
Historical Resources Technical Report for 
City of Fresno Department of Public Utilities 
Operations & Maintenance Building Demolition
1626 E Street Fresno, Fresno County, California

ASM Project Number 50570

20 N. Raymond Ave., Suite 220
Pasadena, CA 91103
626-793-7395

Prepared for:

Harris & Associates 
and
City of Fresno
Capital Projects Department

Draft Version
April 2026

Prepared by:

Jacqueline Padilla-Perez MDS
Shannon Davis, MA



 

 



Historical Resources Technical Report for  
City of Fresno Department of Public Utilities 
Operations & Maintenance Building Demolition 
1626 E Street FRESNO,  
FRESNO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
 
Prepared for:  
 
Harris & Associates 
2375 Northside Drive, Suite 125 
San Diego, California 92108 
 
and 
 
City of Fresno 
Capital Projects Department 
747 R Street, 2nd Floor 
Fresno, California 93721 
 

Prepared by: 
 
Jacqueline Padilla-Perez MDS 
Architectural Historian 
 
Shannon Davis, MA 
Senior Architectural Historian 
 
ASM Affiliates 
20 N. Raymond Avenue, Suite 220 
Pasadena, California 91103 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PN 50570 
April 2026



 

 



 Table of Contents 

Draft HRTR Fresno Bee Plant i 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Chapter Page 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ................................................................................................ iv 

1.0 INTRODUCTION ..................................................................................................... 1 

1.1 PROJECT DESCRIPTION .......................................................................................................... 1 
1.2 PROJECT LOCATION ............................................................................................................... 1 
1.3 CURRENT SETTING ................................................................................................................. 2 

2.0 METHODOLOGY .................................................................................................... 5 

2.1 ARCHIVAL RESEARCH ............................................................................................................. 5 
2.2 FIELD SURVEY METHODS ....................................................................................................... 5 

3.0 HISTORIC CONTEXT ................................................................................................ 7 

3.1  HISTORY OF FRESNO .............................................................................................................. 7 
3.2 URBAN RENEWAL .................................................................................................................. 8 
3.3 THE FRESNO BEE .................................................................................................................. 16 
3.4 SITE SPECIFIC HISTORY ........................................................................................................ 22 

4.0   SURVEY FINDINGS............................................................................................... 29 

4.1 Architectural Description .................................................................................................... 29 

5.0 ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA ........................................................................................... 59 

5.1 CALIFORNIA REGISTER OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES ........................................................... 59 
5.2 CITY OF FRESNO CRITERIA FOR HISTORIC DESIGNATION .................................................... 60 
5.3 CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT ..................................................................... 61 

6.0  EVALUATION OF ELIGIBILITY ................................................................................ 63 

7.0  ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS .................................................................................. 69 

7.1 RECOMMENDED MITIGATION ................................................................................................. 69 

8.0  CONCLUSION ...................................................................................................... 71 

LIST OF SOURCES ....................................................................................................... 73 

APPENDICES ..................................................................................................................  
APPENDIX A ........................................................................................................................................  

DPR Forms.....................................................................................................................................  
APPENDIX B ........................................................................................................................................  

Supplemental Records Search Results ..........................................................................................  
APPENDIX C ........................................................................................................................................  

Building Plans ................................................................................................................................  
 
 
  



Table of Contents 

ii ASM Affiliates 

LIST OF FIGURES 

 Page 
 
Figure 1. Regional location map (Source: Esri, USGS | Esri, HERE, Garmin, FAO, NOAA, USGS, Bureau of 

Land Management, EPA, NPS). .................................................................................................................... 2 
Figure 2. Project Location Map ................................................................................................................................... 3 
Figure 3. The first tax-allocation bond issued by the Sacramento Redevelopment Agency on July 1, 

1956. Source: Sacramento Bee, August 18, 1956. ..................................................................................... 10 
Figure 4. The Fig Garden Village was a popular suburban shopping center offering plentiful parking for 

automobiles. Source: Fresno County Assessor’s Office, February 1967. ................................................... 10 
Figure 5. The Fulton Mall with shops, fountains, and a tall sculpture as viewed from above. Ca. 1966. 

Source: University of Wyoming Victor Gruen Papers Collection. .............................................................. 11 
Figure 6. The demolition of the original Fresno County Courthouse (1875) to make way for the newly 

designed courthouse by Wagner & Wagner. The Fresno County Hall of Records (1935), 
pictured in the background, remains extant. Source: The Fresno Bee ...................................................... 12 

Figure 7. A postcard of the Fresno County Courthouse issued shortly after construction was completed 
in 1966. Source: Flickr/Heather David ....................................................................................................... 13 

Figure 8. The Convention Center located in Downtown Fresno (foreground) with the Del Webb 
Townhouse standing tall in the distance. Source: The Fresno Bee ............................................................ 13 

