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Additional Information
Agenda Related Item(s) — ID#20-00944 (10:20 A.M.)
Item(s)

Actions pertaining to the Permanent Local Housing Allocation 5-Year Plan:

1. HEARING to obtain public comments regarding Permanent Local Housing
Allocation 5-Year Plan

2. "™RESOLUTION - Adopting and authorizing submission of a five-year Plan to the
California Housing and Community Development Department in application for
funding from the Permanent Local Housing Allocation (PLHA) for the development
of affordable multifamily and single family housing, owner occupied home
rehabilitation, and down payment assistance to benefit low- and moderate- income
persons and authorizing the City Manager to sign all necessary implementing
documents (Subject to Mayor’s Veto)

3. "™RESOLUTION - 2nd amendment to the Annual Appropriation Resolution No.
2020-159 appropriating $3,407,700 for affordable housing development, housing
rehabilitation, and homebuyer assistance through state entitlement grant programs
(Requires 5 affirmative votes) (Subject to Mayor’s veto)

Contents: Public Comment from Leadership Counsel

Supplemental Information:
Any agenda related public documents received and distributed to a majority of the City Council after
the Agenda Packet is printed are included in Supplemental Packets. Supplemental Packets are
produced as needed. The Supplemental Packet is available for public inspection in the City Clerk’s
Office, 2600 Fresno Street, during normal business hours (main location pursuant to the Brown Act,
G.C. 54957.5(2). In addition, Supplemental Packets are available for public review at the City Council
meeting in the City Council Chambers, 2600 Fresno Street. Supplemental Packets are also available
on-line on the City Clerk’s website.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA):
The meeting room is accessible to the physically disabled, and the services of a translator can be
made available. Requests for additional accommodations for the disabled, sign language
interpreters, assistive listening devices, or translators should be made one week prior to the
meeting. Please call City Clerk’s Office at 621-7650. Please keep the doorways, aisles and
wheelchair seating areas open and accessible. If you need assistance with seating because of a
disability, please see Security.
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Council President and Council Members
City of Fresno
2600 Fresno St.
Room 2097

Fresno, CA93721

RE: Agenda Item ID 20-00944, City of Fresno’s Draft Permanent Local Housing Allocation
5-Year Plan

Dear Council President and Council Members,

We thank you for the opportunity to comment on agenda item ID 20-00944, the City of Fresno’s
Draft Permanent Local Housing Allocation 5-Year Plan (“PLHA”, “Draft Plan”). Leadership
Counsel for Justice and Accountability works primarily with communities in the Addams
Elementary, and Southwest and Southeast Fresno neighborhoods where a top priority often
discussed are issues around housing. For low-income homeowners and renters alike, some of
the consistent barriers they encounter include finding quality affordable housing options, at risk
of losing their home, becoming homeowners, rehabilitating their homes if they do own, and
finding affordable options outside of impoverished environmentally burdened communities. The
PLHA Program, established by Senate Bill 2 (Atkins) in 2017, will now support annual
appropriations to assist with the housing crisis California faces. The primary goal of this program
is to provide a permanent source of funding for local governments to support “housing-related
projects and programs that assist in addressing the unmet housing needs of their local
communities”.

With this goal in mind, we believe the guidance set forth in the City’s Draft PLHA Plan aligns with
the priorities we hear consistently as noted above. The Draft PLHA Plan also addresses some of
the commitments made in the City’s 2015-2023 Housing Element helping the City meet these
goals. Though we recognize that this Draft PLHA Plan is a 5-year proposal, we would like some
clarity regarding the development of the programs set forth. For instance, Activity 1: Multifamily
Rental Housing describes this allocation to “provide assistance in the form of low-interest,
deferred...focusing on areas of opportunity” (Page 7). How this loan and the program will be
created is not mentioned and is of concern. We recommend Staff make this clear and conduct a
public process to develop the guidelines and eligibility requirements for this program.
Furthermore, this sentence should clarify “areas of opportunity” to align with the City’s own
definition of “high opportunity areas” and accompanying map identifying those areas.

Similar public processes should be conducted for the additional activities listed to ensure these
programs are being responsive to community needs and successful. Often, these programs are
implemented without the public being aware of them with low application rates and are then
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deemed unwanted or unnecessary. We recommend a meaningful public process to develop
these activities and a robust engagement plan to ensure the communities are aware of these
programs. One way to facilitate this is by working with local community based organizations who
have established relationships with underserved communities.

We also recommend that the Draft PLHA Plan explicitly note that it will leverage these funds and
actively seek other affordable housing funds, complying with Housing Element Program #5.
Similarly, Housing Element Program #6 should also be noted as it states the City will strengthen
and build relationships with developers seeking to build affordable housing. There are tens of
millions of dollars available solely for affordable housing development that we miss out on as we
simply are not competing for these dollars or collaborating with developers who would be
interested in building in Fresno.

We appreciate Staff’s time and effort into developing responsive programs and look forward to
the implementation of these programs. With the aforementioned recommendations, these
allocations could be that much more impactful in addressing Fresno’s housing crisis. | can be
reached with any questions or comments at gelenes@leadershipcounsel.org.

Sincerely,

e

Grecia Elenes
Sr. Policy Advocate
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