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SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF REQUEST BY THE PROPERTY 
OWNER TO RECOMMEND TO THE CITY COUNCIL THE DESIGNATION OF 
THE A. EMORY AND CORA WISHON HOME LOCATED AT 1284 N. WILSON 
AVENUE TO THE LOCAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC RESOURCES, WITH 
ADOPTION OF FINDINGS NECESSARY TO SUPPORT RECOMMENDATION 
PURSUANT TO FMC 12-1609 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Commission find that the A. Emory and Cora Wishon Home 
located at 1284 N. Wilson Avenue is eligible for listing on the Local Register of Historic 
Resources under Criteria i and ii. Staff further recommends that the property be forwarded 
to the Fresno City Council for designation pursuant to FMC 12-1609. As required by the 
City's Historic Preservation Ordinance, the property was publicly noticed in the Fresno Bee 
(published 13 May 2016). 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The new owners of the A. Emory and Cora Wishon Home have requested in writing that 
their building be considered for listing on Fresno's Local Register of Historic Resources. 
The full 2-story Arts and Crafts inspired residence was initially built in 1913 and significantly 
altered by a major addition in 1921. The residence was apparently a "surprise" for A. 
Emory Wishon from his wife, Cora, who was pregnant with the couple's second child at the 
time. In 1922 the reconstructed home was featured in the Journal of Electricity and 
Western Industry in an article, "The Electrical Home for the Electrical Man." A. [Azro] 
Emory Wishon was the son of Albert Graves Wishon and like his father worked his entire 
life in the development of electrical energy, both for the San Joaquin Light and Power 
Company and for Pacific Gas and Electric (PGE}, when the earlier SJLPC was absorbed by 
the San Francisco based corporation. Upon his death in 1948 Wishon was eulogized as a 
"national eminent figure in the public utility field and a pioneer in the development of the 
power industry and a civic and industrial leader in California" (Madera Daily Tribune 3 
January 1948). 

Architecturally, the home has suffered some loss of integrity due to the change-out of the 
original wood balustrade to wrought iron and the addition of some new windows with faux 
muntins. The interior, however, retains original features such as the four fireplaces (some 
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with apparent Batchelder tiles), as well as woodwork and built-in bookcases. The new 
owners plan to restore the property. 

Because of its early construction and its association with the Emory Wishon family, the 
home (and garage) appear eligible to the Local Register of Historic Resources under 
Criteria i and ii. 

BACKGROUND 

Local Register Criteria and Protocols: 
The City's Historic Preservation Ordinance is located at Chapter 12, Article 16. Section 
1607 outlines the criteria for designation of a resource to the Local Register of Historic 
Resources. A "historic resource" is "any building, structure, object or site" which is 
generally more than fifty years of age and "possesses integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling and association, and: 

(i) Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history; or 

(ii) Is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 
(iii) Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction, 

or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values; or 
(iv) Has yielded or may be likely to yield, information in prehistory or history. 

The City's criteria for assessing significance are patterned after the National Register of 
Historic Places (1966 as amended) which uses letters A-D for significance. Fresno's Local 
Register is also similar, although not equivalent, to the California Register of Historical 
Resources which uses a numbering system of 1-4 for criteria. Although the concept of 
"integrity" is not specifically defined in the City's Ordinance, it is implicitly understood to 
follow the National Register which defines "integrity'' as "the ability of a property to convey 
its significance." "To retain integrity a property will always possess several and usually 
most, of the aspects." ("How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation" 
1988:44). 

The process for designating a historic resource is outlined in FMC 12-1609. In brief, a 
request to designate a resource to the Local Register may be made by the Council, the 
Commission, the Secretary to the Commission, the property owner, or an authorized 
representative of the owner (12-1609(a). Applications for listing use the state protocol for 
survey forms with both a DPR 523A (Primary) as well as a DPR 523B (Building, Structure, 
Object Form) (12-1609(a)(1-9). A notice must be published in a local newspaper at least 10 
days prior to the hearing and sent to the property owner as well. Commissioners must also 
physically visit the property prior to the Commission hearing ( 12-1609( c)( 1). 

Attachment: Exhibit A - State of California Survey Forms for the A. Emory and 
Cora Wishon Home located at 1284 N. Wilson Avenue 
Prepared by Karana Hattersley-Drayton, M.A., Historic 
Preservation Project Manager 6 May 2016. 



