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CITY OF FRESNO otice o Vr:/titehr?t was filed

MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

— FRESNO COUNTY
The full Initial Study and the Fresno | ENVIRONMENTAL CLERK
General Plan Master Environmental | ASSESSMENT NUMBER: 2220 Tulare Street
Impact Report are on file in the Fresno, California
Development and Resource T-6207/C-18-031 93721
Management Department, -~
Fresno City Hall, 3rd Floor on
2600 Fresno Street
Fresno, California 93721 June 28, 2018
(559) 621-8277
APPLICANT: PROJECT LOCATION:
Copper River Southwest, LLC Located north of the intersection of North Friant Road and East
1396 West Herndon Avenue #101 Copper Avenue, within the Copper River Ranch development,
Fresno, California 93711 in the County of Fresno, Fresno, California
Site Latitude: 36°54'1.457” N
Site Longitude: 119°45°40.863" W
Assessor’s Parcel Number(s): 579-090-20

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Gary Giannetta, on behalf of Copper River Southwest, LLC, has filed Vesting Tentative Tract Map No.
6207 and Conditional Use Permit No. C-18-031 pertaining to approximately 9.88 acres of property
located north of the intersection of North Friant Road and East Copper Avenue, within the Copper
River Ranch development. Vesting Tentative Tract Map No. 6207 is a proposal to subdivide the
property into a 44 lot single-family residential subdivision. Conditional Use Permit No. C-18-031
proposes a gated development with private streets and modified property development standards.
The application is consistent with the planned land use of medium high density residential, pursuant to
the allowance of blended densities, as designated by both the Fresno General Plan and the
Woodward Park Community Plan.

The City of Fresno has conducted an initial study and proposes to adopt a Mitigated Negative
Declaration for the above-described project. The environmental analysis contained in the Initial
Study and this Mitigated Negative Declaration is tiered from the Master Environmental Impact
Report (SCH # 2012111015) prepared for the Fresno General Plan (“MEIR”) and Program EIR No.
10126 prepared for the Copper River Ranch Project. A copy of the MEIR and Program EIR No.
10126 may be reviewed in the City of Fresno Development and Resource Management Department
as noted above. The proposed project has been determined to be a subsequent project that is not
fully within the scope of the Master Environmental Impact Report ("MEIR) prepared for the Fresno
General Plan. Pursuant to Public Resources Code § 21157.1 and California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) Guidelines § 15177, this project has been evaluated with respect to each item on the
attached environmental checklist to determine whether this project may cause any additional
significant effect on the environment which was not previously examined in the MEIR. After
conducting a review of the adequacy of the MEIR pursuant to Public Resources Code, Section




21157.6(b)(1), the Development and Resource Management Department, as lead agency, finds that
no substantial changes have occurred with respect to the circumstances under which the MEIR was
certified and that no new information, which was not known and could not have been known at the
time that the MEIR was certified as complete, has become available.

This completed environmental impact checklist form, its associated narrative, and proposed
mitigation measures reflect applicable comments of responsible and trustee agencies and research
and analyses conducted to examine the interrelationship between the proposed project and the
physical environment. The information contained in the project application and its related
environmental assessment application, responses to requests for comment, checklist, initial study
narrative, and any attachments thereto, combine to form a record indicating that an initial study has
been completed in compliance with the State CEQA Guidelines and the CEQA.

All new development activity and many non-physical projects contribute directly or indirectly toward
cumulative impacts on the physical environment. It has been determined that the incremental effect
contributed by this project toward cumulative impacts is not considered substantial or significant in
itself, and/or that cumulative impacts accruing from this project may be mitigated to less than
significant with application of feasible mitigation measures.

Based upon the evaluation guided by the environmental checklist form, it was determined that there
are foreseeable impacts from the Project that are additional to those identified in the MEIR, and/or
impacts which require mitigation measures not included in the MEIR Mitigation Measure Checklist.

The completed environmental checklist form indicates whether an impact is potentially significant,
less than significant with mitigation, or less than significant.

For some categories of potential impacts, the checklist may indicate that a specific adverse
environmental effect has been identified which is of sufficient magnitude to be of concern. Such an
effect may be inherent in the nature and magnitude of the project, or may be related to the design
and characteristics of the individual project. Effects so rated are not sufficient in themselves to
require the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report, and have been mitigated to the extent
feasible. With the project specific mitigation imposed, there is no substantial evidence in the record
that this project may have additional significant, direct, indirect or cumulative effects on the
environment that are significant and that were not identified and analyzed in the MEIR. Both the
MEIR mitigation checklist measures and the project-specific mitigation checklist measures will be
imposed on this project.

The initial study has concluded that the proposed project will not result in any adverse effects which
fall within the "Mandatory Findings of Significance" contained in Section 15065 of the State CEQA
Guidelines.

The finding is, therefore, made that the proposed project will not have a significant adverse effect on
the environment.

PREPARED BY: SUBMITTED BY:
Israel Trejo,

Planner
V/ 0\‘7@ B
ill Tackett, Supervising Planner

DATE: June 28, 2018 DEVELOPMENT & RESOURCE MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT




Attachments:

-Notice of Intent

-Initial Study Impact Checklist and Initial Study (Appendix G)

-MEIR Mitigation Monitoring Checklist Mitigation and Monitoring
Reporting Program dated June 28, 2018

- Project Specific Mitigation Monitoring Checklist dated June 28,

2018
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CITY OF FRESNO Filed with:

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION ” L E

EA No. T-6207/C-18-031
Vesting Tentative Tract Map No. 6207 JUN 28 2018 ™

Conditional Use Permit No. C-18-031
F@O COUNTY CLERK
2 DEPUTY

APPLICANT:
Copper River Southwest, LLC

1396 West Herndon Avenue #101

Fresno, California 93711 FRESNO COUNTY CLERK

PROJECT LOCATION: 51233(2)1Tulare Street, Fresno, CA

Located north of the intersection of North Friant Road and
East Copper Avenue, within the Copper River Ranch
development, in the County of Fresno, Fresno, California

Site Latitude: 36°54'1.457" N
Site Longitude: 119°45'40.863" W

Assessor’s Parcel Number(s): 579-090-20

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Gary Giannetta, on behalf of Copper River Southwest, LLC, has filed Vesting Tentative Tract Map No.
6207 and Conditional Use Permit No. C-18-031 pertaining to approximately 9.88 acres of property
located north of the intersection of North Friant Road and East Copper Avenue, within the Copper
River Ranch development. Vesting Tentative Tract Map No. 6207 is a proposal to subdivide the
property into a 44 lot single-family residential subdivision. Conditional Use Permit No. C-18-031
proposes a gated development with private streets and modified property development standards.
The application is consistent with the planned land use of medium high density residential, pursuant
to the allowance of blended densities, as designated by both the Fresno General Plan and the
Woodward Park Community Plan.

The City of Fresno has conducted an initial study of the above-described project and it has been
determined to be a subsequent project that is not fully within the scope of the Master Environmental
Impact Report (MEIR) prepared for the Fresno General Plan (SCH # 2012111015). Therefore, the
Development and Resource Management Department proposes to adopt a Mitigated Negative
Declaration for this project.