Figure 9. Students Robert Garabedian (left) and Bruce Higton Jr. (right) turning the first shovel of earth 
at the Fresno Bee Plant groundbreaking ceremony on June 16, 1968. With them are (from 
left) Joseph A. Reich, chairman of the board of supervisors, Mayor Floyd Hyde, Jack T. Oliver, 
president of Fresno County & City Chamber of Commerce, and Edwin Hallinan, chairman of 
the Fresno Redevelopment Agency. Source: The Fresno Bee .................................................................... 15 

Figure 10. Birds-eye view of the Fresno Bee Plant site cleared for construction, looking north to the 
Southern Pacific Railroad tracks, June 1968. Source: The Fresno Bee. ...................................................... 15 

Figure 11. C.K. McClatchy (left) and V.S. McClatchy (right). Source: McClatchy Media ............................................. 17 
Figure 12. The original Fresno Bee building was designed by Beaux Arts trained architect Leonard Starks 

and constructed in 1922. Photo by ASM, March 2026. ............................................................................. 17 
Figure 13. The cover page of the first edition of the Fresno Bee published October 17, 1922. Source: The 

Fresno Bee.................................................................................................................................................. 18 
Figure 14. The original radio antenna shown atop the historic San Joaquin Light & Power Company 

building at 1401 Fulton St. in Downtown Fresno. Photo by ASM, March 2026. ....................................... 20 
Figure 15. The KMJ-Radio Station and Fresno Bee building, ca. 1920s. Source: Valley PBS ....................................... 21 
Figure 16. The KMJ-TV advertisement in Television Magazine, May 1957. Source: Facebook/Daniel 

Fuentz. ....................................................................................................................................................... 21 
Figure 17. The Fresno Bee Plant Phase I building as seen from a 1972 USGS aerial photograph. ............................. 23 
Figure 18. The Fresno Bee Plant Phase I & II building as seen from a 1977 Fresno County aerial 

photograph. ............................................................................................................................................... 25 
Figure 19. The Fresno Bee Plant Project Eclipse addition as seen from a 1998 USGS aerial photograph. ................. 27 
Figure 20. The dilapidated fuel station and adjoining patio looking west. ................................................................. 30 
Figure 21. A portion of the spur tracks in the foreground and the paved parking area within the east 

area of the site. .......................................................................................................................................... 30 
Figure 22. The south-facing primary façade featuring marblecrete panels, glazing system with blue 

glasweld panels, and the soaring “Stonehenge” columns. ........................................................................ 32 
Figure 23. The secondary south façade, looking north (left) and the view of the southwest perspective 

of the Phase II west façade (right). ............................................................................................................ 33 
Figure 24. A view from the west side of E Street of the Phase I west façade along the central three-story 

building (background) and the Phase II west façade which features sconce lighting and 
concrete pilasters with relief detail (foreground)...................................................................................... 34 



 Table of Contents 

Draft HRTR Fresno Bee Plant iii 

Figure 25. The east façade of the dining room area with the areaway protruding on the south end. The 
ramp and canopy of “dock 1” is located immediately north of the dining room. ..................................... 36 

Figure 26. The east façade in two parts; the first and second level in the foreground are part of the 
Phase II portion while the third level in the background is part of the Phase I portion of the 
building. The penthouse is barely visible atop the south end of the three-story central portion 
of the building. ........................................................................................................................................... 36 

Figure 27. The west facade of the Project Eclipse addition with the central block, north wing, and south 
wing with metal-panel cladding system and ribbon glazing. ..................................................................... 38 

Figure 28. The north wing of the Project Eclipse west façade showing the projecting roofline. ............................... 38 
Figure 29. The view of the loading dock along the Project Eclipse north façade showing the support 

posts, protruding roof line, and reveal detail running horizontally in line with the bottom of 
the roof line. .............................................................................................................................................. 40 

Figure 30. The easternmost portion of the north façade with a similar appearance to the north wing of 
the west façade, including metal panels and ribbon glazing. .................................................................... 40 

Figure 31. The northernmost end of the Project Eclipse east façade with a similar appearance to the 
easternmost end of the north façade. The concrete deck is shown on the left, and the reveal 
detail continues on this façade. ................................................................................................................. 42 

Figure 32. The east façade with the rear view of the large block mass (right) and the covered loading 
dock with the spur tracks in the foreground (left). ................................................................................... 42 

Figure 33. The south façade of Project Eclipse which wraps around the east façade of the Phase I and 
Phase II portion of the building, essentially “eclipsing” the original with the contemporary 
addition. ..................................................................................................................................................... 43 

Figure 34. The entrance lobby accessible from the south primary façade with 1990s-era interior design. .............. 45 
Figure 35. The dining room with carpet and drop ceilings with acoustical panels, looking north. ............................ 45 
Figure 36. View of the kitchen within the south Phase II portion of the building, looking north. ............................. 46 
Figure 37. The open office with desks and cubicles. .................................................................................................. 47 
Figure 38. The third-floor executive office reception desk, looking northwest. ........................................................ 47 
Figure 39. The doors leading to the executive board room that display the original Fresno Bee 

monogram. ................................................................................................................................................ 48 
Figure 40. The Fresno Bee monogram featured on the window grills of the original 1922 building. ........................ 49 
Figure 41. A view of the printing press still reeled with a 2016 edition of the newspaper. ....................................... 50 
Figure 42. A view of the newsprint room looking south with a folding machine indicated with the letter 

