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REPORT TO THE HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

January 9, 2019

FROM: JENNIFER CLARK, Director
Development and Resource Management Department

THROUGH: KELLI FURTADO, Assistant Director
Development and Resource Management Department

BY: THOMAS MORGAN, Housing and Community Development Manager
Development and Resource Management Department

SUBJECT
HEARING-Annual Housing and Community Development Needs Public Hearing for Development of
the Fiscal Year (FY) 2019-2020 Annual Action Plan

RECOMMENDATIONS

Staff recommends that the Housing and Community Development Commission (HCDC) conduct a
public hearing to receive input from interested parties on the City of Fresno’s use of federal
entitlement program funds and anticipated housing and community development needs for FY 2019-
2020.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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The City of Fresno (City) is the annual recipient of federal entittement program funds from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Community Planning Division. As a
condition of receiving these funds, the City is required to prepare an Annual Action Plan detailing
program expenditures and benefits to low and moderate-income persons. This public hearing begins
the Annual Action Plan process by assessing community needs through community participation.

BACKGROUND

Federal entitlement funds are provided annually to the City through the Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG), the HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME), the Emergency Solutions Grant
(ESG), and the Housing Opportunities for Persons with HIV/AIDS (HOPWA) programs. A
description of these programs is included as an exhibit.

The City anticipates receiving the following estimated amounts from HUD for fiscal year 2019-
2020. The following estimates are based on previous year awards:

Entitlement Program Estimated Funding
CDBG: $ 6,904,510
HOME: 3,180,063
ESG: 578,163
HOPWA: 499,903

Federal Entitlement Program Planning Process

As an entitlement jurisdiction, designated by HUD, the City receives program funds to provide
decent and affordable housing, a suitable living environment, and to expand economic
opportunities for low to moderate income persons. To carry out this directive the City is required to
prepare certain federal reports detailing the strategy to be undertaken to meet the needs of the low
to moderate income community; to account for the specific annual activities and funding levels;
and to account for the progress and performance of the funded activities.

HUD requires jurisdictions to prepare the following reports:

e Consolidated Plan - A five-year strategic plan that identifies the housing and community
development needs of low-to-moderate income households; with special emphasis on: large
families, persons with disabilities, the homeless, households living in substandard housing,
households with excessive rent burdens, and persons with HIV/AIDS. The strategic plan
details the needs of the intended beneficiaries and provides a list of four priorities to which
annual program funding will be directed. Currently the City is operating under its adopted
FY 2016 - 2020 (HUD Program Years 2015-2019) Consolidated Plan.

e Annual Action Plan - Each fiscal year, the Action Plan specifies the activities and funding
levels to be undertaken to meet the priorities established in the Consolidated Plan.
Currently, the City is operating under its FY 2018 - 2019 (HUD Program Year 2018) Action
Plan, which will conclude on June 30, 2019. This public hearing starts the annual planning
process for the upcoming 2019 - 2020 fiscal year. A timeline of the planning activities for
developing the Annual Plan is included as an exhibit.
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e Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER) - Each year an
annual report detailing performance and measuring progress in undertaking and competing
activities and projects funded during the preceding Action Plan is prepared. The City
completed and submitted to HUD its FY 2018 CAPER, covering the period July 1, 2017
through June 30, 2018.

Public Hearing on FY 2019-2020 Housing and Community Development Needs

On June 23, 2015 the City Council adopted the City’s FY 2016 - 2020 Consolidated Plan which
identified four priority need areas in which CDBG, HOME, ESG and HOPWA programs will be
directed. This hearing will provide an opportunity for the City to receive input from residents and
interested persons on how federal entitlement funds should be spent to address the identified needs.
Information collected from the hearing will be included in the Annual Action Plan. There will be
several opportunities for the public and applicants of the grant funds to comment on the action plan
process.

Community Outreach

Staff utilized several methods of communicating the opportunity for individuals to become engaged in
the annual action planning process and encouraged attendance at the January 9, 2019, as shown
below. Public Needs Hearing. Outreach efforts included the following:

REQUIRED BY HUD
- Advertisement in local newspaper

o) Published a notice in the Fresno Bee
o) Published a notice in Vida en el Valle
- Accessible to non-English speakers and individuals with disabilities
o Offered to provide translation services
o) Offered to make special accommodations for persons with disabilities
o Location is accessible for individuals with disabilities

ADDITIONAL LOW/NO-COST OUTREACH
- Developed Flyers for Distribution (English, Spanish, Hmong) for Public Needs Hearing
and additional information meetings in neighborhoods
- City of Fresno Web Posting
- Flyers Widely Distributed
o Fresno County Library System
o City of Fresno Community Centers and Neighborhood Centers
o Posting in City Clerk’s Office and DARM public counters
o Distribution to Council Members for distribution to various networks
0 Distribution to individuals and community stakeholders through email (500+
emails)
o) KBIF/900 AM (Broadcasts to Hmong, Laotian, Punjabi Communities)
o City of Fresno Neighborhood Revitalization Division and related Neighborhood
Groups
- January 2, 2019: Pushed to FresGO Application (reaching 21,651users)
- January 3, 2019: Community Workshop at the Boys and Girls Club located at 540 N.
Augusta Avenue, Fresno California 93701
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- January 7, 2019: Community Workshop at Paraclete Missionary Baptist Church located
at 757 South Orange Avenue, Fresno, California 93702

- City of Fresno FaceBook Postings

- City of Fresno Twitter Postings

Attachments:

Exhibit A: 2019 - 2020 Annual Action Plan Timeline

Exhibit B: FY 2015-2019 Consolidated Plan Priorities

Exhibit C: CDBG, HOME, ESG and HOPWA Program Descriptions and Objectives
Exhibit D: Staff Presentation
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