With the project specific mitigation imposed, there is no substantial evidence in the record that this
project may have additional significant, direct, indirect or cumulative effects on the environment that
are significant and that were not identified and analyzed in the MEIR and Program EIR No. 10126
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prepared for the Copper River Ranch Project. After conducting a review of the adequacy of the
MEIR pursuant to Public Resources Code, Section 21157.6(b)(1), the Development and Resource
Management Department, as lead agency, finds that no substantial changes have occurred with
respect to the circumstances under which the MEIR was certified and that no new information, which
was not known and could not have been known at the time that the MEIR was certified as complete
has become available. The project is not located on a site which is included on any of the lists
enumerated under Section 65962.5 of the Government Code including, but not limited to, lists of
hazardous waste facilities, land designated as hazardous waste property, hazardous waste disposal
sites and others, and the information in the Hazardous Waste and Substances Statement required
under subdivision (f) of that Section.

Additional information on the proposed project, including the MEIR and Program EIR No. 10126
prepared for the Copper River Ranch Project, the proposed environmental finding of a mitigated
negative declaration and the initial study may be obtained from the Development and Resource
Management Department, Fresno City Hall, 2600 Fresno Street, 3rd Floor Fresno, California
93721-3604. Please contact Israel Trejo at (559) 621-8044 or via e-mail at |srael. Trejo@fresno.qov
for more information.

ANY INTERESTED PERSON may comment on the proposed environmental finding. Comments
must be in writing and must state (1) the commentor's name and address; (2) the commentor’s
interest in, or relationship to, the project; (3) the environmental determination being commented
upon; and (4) the specific reason(s) why the proposed environmental determination should or should
not be made. Any comments may be submitted at any time between the publication date of this
notice and close of business on July 18, 2018. Please direct comments to Israel Trejo, City of
Fresno Development and Resource Management Department, City Hall, 2600 Fresno Street, Room
3043, Fresno, California, 93721-3604; or by email to Israel. Trejo@fresno.qgov.

INITIAL STUDY PREPARED BY: SUBMITTED BY:
Israel Trejo, Planner

DATE: July 18, 2018

AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
DEPARTMENT




APPENDIX G / INITIAL STUDY

Environmental Checklist Form
For EA No. T-6207/C-18-031

Project title:

Vesting Tentative Tract Map No. 6207
Conditional Use Permit No. C-18-031

Lead agency name and address:

City of Fresno

Development and Resource Management Department
2600 Fresno Street

Fresno, CA 93721

Contact person and phone number:

Israel Trejo, Planner

City of Fresno

Development & Resource Management Department
(659) 621-8044

Project location:

Located north of the intersection of North Friant Road and East Copper Avenue,
within the Copper River Ranch development, in the County of Fresno, Fresno,
California

Site Latitude: 36°54'1.457” N
Site Longitude: 119°45°'40.863" W

Assessor’s Parcel Number: 579-090-20

Project sponsor's name and address:

Copper River Southwest, LLC
1396 West Herndon Avenue, #101
Fresno, California 93711

General plan designation:
The Woodward Park Community Plan and the Fresno General Plan designate
the subject property for medium high density residential planned land uses

Zoning:
RM-1 (Residential Multi-Family District)
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Description of project:

A 44 lot, gated single-family residential subdivision with private streets and
modified property development standards.

Surrounding land uses and setting:

Planned Land

e

Existing Zoning

Existing Land

Use Use
Community CC & RM-1
C ial &
North el Community Commercial & Vacant
Medium Density . i . )
Residential Multi-family Residential
Open Space & OS & RS-4 Open Space and
[| East | Medium Density Open Space & Single- Single-family
Residential family Residential Residential
Urban RM-2
South Neighborhood . . . . Vacant
Residential Multi-family Residential
Multi-Use — Open oS Vacant
West Space Open Space

Other public agencies whose approval is required:

Clovis Unified School District, City of Fresno (COF) Development and Resource
Management Department, COF Department of Public Works; COF Department
of Public Utilities; COF Fire Department; County of Fresno Department of Public
Health: Department of Transportation; Fresno Irrigation District; Fresno
Metropolitan Flood Control District, San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control
District.




11. Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated
with the project area requested consultation pursuant to Public Resources
Code (PRC) Section 21080.3.17? If so, has consultation begun?

Note: Conducting consultation early in the CEQA process allows tribal
governments, lead agencies, and project proponents to discuss the level of
environmental review, identify and address potential adverse impacts to tribal
cultural resources, and reduce the potential for delay and conflict in the
environmental review process. (See PRC section 21083.3.2.) Information may
also be available from the California Native American Heritage Commission’s
Sacred Lands File per PRC Section 5097.96 and the California Historical
Resources Information System administered by the California Office of Historic
Preservation. Please also note that PRC Section 21082.3(c) contains provisions
specific to confidentiality.

The Development and Resource Management Department provided notification
of the project to the California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally
affiliated with the project area. Consultation on the project was initiated by the
Table Mountain Rancheria. Table Mountain Rancheria Cultural Resources staff
accompanied a representative of Granville Homes on a site visit to the subject
property on June 15, 2018. The site visit satisfied and concluded the
consultation requirements for this project based on a response from Table
Mountain Rancheria Cultural Resources staff. No other consultation was
requested.

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

Pursuant to PRC Section 21157.1(b) and CEQA Guidelines 15177(b)(2), the purpose of
this initial study is to analyze whether the subsequent project was described in the
Master Environmental Impact Report (MEIR) State Clearing House (SCH) No.
2012111015 as prepared and adopted for the Fresno General Plan and whether the
subsequent project may cause any additional significant effect on the environment,
which was not previously examined in MEIR SCH No. 2012111015.

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project,
involving at least one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the
checklist on the following pages.

Agriculture and
Aesthetics Forestry Resources Air Quality
Biological Resources Cultural Resources Geology /Soils
Greenhouse Gas Hazards & Hazardous Hydrology / Water
Emissions Materials Quality
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Land Use / Planning

Mineral Resources

Noise

Population / Housing

Public Services

Recreation

Transportation/Traffic

Tribal Cultural
Resources

Utilities / Service

Mandatory Findings
of Significance

DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency)

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

| find that the proposed project is a subsequent project identified in the MEIR
and that it is fully within the scope of the MEIR because it would have no
additional significant effects that were not examined in the MEIR such that no
new additional mitigation measures or alternatives may be required. All
applicable mitigation measures contained in the Mitigation Measure Monitoring
Checklist shall be imposed upon the proposed project. A FINDING OF
CONFORMITY will be prepared.

| find that the proposed project is a subsequent project identified in the MEIR
but that it is not fully within the scope of the MEIR because the proposed
project could have a significant effect on the environment that was not
examined in the MEIR. However, there will not be a significant effect in this
case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the
project proponent. The project specific mitigation measures and all applicable
mitigation measures contained in the MEIR Mitigation Measure Monitoring
Checklist will be imposed upon the proposed project. A MITIGATED
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that the proposed project is a subsequent project identified in the MEIR
but that it MAY have a significant effect on the environment that was not
examined in the MEIR, and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is
required to analyze the potentially significant effects not examined in the MEIR
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21157.1(d) and CEQA Guidelines
15178(a).

