fresno, CA 93721
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SEATING
CIRCLE

= Farm Rows

= Seating Circle

= Community Garden Plots

Legend:

= Water Access / Spigot

Heartwood Community Farm Site Plan

Below is the site plan for planting spaces, pathways and seating for the Heartwood Community Farm
space located at 615 E Thomas Ave, Fresno, CA 93728. The site has been designed with minimal
infrastructure in mind. There will be no fences or permanent infrastructure. Several neighbors have
volunteered to use their yards for tool storage so no shed will be required. Additionally, in agreement
with the owners we will only be gardening on about half of the site. This is why the design might look
incomplete.  This design was created over many weeks with direct input from neighbors. 

This design was created by Tower District
community members with help from the Fresno
Garden Collective and other volunteer gardeners.
If you have any questions or concerns please
contact:

Jesse Martindale
559-500-3478



Operational Plan for “Heartwood Community Farm” 
The following is an Operational Plan for a Community Garden in Fresno located at 615 E 
Thomas Ave.  
 
Management: 
This community garden is being supported by various community groups, the main one being 
The Fresno Garden Collective. The collective is a not for profit network of gardens and 
gardeners in Fresno.  
 
The site manager for this project will be Jesse Martindale. His role and responsibilities include: 

● Overall maintenance of the site in regards to trash and weeds.  
● Acting as a liaison between the owners and city officials when needed.  
● Organizer of volunteer work days, planting activities, and irrigation issues.  
● Communication and coordination of utilities services such as trash and water. 
● Keeping a directory of gardeners and neighbors interested in participating in the site.   

 
This site has been granted by its owners to be managed by Jesse Martindale and used by 
neighbors to grow food within a community garden framework. Any city personal or fellow 
neighbors are encouraged to reach out to Jesse Martindale at any time with comments, 
concerns, or questions. Contact: 559-500-3478 Email: jessegmartindale@gmail.com 
 

Operations: 
Maintenance: 

● Planting spaces, pathways, and plants will be maintained by 1) three organized 
Volunteer Work Days per week and 2) gardeners that live nearby that have enrolled to 
help tend to the garden.  

● Heartwood Community Farm will be tended to by various neighbors and volunteers. 
Hours of Operation: 

● Heartwood Community Farm will only be open for tending from dawn to dusk.  
Buildings & Structures: 

● Heartwood Community Farm will not be utilizing any sheds, buildings, greenhouses.  
● Trellises may be used but would not exceed 6 ft. high. 

Fencing: 
● Heartwood Community Farm will not be using any fencing.  

Equipment: 
● Household gardening tools will be used and stored off site in neighbors residences and 

brough during Volunteer Work Days and individual visits by gardeners.   
Tillage / Excavation:  

● 811 has been contacted and the site manager is fully aware of areas where we cannot 
dig.  

● Any tilling or digging shall be done by hand tools such as a shovel or broad fork.  
Irrigation: 

● Heartwood Community Farm will be using garden bib timers and black plastic drip line 
for watering plants. These materials have already been donated ensuring enough for all 
planting spaces.  

● All planting spaces will be set to the same timing system.  
● Some hand watering will be allowed on especially hot days.  

 
 


