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Agenda
• ADU Basics
• Permitting Process
• City of Fresno's 5 Free Pre-Approved Plans
• State Regulations
 Preempted allowances
 Objective vs. Subjective standards
 Example: City of Pasadena

• What standards fit for Fresno?





What is an ADU?
• Accessory Dwelling Unit.
• Commonly referred names: 

guesthouse, in-law suite, granny flat, 
secondary dwelling unit.

• Although they vary in types, ADUs are 
defined by having their own room, 
kitchen, and bathroom that are on the 
same property yet independent from 
the main residence.

• Have historically existed in different 
forms and are becoming more popular.
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Why 
ADU?

Expanding Housing

Earned and Saved Income

Aging in Place and Downsizing

Reducing Environmental 
Impacts

Housing Family, Friends, and 
Caregivers

Pg.7-8



Early Examples in 
Historic Fresno

"Tankhouses served as an extension 
of the home or farmhouse, often 
providing a living space on the 
second floor for ranch hands or 
young men of the family, with 
storage space on the first floor."

-Architecture, Ethnicity, and Historic 
Landmarks of California's San 
Joaquin Valley



Permitting Process

• The process varies in length depending on 
the unique circumstances of the property.

• Property Owners should do some research 
to understand the process.

• A more streamlined process removes 
barriers to ADU development.

• The City's 5 Preapproved Plans reduce permit 
processing times.
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City of Fresno's
5 Free Preapproved Plans



Pg.35-36



Pg.37-38



Pg.39



State Regulations

"Pursuant to Government Code section 65852.150, the 
California Legislature found and declared that, among 
other things, California is facing a severe housing crisis 
and ADUs are a valuable form of housing that meets the 
needs of family members, students, the elderly, in-home 
health care providers, people with disabilities, and 
others. Therefore, ADUs are an essential component of 
California’s housing supply."



Preempted Allowances

• Supersedes local codes and ordinances
• Setbacks
• Height
• Square Footage
• Not requiring Owner-Occupancy
• Objective Design Standards



What are Objective and 
Subjective Design Standards?

• Creating measurable, verified, and knowable 
standards intended to make project 
requirements more predictable and easier 
to interpret.

• "Shall" vs "Should"
• Concise design standards helps create a 

streamlined permitting process.



City of Pasedena – ADU Standards in Historic Districts



Hopkins 
House

Photo credit: historicfresno.org

"Both the manufactured 
home as well as the extant 
shed will quote the historic 
fabric of the historic Hopkins 
Home and will include double-
hung sash windows, 8-inch 
lapped siding, and a 4/12 
pitch side-gabled roof. As a 
reminder, the second mother-
in-law unit will only be visible 
from the parking lot that 
backs up to the rear of the 
Hopkins property."



What 
standards 
fit for 
Fresno?

• How can we reduce ADU barriers 
for Fresnans?

• How do we maintain the design 
story of a historic resource 
and/or district?

• What must be considered 
in future nominations and 
designated sites that may have, 
or are, ADUs?

• All standards must be Objective.
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