J

L-78-(4,

Israel}/ejo, Planfier

Date



EVALUATION OF ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS NOT ASSESSED IN
THE MEIR:

1. For purposes of this Initial Study, the following answers have the corresponding
meanings:

]

.“No Impact” means the subsequent project will not cause any additional
significant effect related to the threshold under consideration which was not
previously examined in the MEIR.

b. “Less Than Significant Impact” means there is an impact related to the threshold
under consideration that was not previously examined in the MEIR, but that
impact is less than significant;

c. “Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporation” means there is a potentially
significant impact related to the threshold under consideration that was not
previously examined in the MEIR, however, with the mitigation incorporated into
the project, the impact is less than significant.

d. “Potentially Significant Impact” means there is an additional potentially
significant effect related to the threshold under consideration that was not
previously examined in the MEIR.

2. A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No Impact" answers that are
adequately supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in the
parentheses following each question. A "No Impact" answer is adequately supported
if the referenced information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to
projects like the one involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A
"No Impact" answer should be explained where it is based on project-specific factors
as well as general standards (e.g., the project will not expose sensitive receptors to
pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis).

3. All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well
as on-site, cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and
construction as well as operational impacts.

4. Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur,
then the checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant,
less than significant with mitigation, or less than significant. "Potentially Significant
Impact" is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be
significant. If there are one or more "Potentially Significant Impact" entries when the
determination is made, an EIR is required.

5. A "Finding of Conformity" is a determination based on an initial study that the

proposed project is a subsequent project identified in the MEIR and that it is fully
within the scope of the MEIR because it would have no additional significant effects
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that were not examined in the MEIR.

6. "Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated” applies
where the incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from
"Potentially Significant Impact" to a "Less Than Significant Impact." The lead agency
must describe the mitigation measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the
effect to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from Section XVII, "Earlier
Analyses," may be cross-referenced).

7. Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR or MEIR,
or other CEQA process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or
negative declaration. Section 15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief discussion should
identify the following:

a. Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.

b. Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist
were within the scope of and adequately analyzed in the MEIR or another earlier
document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and state whether such
effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.

c. Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation
Measures Incorporated," describe the mitigation measures which were
incorporated or refined from the earlier document and the extent to which they
address site-specific conditions for the project.

8. Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to
information sources for potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances).
Reference to a previously prepared or outside document should, where appropriate,
include a reference to the page or pages where the statement is substantiated.

9. Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources
used or individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion.

10.This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats;
however, lead agencies should normally address the questions from this checklist
that are relevant to a project's environmental effects in whatever format is selected.
11. The explanation of each issue should identify:

a. The significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and

b. The mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than
significance



Less Than

Potentially Significant Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant | . g Significant
Impact with Mitigation Impact Impact
Incorporated
|. AESTHETICS -- Would the
project:
a) Have a substantial adverse X
effect on a scenic vista?
b) Substantially damage scenic
resources, including, but not
limited to, trees, rock X
outcroppings, and historic
buildings within a state scenic
highway?

c) Substantially degrade the
existing visual character or X
quality of the site and its
surroundings?

d) Create a new source of
substantial light or glare which X
would adversely affect day or
nighttime views in the area?

As noted within the Master Environmental Impact Report (MEIR) prepared for the
Fresno General Plan, a scenic vista is a viewpoint that provides a distant view of highly
valued natural or man-made landscape features for the benefit of the general public.
Scenic vistas within the Fresno area could provide distant views of natural landscape
features such as the San Joaquin River along the northern boundary of the Fresno area
and the foothills of the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range. The River bluffs provide distant
views of the San Joaquin River as well as areas north of the River. However, the
maijority of these views are from private property. There are limited views of the San
Joaquin River from Weber Avenue, Milburn Avenue, McCampbell Drive, Valentine
Avenue, Palm Avenue, State Route 41, Friant Road, and Woodward Park.
Development on the subject site would be consistent with existing development in the
area and required to comply with the height standards of the applicable zone district.
As such, the project will not have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista (which
may have benefited the general public). The project is not performing any work within a
state scenic highway, therefore, the project will not substantially damage scenic
resources, including, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state
scenic highway. The project is proposing residential development consistent with the
development in the area, therefore, it will not substantially degrade the existing visual
character or quality of the site and its surroundings. Furthermore, development of the
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site will not create a new source of substantial light or glare which would affect day or
night time views in the project area, given that the project will only have lights consistent
with other residential locations in the area. Lighting associated with urban development
does not generally create hazards or nuisance effects, but provides accent, direction
and security.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact P
Incorporated

II. AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY
RESOURCES: In determining
whether impacts to agricultural
resources are significant
environmental effects, lead agencies
may refer to the California
Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site
Assessment Model (1997) prepared
by the California  Dept. of
Conservation as an optional model to
use in assessing impacts on
agriculture and farmland. -- Would
the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique
Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance (Farmland), as shown on
the maps prepared pursuant to the X
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring
Program of the California Resources
Agency, to non-agricultural use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for
agricultural use, or a Williamson Act X
contract?

c¢) Conflict with existing zoning for, or
cause rezoning of, forest land (as
defined in Public Resources Code
section 12220(g)), timberland (as
defined by Public Resources Code X
section 4526), or timberland zoned
Timberland Production (as defined by
Government Code section
51104(qg))?




ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

d) Result in the loss of forest land or
conversion of forest land to non-
forest use?

e) Involve other changes in the
existing environment which, due to
their location or nature, could result
in conversion of Farmland, to non-
agricultural use?

The subject property is deemed Vacant or Disturbed Land, therefore it will not convert
Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland),
as shown on the maps prepared (2014) pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to a non-agricultural use. The
project site is zoned for residential uses and does not have a Williamson Act contract.
The site is zoned for residential uses, therefore it will not conflict with existing zoning for,
or cause rezoning of, forest land or timberland. The project has a less than significant
impact on the potential to facilitate the conversion of farmland because there is no
farmland within the immediate vicinity of the subject site (though there is some land
being farmed located across North Friant Road — a major street).

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant
L Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

. AIR QUALITY AND GLOBAL
CLIMATE CHANGE - (Where
available, the significance criteria
established by the applicable air
quality management or air pollution
control district may be relied upon to
make the following determinations.) -

Would the project:




Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant No
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

a) Conflict with or obstruct
implementation of the applicable air
quality plan (e.g., by having potential
emissions of regulated criterion X
pollutants which exceed the San
Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control
Districts (SJVAPCD) adopted
thresholds for these pollutants)?

b) Violate any air quality standard or
contribute substantiaily to an existing X
or projected air quality violation?

c) Result in a cumulatively
considerable net increase of any
criteria pollutant for which the project
region is non-attainment under an
applicable federal or state ambient X
air quality standard (including
releasing emissions which exceed
quantitative thresholds for ozone
precursors)?

d) Expose sensitive receptors to X
substantial pollutant concentrations?

e) Create objectionable odors
affecting a substantial number of X
people?

