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Ms. Clark,
The again proposed 7-11 convenience store and gas station is of utmost concern to me and others in the
community here. 

When this was proposed in 2019 it included approval to sell alcohol. Because the outcry of having this in
our neighborhood across from the H.S. was not well received, the owner withdrew. 

Now it is proposed again in 2020, with the assurance no alcohol will be sold.  We already fought that
battle and won, maybe by default, but it was the best thing for our kids.

Many other unhealthy and unsafe things will come to our neighborhood with this permit; 8 fuel pumps,
being refueled regularly, 5 doors from my home and directly across the street  from Roosevelt HS with
over 2,000 students and faculty on campus daily.  Smoking items being sold to our kids, and last but not
least junk food.  Oh yes maybe this school year won't be same, but the virus is temporary, the gas fuel
pumps, pollution and more traffic where there is no room, remain.  Once the 7-11 is established I firmly
believe that alcohol permit will follow.

Please refer to my previous correspondence and conversations with Thomas Veatch and Ralph
Kachadourian, referencing other pertinent information for not approving this. 
Mr. Kachadourian advised me multiple times during our conversation regarding zoning and NMX land
use.  Which I can appreciate, however he could not give me 1 good sound reason why this would be
good for the neighborhood here.  Without being too repetitious, please take the time to consider how this
will bring down our neighborhood.  Would you approve this same situation in your neighborhood? We will
forward a written appeal along with the $30 fee in order to be in compliance. 

 Please allow this to wait unitl COVID-19 is under control and affords people the opportunity once again to
come together to have a voice! Thank you!

Sincerely, 

Susan & Frank Ciaudelli

-----Original Message-----
To: TRAKER74@aol.com <TRAKER74@aol.com>
Sent: Fri, Jul 31, 2020 2:01 pm
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July 1, 2020


Fresno City Council 


3620, 2600 Fresno Street 


Fresno, CA 93721


Dear Council Member,

This is regarding Conditional Use Permit #P20-00545, requesting  construction of a convenience store/gas station  at  4151 E Tulare St. & N Cedar Avenue.  

Most important  is the safety and well-being of the HS students who are only a few minutes walking distance from this site.  The student body alone numbers over 2,100 along with faculty, parents and others on the school property.   

Smoking  paraphernalia, and junk food will be offered at this store.   Although, the commission voted the alcohol license down presently, once the construction occurs there is little doubt the license will be obtained in the future.


The intersection at this location is already a busy spot with Roosevelt HS and related buildings, local businesses and residences, and vehicle access to CA FWY 41 & 180. Students walking to and from school, bike riders, and others walking compete with an already congested corner throughout the day.  Additionally, Emergency vehicles use the route of Tulare Street as a main connection to Fresno Community Hospital.  We reside on E.Tulare Street and the emergency sirens are evident on a daily basis.    

The application includes 8 fueling pumps to be installed. That means steps from the HS and minutes from homes there will be underground fuel containers for 8 pumps, requiring large fueling trucks to replenish this gasoline regularly, with thousands of gallons of fuel.  This is a major health hazard for the air it will pollute.  Also the potential for an accident in this location, given the fuel & traffic, is greatly increased. This could jeopardize over 2,100 students.  On the news of February 23 this year, a fatal explosion occurred in Salt Lake City involving a fuel tanker, on an interstate, however imagine it right across from a HS!  The public notice for this request indicated an environmental assessment determined it to be exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA,) through a Class 32 Categorical Exemption dated 2/20/19.  Class 32 according to Development Projects code, states.. this class is not intended for projects that would result in any significant traffic, noise, air or water quality impacts..?    

Roosevelt HS Principal cited among his concerns that having this business steps from the HS could result in undesirable individuals gaining access to the school grounds, and helping students purchase alcohol & smoking stuff. 

 The party requesting this permit told us at the meeting of February 20,2019, security measures will be; ID’s monitored to ensure purchases are not by minors and there will be someone there 24/7.  What is the hiring criteria for the someone who will be there?  No answer there.

In researching the nearby convenience stores, gas stations, and liquor stores, we discovered there are at least 6 of these type combination businesses within ½ a mile of this proposed location. The Fresno Development Resource Mgmt. Dept. planner told us in his presentation this will be the only business of this type within a ½ mile distance.

 Questions about foods and snacks students will be able to purchase were addressed by the applicant with the following information.  It will be a brand new beautiful 7-11 promoting vegan snacks.  How many teens will take a vegan snack over Doritos, a soda, or candy?  Vegan snacks tend to be more pricey as well. There are an abundance of grocery stores in this neighborhood where healthy foods are available.

 The applicants also told us the brand new 7-11 store and gas station would be better for the community than a vacant lot currently there.   Many at the meeting expressed they would much rather see a park or similar setting at this location. There has been a variety of local vendors at this property offering fresh produce, plants/ flowers, crafts  & firewood, depending on the season, at bargain prices.  Directly across from the HS, is a local bakery, a pizzeria, and frozen treats establishment, which could be adversely impacted by this convenience store. Besides it is not needed.

Finally, The public notice of this application was mailed June 19, 2020, to residents within 1,000 ft of the project.  Of course, it says that is according to Fresno Municipal code requirements.  It was distributed in English only so many of the residents could not interpret the notice. We really would like to know if anyone impacted in their daily lives by this construction, were asked how they felt about it.  If so who, when, and how were they contacted?

Thank you for your time and consideration.  Please vote in opposition of the application.  

Sincerely,


Susan & Frank Ciaudelli


4043 E. Tulare St.

Fresno, Ca. 93702


559-449-3619
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