State of California- The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

PRIMARY RECORD 

Primary# ______________ _ 
HRI# _________________ _ 

Trinomial ______________ _ 
NRHP Status Code ___________ _ 

Other Listings ______________________ _ 

Review Code Reviewer 

P1. Resource Name: A. Emory and Cora Wishon Home 
*P2. Location: *a. County: Fresno 

*b. USGS 7.5' Quad: Fresno North 1965 Photorevised 1981 
c. Address: 1284 N. Wilson Avenue, Fresno 
d. Assessor's Parcel Number: 451-253-22 

Date 

*P3a. Description: The Emory and Cora Wishon Home is a full two stories with an irregular "L" plan. It 
faces west onto N. Wilson Avenue on a .34 acre parcel. The residence has a complex roof, although the 
street fa~ade is side Jerkinhead gabled with exposed rafter tails, wide overhanging eaves and an eyebrow 
bow in the center. The home is stucco clad and has a rational fa~ade with a fixed window flanked by two 
1/1 double hung sash windows on either side of the first floor and two matching double hung wood sash 
windows on the second story of the fa~ade. The solid wood front door is centrally located and is flanked by 
sidelights of 12 panes each with wood muntins. A one story porch with flat roof is supported by matching 
stout piers with flat caps as well as matching Ionic columns. A sliding double door with vinyl faux muntins is 
located above on the second story and is flanked by 1/1 double hung sash windows. A white wrought iron 
balustrade encircles this deck and is also located on the south end of the front porch. A one story bay is 
located on the south elevation. This bay may well have originally supported double French doors, but is 
now a blank wall although sidelights are extant. The southeast elevation of the home extends back into the 
yard and is evidence of the home's original end gabled design. Ten casement windows of eight lights each 
are located on the second story. The lower story windows have been changed out for vinyl although they 
match the original design. A one story utility porch with hipped roof is located on the northeast corner of 
this portion of the home. Exterior fireplaces with decorative caps are on both ends of the fa~ade. A one 
story wood trellis on the south end of the homes serves as a porte cochere. A side gabled two car garage 
with replaced door is located on the southeast corner of the parcel behind the home. 
*P3b. Resource Attributes: HP2 (Single-family residence and garage) 
*P4. Resources Present: •Building 

PSb Photo date: 6 May 2016 

*P6. Date Constructed/Age 
and Sources: 1913, 
correspondence with Emory 
Wishon Esq. 5 May 2016 
Building permits for porch and 
addition 1920 and 1921 

*P7. Owner and Address: 
Brannon Edward Davies & 
Shantay Renee Davies 

*P8. Recorded by: 
Karana Hattersley-Drayton, M.A. 

*P9. Date Recorded: 6 May 
2016 

*P10. Survey Type: Intensive 

*P11. Report Citation: "Evaluation of the A. Emory and Cora Wishon Home for the Local Register of Historic 
Resources." 
*Attachments: • Building, Structure and Object Report; •Continuation Sheet 
DPR 523A (1/95) "'Required information 
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Page 2 of7 Resource: A. Emory and Cora Wishon Home 

*Recorded by: Karana Hattersley-Drayton, M.A. *Date: 6 May 2016 • Continuation 

DPR 523L (1/95) 

Rear elevation showing original 
footprint; fat;ade looking southeast 

*Required information 
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1919 Sanborn; 1948 Sanborn 

Fireplace above in living room 
(library) of 1921 addition. Fireplace 
with clinker bricks in the basement 
cardroom. 
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State of CaUfomla- The Re110urcee A&ency Primary *--------------
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRif _____________ _ _ _ 

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
*NRHP Status Code: 5S3 

*Resource Name: A. Emory and Cora Wishon Home 

83. Original Use: Single family residence 84. Present Use: Single family residence 
*85. Architectural Style: Modified Arts and Crafts 
*86. Construction History: According to Wishon family history the original home was constructed in 1913 for $3,000. 
A building permit was issued 27 January 1920 to enlarge the porch and a substantial addition (valued at $10,000) was 
permitted on 2 November 1921. 

*87. Moved? •No 
*88. Related Features: A two car garage is located on the southeast corner of the parcel. 

B9a. Architect: Unknown B9b. Builder: S.L. Allen on the 1921 addition 
*810. Significance: Theme: Fresno's Expansion North Area: Claremont Park Tract (now Tower District) 

Period of Significance: 1913-c1926 Property Type: Single family residence Applicable Criteria: i, ii 

According to family history, the Arts and Crafts style Emory and Cora Wishon Home was built in 1913. 
The footprint as depicted on the 1919 Sanborn fire insurance map is a two-story end-gabled residence. In 
1920 the porch was "enlarged" and in 1921 an addition, valued at $150,000 in today's dollars, radically 
altered the exterior so that the building is now side-gabled and "rational" in appearance, thus the fac;ade 
has a symmetrical design. It is possible at the time of the alterations that the home was also stucco clad, 
as there is a wood egg and dart molding at the beltcourse that is almost hidden by the stucco. 