The subject project proposes single family residential houses on land that is planned for
residential uses in the Fresno General Plan. Emissions projected to occur from the
entire Copper River Ranch project will account for only a small amount of pollutants
over the San Joaquin Valley Air Basin. As a mixed use community, the Copper River
Ranch project contains many design characteristics to reduce overall air emissions.
Mixed uses near the subject site include commercial, parks, golf course, and an
elementary school. A system of bike and pedestrian trails will link much of the Copper
River Ranch project, increasing the likelihood of using alternative transportation modes.
The project will not occur at a scale or scope with potential to contribute substantially to
existing or projected air quality violations, impacts, or increases of criteria pollutants, for
which the San Joaquin Valley region is under an applicable federal or state ambient air
quality standard (including releasing emissions that exceed quantitative thresholds for
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ozone precursors). The proposed project will comply with all applicable air quality
plans; therefore the project will not conflict with or obstruct an applicable air quality plan.
The project must comply with the construction and development requirements of the
San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD), therefore, no violations of
air quality standards will occur. Development of the subject property will not expose
sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations, as the project is similar to
many projects in the area and there are no substantial pollutant concentrations in the
area; additionally, the project is not expected to create substantial pollutant
concentrations. The proposed project must fully comply with Rule 9510 from the San
Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD). This Rule (also called Indirect
Source Review or ISR) provides for incorporation of a wide range of mitigation
measures into projects, and levies fees for pollutants generated by development
projects, transportation and development projects. The fees are used to provide for
regional air quality improvements and mitigations. The project is proposing residential
uses consistent with the area, therefore, it is not expected to create objectionable odors
affecting a substantial number of people. In conclusion, with MEIR mitigation measures
incorporated, the project will not result in any air quality resource impacts beyond those
analyzed in MEIR SCH No. 2012111015.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant |
= . mpact
Impact Mitigation Impact

Incorporated
IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES --
Would the project:
a) Have a substantial adverse effect,
either directly or through habitat
modifications, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive,
or special status species in local or X

regional plans, policies, or
regulations, or by the California
Department of Fish and Game or
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect
on any riparian habitat or other
sensitive natural community identified
in local or regional plans, policies, X
regulations or by the California
Department of Fish and Game or US
Fish and Wildlife Service?

-11-



Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant ImNth
Impact Mitigation Impact P
Incorporated

c) Have a substantial adverse effect
on federally protected wetlands as
defined by Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act (including, but not limited X
to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.)
through direct removal, filling,
hydrological interruption, or other
means?

d) Interfere substantially with the
movement of any native resident or
migratory fish or wildlife species or
with established native resident or X
migratory wildlife corridors, or impede
the use of native wildlife nursery
sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or
ordinances  protecting  biological X
resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance?

f) Conflict with the provisions of an
adopted Habitat Conservation Plan,

Natural Community Conservation X
Plan, or other approved local,
regional, or state habitat

conservation plan?

Twelve species including the White-tailed Kite, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Merlin, Prairie
Falcon, California Horned Lark, and Tri-colored Blackbird occur regionally and may
typically use habitats similar to those found in the Copper River Ranch project area.
These species may be expected to pass over the Copper River Ranch project area, or
venture on to it while foraging. Most of the Copper River Ranch project area, however,
provides marginal habitat for these species, at best. Although a small area of non-
native grassland provides suitable foraging habitat for some of these species, it does
not provide uniquely important habitat for them. The presence of large areas of similar
habitat in the project vicinity ensures that the Copper River Ranch project will have little
or no effect on regional populations of these 12 species. As required by EIR No. 10126
prepared for the Copper River Ranch project: 1) a qualified biologist shall conduct a
preconstruction survey for Burrowing Owls no more than 30 days prior to project
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construction, 2) If preconstruction surveys undertaken during the non-breeding season
locate resident owls, these individuals may be relocated to alternative habitat, and 3) a
qualified biologist shall conduct a preconstruction survey for Northern Harriers no more
than 30 days prior to project construction. As such, the project is expected to be less
than significant regarding the effect on any sensitive, special status, or candidate
species, and the habitat that supports them. As required by EIR No. 10126 prepared for
the Copper River Ranch project, a qualified geologist or consultant shall prepare and
submit an erosion control plan for approval by the City of Fresno. As such, the project
is expected to have a less than significant effect on any riparian habitat or other
sensitive natural community. Also, as noted in EIR No. 10126 prepared for the Copper
River Ranch project, seasonal wetland swales and northern hardpan vernal pools were
noted as being present in certain locations within the Copper River Ranch project area,
though not necessarily on the subject property. The United States Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) asserts jurisdiction over these habitats. The applicant has received
a permit from the USACE aggregating the wetlands resources of the Copper River
Ranch project. As such, no federally protected wetlands are located on the subject site.
Therefore, there would be no impacts to species, riparian habitat or other sensitive
communities and wetlands. The project area is not situated within an apparent
movement corridor for native wildlife, although some species may move through it. The
proposed project does not contain a native wildlife nursery site. Therefore, there would
be a less than significant impact on the movement of native wildlife. No local policies,
habitat conservation plan, regarding biological resources are applicable to the subject
site and there would be no impacts with regard to those plans.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant |
Impact | Mitigati Impact | ImPact
pac itigation mpac
Incorporated
V. CULTURAL RESOURCES --
Would the project:
a) Cause a substantial adverse
change in the significance of a X
historical resource as defined in
"15064.57?
b) Cause a substantial adverse
change in the significance of an X
archaeological resource pursuant to
'"15064.57
c) Directly or indirectly destroy a
unique paleontological resource or X
site or unique geologic feature?
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Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant | Mo
. mpact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

d) Disturb any human remains,
including those interred outside of X
formal cemeteries?

The project proposes a use (residential) that substantially exists in the vicinity, and there
is no historical resource in the area, therefore it is not expected to cause a substantial
adverse change in the significance of a historical resource. As noted in the EIR No.
10126 prepared for the Copper River Ranch project, the project area underwent a
systematic and intensive cultural resource investigation which did not reveal the
presence of cultural resources of any type (including historical, archaeological,
paleontological, or unique geologic features) on the subject property. Past record
searches for the region have not revealed the likelihood of cultural resources on the
subject property or in its immediate vicinity. It should be noted however that lack of
surface evidence of historical resources does not preclude the subsurface existence of
archaeological resources. Therefore, due to the ground disturbing activities that will
occur as a result of the project, pursuant to the conditions of approval for the project, if
material that may be human remains, animal fossils, or archaeological material is
encountered, work shall stop immediately; and, that qualified professionals in the
respective field are contacted and consulted in order to insure that the activities of the
proposed project will not involve physical demolition, destruction, relocation, or
alteration of historic, archaeological, or paleontological resources.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant
o Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

VI. GEOLOGY AND SOILS -- Would
the project:

a) Expose people or structures to
potential substantial adverse effects,
including the risk of loss, injury, or
death involving:
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

i) Rupture of a known earthquake
fault, as delineated on the most
recent Alquist-Priolo  Earthquake
Fault Zoning Map issued by the State
Geologist for the area or based on
other substantial evidence of a
known fault? Refer to Division of
Mines and Geology Special
Publication 42.

