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Why Parks?

• Fresno ranked one of the worst large cities for parks in the US
• 2012-2015 – ranked 100th (out of 100)

• 2016 – ranked 97th

• 2017 – ranked 90th

• Fresno spends far less per capita ($38.31) than most other cities

• Parks are roughly 5% of City’s General Fund expenditures

• FY 17 General Fund obligations for parks - $24m

• Significant public and environmental health benefits

• Investing in parks can significantly improve quality of life and 

economic competitiveness







Why Now?
Support for a sales tax measure for parks & recreation is above two-thirds at both a quarter-

cent and a half-cent. There is no statistical difference in support for the two amounts tested.

Q16. If the election were held today, would you vote yes to approve or no to reject this measure? 

(IF UNDECIDED/NOT SURE) Well which way do you lean -- towards voting yes or no on the 

measure?

To provide clean, safe neighborhood parks for Fresno residents; reduce crime, homelessness, graffiti and vandalism in 
parks; improve accessibility for persons with disabilities; update and maintain playgrounds and restrooms; improve after 

school and youth and senior recreational programs; and create parks in neighborhoods without good park access; shall the 
City of Fresno levy a [SAMPLE A: ¼ cent/ SAMPLE B: ½ cent] sales tax, raising approximately [SAMPLE A: $28 million/

SAMPLE B: $56 million] annually until ended by voters, with independent citizen oversight and audits, exclusively for Fresno 
parks/recreation?

71%

23%

Yes
73%

No
24%

Undecide
d

3%
Yes No Undecided

72%

24%

Yes
75%

No
24%

Undecide
d

1%
Yes No Undecided

¼ cent ½ cent

Support for a sales tax measure for parks & recreation is above two-thirds at both a quarter-

cent and a half-cent. There is no statistical difference in support for the two amounts tested.



Initial Support by Demographics
Support exceeds two-thirds among high-propensity voters. Younger voters and Democrats 

are particularly likely to support a sales tax measure.

Q16. If the election were held today, would you vote yes to approve or no to reject this 

measure? 

(IF UNDECIDED) Well which way do you lean -- towards voting yes or no on the measure?
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Men (47%)

Women (53%)

18-39 (24%)

40-64 (43%)

65+ (33%)

Democrat (46%)

Republican (37%)

NPP/Other (17%)

Voted 0-3/6 Elections (38%)

Voted 4-5/6 (28%)

Voted 6/6 (33%)
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Measure Components
Many of the highest priorities are centered around making parks safer and cleaner and 

serving local youth.

Q22-42. Now I'm going to read you a list of some of the projects and priorities for Fresno 

parks and recreation.  On a scale of 1 to 7, where 1 is not important at all and 7 is very 

important, please tell me how important each of the items is to you.

*Asked half of respondents, n=300. MoE + 5.7%
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Reduce crime and homelessness in parks

Provide clean, safe neighborhood parks for Fresno residents

Update and maintain park bathrooms*

Provide job training for the community, including at-risk youth
and returning veterans*

Reduce graffiti and vandalism in parks

Maintain and improve after-school and youth recreational
programs

Improve park facilities to be accessible to persons with
disabilities

Update and maintain playgrounds

Beautify landscaping and remove weeds and litter from
medians along major roads*

Provide community service officers to patrol parks

Very
important (7)

Somewhat
important (5-6)



TPL FEASIBILITY STUDY (Feb 2017)



Fresno Parks Master Plan By the Numbers

• Fixing Existing Parks: need an additional $175 million

• Maintenance: need an additional $5 million per year

• Park Access: roughly 1/2 of population does not live within 

walking distance of a park

• Renovations to Existing Parks: roughly $10-12 million/each

• New Park Construction: roughly $3-10 million/each; need 

1800 new acres by 2035

• Park Condition: about 80% of the City’s parks are in poor or 

fair condition



The Fresno Parks Initiative



The Fresno Parks Initiative
• Investing in Existing Parks and Facilities

• No less than 25% invested in parks in poor condition

• Investing in New Parks
• No less than 25% invested in park-poor communities
• Includes acquisition for new parks and expanding access to public 

facilities for recreational use (e.g. schools and ponding basins)

• Trails and the San Joaquin River Parkway
• No less than 25% invested in “priority network”

• Youth, Senior, and Recreational Programs
• Youth Jobs and Park Rangers
• Arts and Cultural Programs and Facilities
• Landscape Beautification


