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Donis

Item(s

Title: Approve Proposition 64 Best Practices Consulting — Council President
Olivier

Supplemental Information:
Any agenda related public documents received and distributed to a majority of the City Council after the
Agenda Packet is printed are included in Supplemental Packets. Supplemental Packets are produced as
needed. The Supplemental Packet is available for public inspection in the City Clerk’s Office, 2600
Fresno Street, during normal business hours (main location pursuant to the Brown Act, G.C. 54957.5(2).
In addition, Supplemental Packets are available for public review at the City Council meeting in the City
Council Chambers, 2600 Fresno Street. Supplemental Packets are also available on-line on the City
Clerk’s website.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA):
The meeting room is accessible to the physically disabled, and the services of a translator can be
made available. Requests for additional accommodations for the disabled, sign language interpreters,
assistive listening devices, or translators should be made one week prior to the meeting. Please call
City Clerk’s Office at 621-7650. Please keep the doorways, aisles and wheelchair seating areas open
and accessible. If you need assistance with seating because of a disability, please see Security.
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TO MAYOR/COUNCIL FYI

Datef'/fl (7 B

August 30, 2017

To: HONORABLE MAYOR LEE BRAND
COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLINT OLIVIER

COUNCIL MEMBERS Q;
THROUGH: WILMA QUAN-SCHECTER, City MHiadér
City Manager's

FROM:  JERRY P DY X Soice
BY: PATRICK FARMER, Deputy Chief of Poli#?
Investigative Services Division
SUBJECT: MARIJUANA-RELATED CALLS
A request was received from a council member asking whether or not, since legalization,
there had been any police complaints associated with marijuana grows in the City of Fresno.
This memo is intended to address that question.
We have listed the following statistics on marijuana-related calls-for-service for the previous

2 2 years, involving Fresno Police officers from the Special Investigations Bureau (Major
Narcotic's Unit), and the Patrol Division (Chart).

Marijuana Call-for-Service

2015 43 Marijuana-related calls 3 Dispensaries
2016 30 Marijuana-related calls 3 Dispensaries
2017 27 Marijuana-related calls 1 Dispensary

2016 Statistics:

5 Butane Hash Oil Lab Investigations (BHO)
11 Marijuana Grow Investigations

3 Marijuana Dispensary Investigations
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2017 Statistics — (to date):

1 Butane Hash Oil Lab (BHO) Investigations

10

Marijuana Grow Investigations

1 Marijuana Dispensary Investigations

CHART
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DATE: August 30, 2017
TO: LEE BRAND, Mayor

CLINT OLIVIER, Council President

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS %
ey

THROUGH: WILMA QUAN-SCHECTER, City Man
City of Fresno

FROM: KERRI L. DONIS, Fire Chie@/
Fresno Fire Department
SUBJECT: MARIJUANA GROWS IN THE HOME AND FIRE ISSUES

Last week, there was quite a bit of confusion and questions related to the Council agenda
item and ordinance related to growing six marijuana plants in homes in the City of Fresno.
| received a request from a Councilmember asking the following question: Since the
legalization of marijuana, have there been any fires that have resulited from
marijuana grow?

The following information best answers the question above and also offers additional
feedback from the Fire Department's perspective.

The Department reviewed all call narratives that included the word “marijuana” and found
nine calls from August 1, 2016 to date. After review of the narratives, only one may have
been related to grow lamps. This particular narrative further describes the existence of
multiple “daisy-chained” extension cords, electrical strips, timers, fans and freezers; ail of
which were in the area of origin and could have been the cause of the fire.

The most recent fire (August 23, 2017) in which 45 marijuana plants were found at a
house fire was determined to have started in the electrical wiring. The occupant had been
stealing power from the panel and a nail had been driven through the alectrical wires in
the wall.

Accidental fires happen every day in our City, and nationwide, resulting in unintentional
fire and/or life losses. Some of the most common examples of accidental fires are listed
below:

* |nappropriate use of extension cords (particularly with holiday lighting)
* Inappropriate disposal of combustible materials
s Cooking mishaps in the home
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e Placing combustibles by a hot water heater
¢ Space heaters

At least four of the nine calls reviewed by the Department were accidentally started from
illegal activity, such as cooking honey oil or methamphetamine; some of which involved
propane tanks inside the home.

The proposed ordinance indicates a limit of 1200 watts of grow lamps for indoor growing;
however, in our experience in response to emergency calls, wattage is not a factor. In
fact, more often than not, it is the use of undersized extension cords on the circuit which
cause a fire. Specifically, a person using a 15 amp extension cord, plugged into a 20 amp
circuit, would overheat the extension cord and ignite combustible materials before tripping
the breaker (or shutting off the power). Additionally, newer homes are installed with circuit
breakers at the outlets, which will trip if it is overloaded. In any of these fire investigations
(or other fires), Fire Investigators do not look for wattage symbols or indicators on
appliances; rather, they determine origin and cause.

A quick Google search on “indoor grow lamps for marijuana plants” provided information
on feeding, watering, light and darkness criteria needed for growing plants. There was
part of the grow cycle which indicated the need for 3500-6800 watts of light for several
hours per day over numerous days. Point being, making an arbitrary 1,200 watt limit is
unenforceable either before or after the fact and therefore irrelevant. Additionally, research
indicates new LED grow lights that can produce substantially more light for much less
energy/wattage.

For the same reason that limiting residents to growing 6 plants won't stop those
individuals who wish to grow more to profit from the black market, a 1,200 watt
ordinance/limit won't have an impact. Adding this provision will not stop fires or fire
losses, as lamps/grow lights are not the cause of the marijuana related fires we see,
rather, it is inappropriate use of extension cords, misplaced combustibles and electrical
wiring alterations.

Finally, the section in the proposed ordinance indicates “no detectible odors (of marijuana)
from outside a residence”. The Department goes into numerous homes each day and
over 35,000 times throughout the year. There are many homes in our community that
emit a foul odor due to the fact that they are abandoned and vagrants are using them in-
part as a restroom, an excessive amount of animals live in the home, hoarding practices;
the list of reasons is extensive. The Fresno Fire Department does not have the resources
or staffing to respond to malodorous complaints other than suspected gas leaks.
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