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?

iii) Seismic-related ground failure,
including liguefaction?

iv) Landslides?

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or
the loss of topsoil?

c) Be located on a geologic unit or
soil that is unstable, or that would
become unstable as a result of the
project, and potentially result in on-
or off-site landslide, lateral spreading,
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?

d) Be located on expansive soil, as
defined in Table 18-1-B of the
Uniform Building Code (1994),
creating substantial risks to life or
property?

e) Have soils incapable of adequately
supporting the use of septic tanks or
alternative waste water disposal
systems where sewers are not
available for the disposal of waste
water?

Fresno has no known active earthquake faults, and is not in any Alquist-Priolo Special
Studies Zones. There are no known geologic hazards or unstable soil conditions known
to exist on the site. The project site is not located within an area that has strong seismic
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ground shaking, liquefaction or landslides. Although the project development would
include re-vegetation and landscaping that would eventually decrease erosion of soils
over the life of the project, disruption of surface soils through excavation, cut and fill,
and grading associated with project construction would result in erosion and
sedimentation impacts. Significant grading, and cut and fill activity would be necessary
to implement the proposed project. The City of Fresno requires preparation of a grading
plan which incorporates temporary stabilization measures to protect exposed areas
during construction activities, watering to control dust, and soil erosion, and
sedimentation control measures. The developer will be responsible for measures to
mitigate impacts to water quality in local creeks from erosion, and must also meet water
quality standards for the State of California. Development of the property requires
compliance with grading and drainage standards of the City of Fresno and Fresno
Metropolitan Flood Control District Standards, therefore the project is not expected to be
unstable. Additionally, pursuant to the conditions of approval, as required by the EIR
No. 10126 prepared for the Copper River Ranch project, a qualified geologist or
consultant shall prepare and submit an erosion control plan for approval by the City of
Fresno. All new structures are required to conform to current seismic protection
standards in the California Building Code. Septic tanks or alternative waste water
disposal systems will not be a part of the project.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant |
Impact Mitigation Impact impact
pac g pac
Incorporated
VIl. GREENHOUSE GAS
EMISSIONS -- Would the project:
a) Generate greenhouse gas
emissions, either directly or
indirectly, that may have a X
significant impact on the
environment?
b) Conflict with an applicable plan,
policy or regulation adopted for the X
purpose of reducing the emissions
of greenhouse gases?

The proposed project will not occur at a scale or scope with potential to contribute
substantially to the generation of greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly.
The proposed project will not conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation
adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases. Under the
MEIR and General Plan mitigation measures and policies for reducing all forms of air
pollution, levels of greenhouse gases may be reduced along with other regulated air
pollutants. The proposed project will not affect greenhouse gas emissions beyond what
was analyzed in the Master Environmental Impact Report for the Fresno General Plan.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

VIIl. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS
MATERIAL -- Would the project:

a) Create a significant hazard to the
public or the environment through the
routine transport, use, or disposal of
hazardous materials?

b) Create a significant hazard to the
public or the environment through
reasonably foreseeable upset and
accident conditions involving the
release of hazardous materials into
the environment?

c) Emit hazardous emissions or
handle hazardous or acutely
hazardous materials, substances, or
waste within one-quarter mile of an
existing or proposed school?

d) Be located on a site which is
included on a list of hazardous
materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5
and, as a result, would it create a
significant hazard to the public or the
environment?

e) For a project located within an
airport land use plan or, where such
a plan has not been adopted, within
two miles of a public airport or public
use airport, would the project result in
a safety hazard for people residing or
working in the project area?
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Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant | O
Impact Mitigation Impact mpact
pac gatio p
Incorporated

f) For a project within the vicinity of a
private airstrip, would the project
result in a safety hazard for people X
residing or working in the project
area?

g) Impair implementation of or
physically interfere with an adopted X
emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan?

h) Expose people or structures to a
significant risk of loss, injury or death
involving wildland fires, including X
where wildlands are adjacent to
urbanized areas or where residences
are intermixed with wildlands?

The proposed project will not create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials,
because said project does not involve the use of hazardous materials; additionally, as
such, there is no significant hazard to the public or the environment through an
accident. The project is a residential use, therefore it is not expected to emit hazardous
emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste
within one-guarter mile of an existing or proposed school. There are no known existing
hazardous material conditions on the site and the project is not located on a site which
is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to Government
Code Section 65962.5. The project area is not located within an airport land use plan,
nor is it located within two miles of a public airport or public use airport (the project area
is not located in the vicinity of a private airstrip). The project is not within the vicinity of a
private airstrip, therefore, it would not result in a safety hazard for people residing or
working in the project area. The project is proposing a residential use on private
property, therefore the project is not expected to interfere with an adopted emergency
plan. The project will be required to comply with Fire Department requirements,
including, providing two points of access. The project area is not located near a wildland
area, therefore the project will not expose people or structures to a significant risk of
loss, injury or death involving wildland fires; though there are large amounts of vacant
land in the project vicinity, the land is regularly cleaned for weeds and dry brush, etc.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

IX. HYDROLOGY AND WATER
QUALITY -- Would the project:

a) Violate any water quality
standards or waste discharge
requirements?

b) Substantially deplete groundwater
supplies or interfere substantially with
groundwater recharge such that
there would be a net deficit in aquifer
volume or a lowering of the local
groundwater table level (e.g., the
production rate of pre-existing nearby
wells would drop to a level which
would not support existing land uses
or planned uses for which permits
have been granted)?

c) Substantially alter the existing
drainage pattern of the site or area,
including through the alteration of the
course of a stream or river, in a
manner which would result in
substantial erosion or siltation on- or
off-site?

d) Substantially alter the existing
drainage pattern of the site or area,
including through the alteration of the
course of a stream or river, or
substantially increase the rate or
amount of surface runoff in a manner
which would result in flooding on- or
off-site?

e) Create or contribute runoff water
which would exceed the capacity of
existing or planned stormwater
drainage systems or  provide
substantial additional sources of
polluted runoff?
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Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant e
= . Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
f) Otherwise substantially degrade X

water quality?

g) Place housing within a 100-year
flood hazard area as mapped on a
federal Flood Hazard Boundary or X
Flood Insurance Rate Map or other
flood hazard delineation map?

h) Place within a 100-year flood
hazard area structures which would X
impede or redirect flood flows?

i) Expose people or structures to a
significant risk of loss, injury or death

involving flooding, including flooding X
as a result of the failure of a levee or

dam?

j) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or X
mudflow?

