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From: Jeff Reid
To: Sophia Pagoulatos
Cc: Talia Kolluri
Subject: RE: Minor Revisions to VMT Guidelines
Date: Wednesday, June 03, 2020 8:43:49 AM

External Email: Use caution with links and attachments

Sophia:  With due respect, these are not mere technical clean up items.  Specifically, the
language added to Section 4.1 eviscerates the entire purpose of the City establishing its own
thresholds.
 
By this stated City policy, you will provide Caltrans the right to review all of the methodologies,
findings, and mitigation measures.  If they disagree with your thresholds, then they will use
the review rights you are providing to them by your policy to dispute their application.
 
Caltrans already has the right to review such items under CEQA.  There is therefore no reason
to state that they have additional rights as a matter of the City policies governing VMT
implementation strategies, unless the intention is to provide Caltrans approval rights over
such matters.  In any event, it also ensures that Caltrans will not be bound by the comment
timelines that they would be required to comply with under CEQA.  That is because the City
policy language indicates that until the Caltrans reviews are conducted, your proposed policies
will not have been satisfied. 
 
This addition is a substantial change from the document and approaches that had previously
been reviewed through the stakeholder process.  It should be deleted.  Caltrans rights to
review and comment are already established as a matter of state law.  There is no good
reason to incorporate that requirement as part of your VMT evaluation standards, and many
good reasons not to.  
 
 
 
Jeff Reid
Partner
McCormick Barstow et al LLP 
7647 N. Fresno Street 
Fresno, CA 93720 
T (559) 433-2310
C (559) 908-3897
Jeff.Reid@mccormickbarstow.com 

 

From: Sophia Pagoulatos <Sophia.Pagoulatos@fresno.gov> 
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