The house was apparently built as a surprise. Cora Wishon, wife of A. [Azro] Emory Wishon, was pregnant 
with the family's second child and wanted to have a house of her own. When Mr. Wishon didn't accede to 
her request, Cora Wishon borrowed $3,000 from a friend in banking, secured the contractor/architect, and 
had the house built. "And when everything was in shipshape order, she met Mr. Wishon after work, and 
drove him to his new abode. The surprise was complete." (1) A. Emory Wishon was the son of Albert 
Graves Wishon, who developed the San Joaquin Light and r------------------, 
Power Company and developed the Alta Vista Tract. 
(Continued) 

*812. References: 1919, 1948, 1963, 1970 Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Maps' Building Record, Personal interviews with 
Emory Wishon Ill (5 May 2016) and Larry Fortune (16 May 2016); 
Obituary Emory Wishon, Madera Daily Tribune 3 January 1948; 
"The Electrical Home for the Electrical Man" Journal of Electricity 
and Western lndustrv 15 December 1922, 441-442; Charles L. 
Palmer, "Albert G. Wishon, Founder of the San Joaquin Light and 
Power Company," Fresno Past and Present 2:1 (January 1960) 
3; San Joaquin Light and Power Magazine (July 1913) 315. 

*814. Evaluator: Karana Hattersley-Drayton, M.A. 
Historic Preservation Project Manager 
Fresno, CA 

*Date of Evaluation: 17 May 2016 

(This space reserved for official comments.) 

DPR 5238 (1/95) *Required information 
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*Recorded by: Karana Hattersley-Orayton, M.A. *Date: 6 May 2016 •Continuation 

Emory Wishon followed in his father's footsteps and at his death in 1948 was eulogized as "a national 
eminent figure in the public utility field and a pioneer in the development of the power industry and a civic 
and industrial leader in California."(2) He was born in St. James, Missouri on July 18, 1882 and received 
an engineering degree from the University of Missouri. He married Cora Hoen of Fresno on July 30, 1906. 
Emory Wishon organized the Coalinga Water and Electric Company in 1909 and introduced electricity into 
oil well operations. In 1910 he joined the San Joaquin Light and Power Company as Assistant General 
Manager in charge of the southern division with headquarters in Bakersfield. He was promoted to the 
position of Assistant General Manager of the Company in 1913 and was General Manager in 1920. The 
family moved from Fresno sometime in the 1920s due to his further promotions in the overall operation of 
what was becoming the Pacific Gas and Electric Company. In July 1947 he was the Executive Vice 
President of PGE's $350,000,000 expansion program. He died at his Danville country home following a 
heart attack; services were held in Fresno at the Lisle Funeral Home (3). 

The house, as redesigned in 1921, was featured in the December 19, 1922 edition of the Journal of 
Electricity and Western Industry in an article entitled, "The Electrical Home for the Electrical Man." At this 
time the San Joaquin Light and Power Company (later PGE) was promoting the safe use of electrical 
appliances and "modern wiring." The home reportedly had 268 electrical outlets "and almost every species 
of electrical appliance known to man" including a very rudimentary dishwasher. Of interest is that the 
article mentions that the tennis court (long gone and probably located on the north of the house) had flood 
lights with a switch located in the house near the main switch and fuse panel (4). 

In addition to the Emory Wishons, two other families of note were early-on associated with the home at 
1284 N. Wilson, the Harold Fox family who bought the house from the Wishons and the Don Fortunes, who 
lived in the home from c1951-1962 (5). The Fox family is related to the Wishons through marriage; a 
daughter Jane Fox married the youngest Wishon son, A. Emory Jr. in 1941 (6). Don Fortune worked as a 
teacher, war time surplus dealer and thereafter established a real estate company which is still in operation 
today, Fortune Associates. Larry Fortune recalls that their neighbor across the street was Mayor Dunn, for 
whom his father served as campaign manager (7). 

The A. Emory and Cora Wishon Home appears to be eligible to the Local Register of Historic Resources 
due to its importance in the expansion of Fresno in the early 201

h century (Criterion i) but mostly for its 
association with A. Emory and Cora Wishon (Criterion ii). Architecturally the home has lost some integrity 
to its period of significance due to the removal of the wood turned balustrade (second story), the addition of 
wrought iron in its place and the intrusion of some new windows. The interior maintains high integrity, 
however, with four original fireplaces (of which three appear to have Batchelder tiles), woodwork and built
ins. It should be noted that the new owners are keen to restore the home. 

1) Anecdote about Cora Wishon, Emory Wishon Ill personal correspondence 5 May 2016. The story is also included 
in the July 1913 edition of the San Joaquin Light and Power Magazine although "Central Avenue" is noted as the site of 
the new home. As this location would have been south of the city in the country, it is assumed that this breezy mention 
is in error. 
2) Obituary, Madera Daily Tribune 3 January 1948. 
3) Ibid. 
4) Journal of Electricitv and Western Industry 16 December 1922 pp. 441-442. 
5) Personal correspondence with Larry Fortune 16 May 2016. 
6) Letter to former owner from Emory Wishon 1/123 December 2013. 
7) Fortune correspondence, 16 May 2016. 

Thanks to Assistant Natalie Robertson for additional research on the history of the Emory Wishon family. 

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information 