The proposed project is a residential project (44 lots), consistent with development in
the surrounding area, and, as such, the project is not expected to violate water quality
standards or waste discharge requirements. This environmental assessment prepared
for the proposed project is tiered from Master Environmental Impact Report SCH No.
2012111015) prepared for the Fresno General Plan (collectively, the “MEIR"), which
contains measures to mitigate projects’ individual and cumulative impacts to
groundwater resources and to reverse the groundwater basin’s overdraft conditions.
Fresno has attempted to address these issues through metering and revisions to the
City’'s Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP). The purpose of these management
plans is to provide safe, adequate, and dependable water supplies in order to meet the
future needs of the metropolitan area in an economical manner; protect groundwater
quality from further degradation and overdraft; and, provide a plan of reasonably
implementable measures and facilities. City water wells, pump stations, recharge
facilities, water treatment and distribution systems have been expanded incrementally to
mitigate increased water demands and respond to groundwater quality challenges. The
adverse groundwater conditions of limited supply and compromised quality have been
documented by planning, environmental impact report and technical studies over the
past 20 years including the Master Environmental impact Report No. 2012111015 for
the Fresno General Plan, the MEIR 10130 for the 2025 Fresno General Plan, Final EIR
No.10100, Final EIR No.10117 and Final EIR No. SCH 95022029 (Fresno Metropolitan
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Water Resource Management Plan), et al. These conditions include water quality
degradation due to DBCP, arsenic, iron, and manganese concentrations; low water well
yields; limited aquifer storage capacity and recharge capacity; and, intensive urban or
semi-urban development occurring upgradient from the Fresno Metropolitan Area. One
of the primary objectives of Fresno’s future water supply plans detailed in Fresno’s
current UWMP is to balance groundwater operations through a host of strategies.
Through careful planning, Fresno has designed a comprehensive plan to accomplish
this objective by increasing surface water supplies and surface water treatment
facilities, intentional recharge, and conservation, thereby reducing groundwater
pumping. Until 2004, groundwater was the sole source of water for the City. In June
2004, a $32 million Surface Water Treatment Facility (“SWTF”) began providing Fresno
with surface water treated to drinking water standards. A second surface water
treatment facility is planned for southeast Fresno to meet demands anticipated by the
growth implicit in the Fresno General Plan. Surface water is used to replace lost
groundwater through Fresno’s artificial recharge program at the City-owned Leaky
Acres and smaller facilities in Southeast Fresno. Fresno holds entitlements to surface
water from Millerton Lake and Pine Flat Reservoir. In 2006, Fresno renewed its
contract with the United States Bureau of Reclamation, through the year 2045. In the
near term, groundwater will continue to be an important part of the City’s supply but will
not be relied upon as heavily as has historically been the case. The 2010 UWMP
projects that groundwater pumped by the City will decrease from approximately 128,578
AF/year in 2010 to approximately 85,000 AF/year at buildout of the General Plan
Update. This would represent a decrease in the groundwater percentage of total water
supply from 87 percent to 36 percent. This reduction in groundwater pumping will
recharge the aquifer by approximately 15,000 acre-feet per year because the safe yieid
is approximately 1000,000 acre-feet per year. In order to meet this projection, the City is
planning to rely on expanding their delivery and treatment of surface water supplies and
groundwater recharge activities. The City has been adding to and upgrading its water
supplies through capital improvements, including adding pipelines to distribute treated
surface water. Additionally, in 2009, the treatment capacity of the Fresno/Clovis
Regional Wastewater Reclamation Facility was improved. The City has recently been
providing tertiary treatment at some of its wastewater treatment plants to supply tertiary
treated recycled water for landscape irrigation to new growth areas and the North
Fresno Wastewater Reclamation Facilities Satellite Plant was recently built to serve the
Copper River development and golf course in the northern part of Fresno. In addition,
the General Plan policies require the City to maintain a comprehensive conservation
program to help reduce per capita water usage, and includes conservation programs
such as landscaping standards for drought tolerance, irrigation control devices, leak
detection and retrofits, water audits, public education and implementing US Bureau of
Reclamation Best Management Practices for water conservation to maintain surface
water entitlements. The City also has implemented an extensive water conservation
program which is detailed in Fresno’s current UWMP and additional conservation is
anticipated as more of the City’s residential customers become metered. The City has
implemented a residential water meter program; installing and metering water service
for all single-family residential customers in the City by 2013. The City also intends to
commence providing tiered rates to incentivize further reduction in water usage. Fresno
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continues to periodically update its water management plans to ensure the cost-
effective use of water resources and continued availability of groundwater and surface
water supplies. In accordance with the provisions of the Fresno General Plan and
Master EIR No. 2012111015 mitigation measures, project specific water supply and
distribution requirements must assure that an adequate source of water is available to
serve the project. The City of Fresno Department of Public Utilities, Water Division has
reviewed the proposed project and has determined that water service will be available
to the proposed project as noted within the memo dated March 21, 2018. In lieu of the
requirements within said memo, the developer may submit available Project Water
EDUs (credits) in accordance with the Copper River Ranch Water Supply
Implementation Agreement dated November 17, 2016, as amended. The developers of
the Copper Ranch Development have entered into an agreement to memorialize its
obligations in order to provide adequate water supply for the entire Copper River Ranch
Development. Implementation of the Fresno General Plan policies, the Kings Basin
Integrated Regional Water Management Plan, City of Fresno Urban Water Management
Plan, Fresno-Area Regional Groundwater Management Plan, and City of Fresno
Metropolitan Water Resource Management Plan and the applicable mitigation
measures of approved environmental review documents will address the issues of
providing an adequate, reliable, and sustainable water supply for the project's urban
domestic and public safety consumptive purposes. The FMFCD has indicated that there
is permanent drainage service to serve the project and the project must comply with
FMFCD regulations. As such, the project is not expected to substantially alter the
existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through the alteration of the
course of a stream or river, in a manner which would result in substantial erosion or
siltation on- or off-site. Development of the property requires compliance with grading
and drainage standards of the City of Fresno and FMFCD, as such, the project is not
expected to substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including
through the alteration of the course of a stream or river, or substantially increase the
rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on- or off-
site. The project is required to comply with the requirements of the FMFCD, therefore, it
is not expected to create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of
existing or planned storm water drainage systems or provide substantial additional
sources of polluted runoff. The project is proposing common residential uses and is
therefore, not expected to substantially degrade water quality. Additionally, pursuant to
the conditions of approval, as required by the EIR No. 10126 prepared for the Copper
River Ranch project, a qualified geologist or consultant shall prepare and submit an
erosion control plan for approval by the City of Fresno. As noted within the memo from
the FMFCD, the project does not appear to be located within a flood prone area. The
project is not located near a levee or dam, therefore it will not expose people or
structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving flooding. Additionally, the
subject property is not located in an area subject to inundation by seiche, tsunami or
mudflow.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

X. LAND USE AND PLANNING -
Would the project:

a) Physically divide an established
community?

b) Conflict with any applicable land
use plan, policy, or regulation of an
agency with jurisdiction over the
project (including, but not limited to
the general plan, specific plan, local
coastal program, or  zoning
ordinance) adopted for the purpose
of avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect?

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat
conservation plan or natural
community conservation plan?

