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Objectives
• Understand lead poisoning issues 

(health effects, sources, etc.).
• Identify lead hazards via visual 

inspections.
• Review applicable laws governing 

lead hazards.
• Learn about the Childhood Lead 

Poisoning Prevention Program 
• Learn about the HUD Lead Hazard 

Reduction Grant



What is Lead?



Lead in Paint is a Good Thing?
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Lead in Paint is a Good Thing?



Why Was/Is Lead Used?



Why was/is Lead Used?



Lead is Toxic to Humans



Lead Poisoning



Health Effects of Lead Poisoning



What Causes Lead Poisoning?



What Causes Lead Poisoning?



Lead Poisoning can Cause 
Lasting Health Effects







Most Common Sources of Lead 
Poisoning



How Widespread is Lead-Based Paint 
in Housing?

Year House was Percent of Houses     
Built w/ LBP

Before 1940 87 percent
1940-1959 69 percent
1960-1978 24 percent



Pertinent Laws and Regulations

1. Health and Safety Code section 17920.10 
(State Housing Law)**

2.Health and Safety Code section 105256**
3.Title 17, California Code of Regulations, 
section 35001 et seq.

** Enacted by Senate Bill 460 (Ortiz). Effective 
2003 



State Housing Law

Requires local agencies to order the 
abatement of:
Deteriorated Lead-Based Paint
Lead Contaminated Soil
Lead Contaminated Dust 

(Health and Safety Code sec. 17920.3. 
Enacted via SB 460, effective 2003)



Is All Lead Based Paint 
Hazardous?



Condition of Lead-Based Paint
• Lead-based paint is usually considered safe 

if it’s in good condition. 
• If lead-based paint is NOT in good condition, 

it is a hazard:
(a) Existing hazard: Deteriorated and/or 
poorly maintained.
(b) Created hazard: Remodeling in older 
housing without proper safeguards.



Condition of Lead-Based paint

Deteriorated
Poor Condition Intact



Deteriorated Lead Based Paint

Existing Hazard



Created Lead hazard

Created Hazard



Improper Containment







“Presumed Lead-Based Paint”

• Federal government limited the amount of lead 
in paint in 1978.
• “Presumed Lead-Based Paint” is defined as 
paint on all structures built before 1978 in 
California.

(Title 17, CA Code of Regulations, section 35043).
• Testing can rebut presumption of lead



How to Identify Lead Hazards

Visual Inspection



How to Indentify Lead Hazards

Testing



32

Double-hung, 
wood- framed 
window and sill 
with deteriorated 
lead-based paint
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Deteriorated Lead-based paint

On original wood siding On original wood flooring
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Teeth Marks on 
Stair Rail From 
Child with PICA 
Behavior (eating of 
non-food items)



The Renovation, Repair and 
Painting Law 



What are proper safeguards that 
should be used when 

remodeling a pre-1978 
building?

“Lead-Safe Work Practices”
(a) Plastic tarps on ground to 
catch paint chips and dust. 
(b) Worker protection.
(c) Proper disposal of waste.







Worker Protection
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Before and After Paint 
Stabilization
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42
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Remediation of Contaminated 
Soil

Visible paint chips were removed and clean soil was placed on top
of old soil



What can we do?



Childhood Lead Poisoning 
Prevention Program



CDC Lead Level of Concern



Lead in the News



Help For Homeowners and 
Tenants

HUD Grant
 Provides funding to remove lead 

hazards from dwellings.
 Priority to homes where lead-

poisoned children under six reside or 
visit regularly.
 Low-income families- income for 

home owners or tenants may be used 
to qualify.
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