The project proposes to develop 44 lots within a developing area and does not have the
capability to divide an established community. The proposed project is consistent with
the applicable Fresno General Plan and Woodward Park Community Plan planned land
use designation and does not conflict with any applicable land use plan adopted for the
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect. The project will not conflict
with any conservation plans since it is not located within any conservation plan areas.

be of value to the region and the
residents of the state?

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant |
impact | Mitigat Impact | mPact
pac itigation mpac
Incorporated
XI. MINERAL RESOURCES -- Would
the project:
a) Result in the loss of availability of
a known mineral resource that would X
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
b) Result in the loss of availability of
a locally-important mineral resource X

recovery site delineated on a local
general plan, specific plan or other
land use plan?

The subject property is not located
preservation or recovery.

in an area designated for mineral resource

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

XIl. NOISE -- Would the project result
in:

a) Exposure of persons to or
generation of noise levels in excess
of standards established in the local
general plan or noise ordinance, or
applicable standards of other
agencies?

b) Exposure of persons to or
generation of excessive groundborne
vibration or groundborne noise
levels?

c) A substantial permanent increase
in ambient noise levels in the project
vicinity above levels existing without
the project?

d) A substantial temporary or periodic
increase in ambient noise levels in
the project vicinity above levels
existing without the project?
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Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant No
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

e) For a project located within an
airport land use plan or, where such
a plan has not been adopted, within
two miles of a public airport or public X
use airport, would the project expose
people residing or working in the
project area to excessive noise
levels?

f) For a project within the vicinity of a
private airstrip, would the project
expose people residing or working in X
the project area to excessive noise
levels?

In developed areas of the community, noise conflicts often occur when a noise sensitive
land use is located adjacent to a noise generator. Noise in these situations frequently
stems from on-site operations, use of outdoor equipment, uses where large numbers of
persons assemble, and vehicular traffic. Some land uses, such as residential dwellings,
are considered noise sensitive receptors and involve land uses associated with indoor
and/or outdoor activities that may be subject to stress and/or significant interference
from noise. The City of Fresno Noise Element of the Fresno General Plan establishes a
land use compatibility criterion of 65dB DNL for exterior noise levels in outdoor activity
areas of new residential developments. Outdoor activity areas generally include
backyards of single family residences. The intent of the exterior noise level requirement
is to provide an acceptable noise environment for outdoor activities and recreation.
Furthermore, the Noise Element also requires that interior noise levels attributable to
exterior noise sources not exceed 45 dB DNL. The intent of the interior noise level
standard is to provide an acceptable noise environment for indoor communication and
sleep. With the mitigation imposed, the project is not expected to expose persons to
noise levels in excess of current standards. The project applicant has provided an
acoustical analysis prepared by WJV Acoustics dated September 26, 2017. As noted
within the acoustical analysis, the proposed development will comply with the sound
requirements of the City of Fresno provided that: (1) a sound wall or earthen berm (or
combination) with a minimum height of six feet above finished lot grade is constructed
along North Friant Road, (2) exterior second-floor balconies should not be constructed
along the first row of houses facing North Friant Road and (3) air conditioning or
mechanical ventilation be installed so that it will be possible for windows and doors to
remain closed for sound insulation purposes. A residential development is not a
significant noise generator, therefore it will not generate noise levels established in the
General Plan. Construction activities associated with the development of the proposed
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project could expose persons or structures to excessive groundborne vibration or noise
levels. However, this would only be during the construction phase of the proposed
project. The proposed project is not located within an airport land use plan or within the
vicinity of a private airstrip. The project will be required to comply with all noise policies
from the Fresno General Plan and noise requirements within the Fresno Municipal
Code.

Mitigation Measures

1. The proposed project shall implement and incorporate the Conclusions and
Recommendations as noted within the acoustical analysis prepared by WJV
Acoustics dated September 26, 2017.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant

e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

XIIl. POPULATION AND HOUSING -
- Would the project:

a) Induce substantial population
growth in an area, either directly (for
example, by proposing new homes X
and businesses) or indirectly (for
example, through extension of roads
or other infrastructure)?

b) Displace substantial numbers of
existing housing, necessitating the X
construction of replacement housing
elsewhere?

c) Displace substantial numbers of
people, necessitating the X
construction of replacement housing
elsewhere?

Although the project will be intensifying the use of the currently undeveloped site,
development may occur at an intensity and scale that is permitted by the planned land
use designation and zone district classification for the site. Thus, the subdivision of the
subject property in accordance with the subject application will not facilitate an
additional intensification of uses beyond that which would be allowed by the low density
planned land use designation. The subject property is vacant and will, therefore, not
displace existing housing or people.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant WG
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Impact Mitigation Impact
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XIV. PUBLIC SERVICES --

a) Would the project result in
substantial adverse physical impacts
associated with the provision of new
or physically altered governmental
facilities, need for new or physically
altered governmental facilities, the
construction of which could cause
significant environmental impacts, in
order to maintain acceptable service
ratios, response times or other
performance objectives for any of the
public services:

Fire protection?

Police protection?

Drainage and flood control?
Parks?

Schools?

Other public services?

XX | X | X[ X]|X

The Department of Public Utilities has reviewed the proposed project and has
determined that adequate sewer, water, and solid waste facilities are available subject
to compliance with the conditions submitted by the Department of Public Utilities for this
project. City police and fire protection services are also available to serve the proposed
project. The FMFCD has indicated that permanent drainage is available to serve the
project; additionally, the project must comply with the conditions submitted by the
District for the proposed project. Development of the property requires compliance with
grading and drainage standards of the City of Fresno and FMFCD. Pursuant to the
conditions of approval, as required by the EIR No. 10126 prepared for the Copper River
Ranch project, a qualified geologist or consultant shall prepare and submit an erosion
control plan for approval by the City of Fresno Various departments and agencies have
submitted conditions that will be required as conditions of approval for the subject
entitlement application (tract map). All conditions of approval must be complied with
prior to occupancy. Any urban residential development occurring as a result of the
proposed project will have an impact on the District’'s student housing capacity. The
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developer will pay appropriate school fees at time of building permits.

recreational facilities which might
have an adverse physical effect on
the environment?

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact P
Incorporated
XV. RECREATION --
a) Would the project increase the use
of existing neighborhood and
regional parks or other recreational X
facilites such that substantial
physical deterioration of the facility
would occur or be accelerated?
b) Does the project include
recreational facilities or require the
construction or  expansion  of X

The project is proposed at a size and scope (44 lots) which is not expected to result in

the substantial physical deterioration of existing parks or recreational facilities.

The

project does not propose recreational facilities at a size or scope which is expected to

have an adverse physical effect on the environment.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

XVI. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC -
- Would the project:
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Less Than
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Less Than
Significant
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No
Impact

a) Conflict with an applicable plan,
ordinance or policy establishing
measures of effectiveness for the
performance of the circulation
system, taking into account all modes
of transportation including mass
transit and non-motorized travel and
relevant components of the
circulation system, including but not
limited to intersections, streets,
highways and freeways, pedestrian
and bicycle paths and mass transit?

b) Conflict with an applicable
congestion management program,
including but not limited to level of
service standards and travel demand
measures or other standards
established by the county congestion
management agency for designated
roads or highways?

c) Result in a change in air traffic
patterns, including either an increase
in traffic levels or a change in
location that result in substantial
safety risks?

d) Substantially increase hazards
due to a design feature (e.g., sharp
curves or dangerous intersections) or
incompatible uses (e.g., farm
equipment)?

e) Result in inadequate emergency
access?
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Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant No
e Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

f) Conflict with adopted policies,
plans, or programs regarding public
transit, bicycle, or pedestrian X
facilities, or otherwise decrease the
performance or safety of such
facilities?

The Public Works Department/Traffic Engineering Division staff has reviewed the
proposed traffic yield from the proposed single family residential development and the
expected traffic generation will not adversely impact the existing and projected
circulation system as analyzed in MEIR. The project will not conflict with an applicable
plan, ordinance or policy establishing measures of effectiveness for the performance of
the circulation system. The project will not conflict with an applicable congestion
management program, including but not limited to level of service standards and travel
demand measures; the project will be required to a pay applicable traffic impact fees,
including fee required to be paid to the Department of Transportation (CalTrans). The
project is not located near an airport, therefore it will not change air traffic levels. The
proposed streets were reviewed by the Department of Public Works and are not
expected to create hazards. The Fire Department has conditioned the project to
provide appropriate access, therefore there will not be inadequate emergency access.
The project will not conflict with adopted policies or plans regarding public transit,
bicycle or pedestrian facilities because said features are incorporated into the conditions
of approval for the project, as applicable.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant
g Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

XVII. TRIBAL CULTURAL
RESOURCES --  Would the
project:
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Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant o
= v Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

a) Cause a substantial adverse
change in the significance of a
tribal cultural resource, defined in
PRC section 21074 as either a
site, feature, place, cultural
landscape that is geographically X
defined in terms of the size and
scope of the landscape, sacred
place, or object with cultural
value to a California Native
American tribe, and that is?

i) Listed or eligible for listing in
the California Register of
Historical Resources, or in a local
register of historical resources as
defined in PRC section 5020.1(k),
or,

i) A resource determined by the
lead agency, in its discretion and
supported by substantial evi-
dence, to be significant pursuant
to criteria set forth in subdivision
(c) of PRC section 5024.1. In
applying the criteria set forth in
subdivision (c) of PRC section
5024.1, the lead agency shall
consider the significance of the
resource to a California Native
American tribe.

No cultural resource was found within the project area as noted within EIR No. 10126
prepared for the Copper River Ranch project. The proposed project would not cause a
substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource defined in
PRC Section 21074. The proposed project site is not listed or eligible for listing in the
California Register of Historical Resources, or in a local register of historical resources
as defined in PRC Section 5020.1(k) or a significant resource to a California Native
American tribe. The proposed site is vacant and is surrounded by both developed and
undeveloped land. The Development and Resource Management Department provided
notification of the project to the California Native American tribes traditionally and
culturally affiliated with the project area. Consultation on the project was initiated by the
Table Mountain Rancheria. Table Mountain Rancheria Cultural Resources staff
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accompanied a representative of Granville Homes on a site visit to the subject property
on June 15, 2018. The site visit satisfied and concluded the consultation requirements
for this project based on a response from Table Mountain Rancheria Cultural Resources

staff. No other consultation was requested.

In conclusion, with MEIR mitigation

measures incorporated, with the information known at this time, the project will not
result in any tribal cultural resource impacts beyond those analyzed in MEIR SCH No.

2012111015.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

XVIII. UTILITIES AND SERVICE
SYSTEMS -- Would the project:

a) Exceed wastewater treatment
requirements of the applicable
Regional Water Quality Control
Board?

b) Require or result in the
construction of new water or
wastewater treatment facilities or
expansion of existing facilities, the
construction of which could cause
significant environmental effects?

c) Require or result in the
construction of new storm water
drainage facilities or expansion of
existing facilities, the construction of
which  could cause significant
environmental effects?

d) Have sufficient water supplies
available to serve the project from
existing entitlements and resources,
or are new or expanded entitlements
needed?

-32-



Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant with Significant | e
vy mpact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

e) Result in a determination by the
wastewater treatment provider which
serves or may serve the project that
it has adequate capacity to serve the X
project's projected demand in
addition to the provider's existing
commitments?

f) Be served by a landfill with
sufficient permitted capacity to X
accommodate the project's solid
waste disposal needs?

g) Comply with federal, state, and
local statutes and regulations related X
to solid waste?

The wastewater treatment facility within the Copper River Ranch project will
accommodate the wastewater flow from this project. The North Fresno Water
Reclamation Facility (NFWRF) was built sufficient to provide 0.83 million gallons per day
(mgd) of wastewater treatment capacity. The Department of Public Utilities has
determined that adequate sanitary sewer and water services are be available to serve
the proposed project subject to the provision and construction of standard connections,
extensions, and installations of facility infrastructure; compliance with the Department of
Public Utilities standards, specifications, and policies. The Fresno Metropolitan Flood
Control District has indicated that there are adequate facilities to serve the proposed
project subject to compliance with the conditions submitted by the District for the
proposed project, which will not cause significant environmental effects. The project is
proposed at a size and scope which will not require new water or wastewater treatment
facilities of which could cause significant environmental effects. The wastewater
treatment facility within the Copper River Ranch project will accommodate the
wastewater flow from this project. The solid waste division has conditioned the project
and has sufficient capacity to accommodate the project’s needs. The project is required
to comply with federal, state and local statutes and regulations related to solid waste.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

XVX. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF
SIGNIFICANCE --

a) Does the project have the potential
to degrade the quality of the
environment, substantially reduce the
habitat of a fish or wildlife species,
cause a fish or wildlife population to
drop below self-sustaining levels,
threaten to eliminate a plant or
animal community, reduce the
number or restrict the range of a rare
or endangered plant or animal or
eliminate important examples of the
major periods of California history or
prehistory?

b) Does the project have impacts that
are individually limited, but
cumulatively considerable?
("Cumulatively considerable" means
that the incremental effects of a
project are considerable when
viewed in connection with the effects
of past projects, the effects of other
current projects, and the effects of
probable future projects)?

c) Does the project have
environmental effects which will
cause substantial adverse effects on
human beings, either directly or
indirectly?

The proposed project is considered to be proposed at a size and scope which is neither
a direct or indirect detriment to the quality of the environment through reductions in
habitat, populations, or examples of local history (through either individual or cumulative
impacts). The proposed project does not have the potential to degrade the quality of
the environment or reduce the habitat of wildlife species and will not threaten plant
communities or endanger any floral or faunal species. Furthermore the project has no
potential to eliminate important examples of major periods in history. Therefore, as
noted in preceding sections of this Initial Study, there is no evidence in the record to
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indicate that incremental environmental impacts facilitated by this project would be
cumulatively significant. There is also no evidence in the record that the proposed
project would have substantial adverse impacts directly, or indirectly, on human beings.
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