“C.” Notice the space is dark with only minimal daylighting available. ..................................................... 51 
Figure 43. A newsprint ink tank looking northeast inside of the newsprint room. .................................................... 52 
Figure 44. The interior of the platemaking office, looking east.................................................................................. 53 
Figure 45. The carpentry shop looking east................................................................................................................ 54 
Figure 46. The switchboard room, looking northeast. ............................................................................................... 55 
Figure 47. The electrical server room with raised floor looking west. ....................................................................... 56 
Figure 48. View to the entrance of the physician’s office looking northwest. ........................................................... 57 
Figure 49. The Fresno County Courthouse (1966) designed by Wagner & Associates with Paul Harris 

listed as the architect of record. Source: Wagner & Associates ................................................................ 66 
Figure 50. A ceramic mural by artist Stan Bitters featured on the Midland Saving & Loan building 

designed by architect Eugene Houghman (1965). Source: Esoteric Survey 2026. .................................... 67 
 

 

 

 

 
 
  

  



Executive Summary 

iv ASM Affiliates 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This Historic Resource Technical Report (HRTR) is an assessment of the Fresno Bee Plant building located 
at 1626 E St. in Fresno, Fresno County, California. The Fresno Bee Plant is a City of Fresno (City) industrial 
and commercial building. Because the building is more than 50 years old, the City has requested this report 
prior to approval of planned redevelopment of the parcel (Project) in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). ASM Affiliates (ASM) prepared this HRTR to evaluate the building’s 
eligibility for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) and Fresno Local Register 
of Historic Resources (Fresno Local Register), and as a historical resource as defined by CEQA. ASM 
analyzed the building’s significance within the appropriate themes and historic contexts. California 
Department of Buildings and Recreation (DPR) forms were prepared (Appendix A). ASM reviewed the 
results of a records search conducted for Harris and Associates (Harris) by the Southern San Joaquin Valley 
Information Center (SSJVIC) to confirm that there were no relevant historical resources identified in those 
records. The evaluation was conducted in conformance with guidance on conducting historic building 
assessments and evaluations, specifically National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) Bulletin How to 
Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation, the California Office of Historic Preservation’s 
Instructions for Recording Historical Resources and Technical Assistance Series #7 How to Nominate a 
Resource to the California Register of Historical Resources, Fresno’s Historic Preservation Ordinance, and 
CEQA.  
 
After consideration of the history, design, and historical associations of the Fresno Bee Plant building, 
including a review of the records search, background research, an intensive pedestrian survey, and brief 
reconnaissance survey of similar resources, ASM recommends that the building is individually eligible for 
listing in the CRHR under Criterion 1 and for the Fresno Local Register under Criterion A-1i for the theme 
of Urban Renewal in Fresno with a period of significance of 1969–1973 and for the theme of 
Communications in the Central Valley region with a period of significance of 1969–1981. The Fresno Bee 
Plant therefore meets the definition of a CEQA historical resource.  
 
The Project proposes the demolition of the Fresno Bee Plant. Adoption of mitigation measures should be 
undertaken to lessen the adverse impact; however, the Project will still result in a substantial adverse change 
in the significance of the Fresno Bee Plant pursuant to CEQA Section 21084.1. As such, the Project will 
result in a significant unavoidable impact pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This report describes the goals, methods, and impacts analysis conducted by ASM Affiliates (ASM) for 

proposed demolition of the Fresno Bee Plant building (Project) at 1626 E St. in Fresno, Fresno County, 

California. The Project involves the demolition of an industrial building that is currently vacant and is 

considered a Project for the purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). ASM has 

prepared this report to evaluate whether the proposed Project would affect any identified historical 

resources within the Area of Potential Impacts (API).  

 

The Fresno Bee Plant is not listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under NRHP criteria 

A, B, C, or D, nor as a contributor to a historic district. It is not listed in the California Register of Historical 

Resources (CRHR), as a City of Fresno Historical Landmark, or possible significant property pursuant to 

Public Resources Code Sections 12-1607.1, as contained in Article 16 of the City of Fresno Code of 

Ordinances, the Historic Preservation Ordinance of the City of Fresno (City of Fresno 2019). It is not within 

the boundaries of any designated or potential City of Fresno Historic District. 

 

This section of the report provides a project location, project description, and current setting. Section 2 

describes the methodology used in preparing this report. Histories of the City of Fresno, the neighborhood, 

and Fresno Bee Plant are addressed in Section 3. Section 4 provides findings of the survey, including a 

description of the building, along with photographs. Eligibility criteria are outlined in Section 5, and Section 

6 is a summary of the findings of eligibility for the Fresno Bee Plant. Section 7 provides an assessment of 

impacts per CEQA, and Section 8 is the conclusion. Pertinent documents used in conducting this evaluation 

are included in the appendices.  

1.1 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The City has requested this HRTR prior to approval of planned demolition of the building (Project) in 

compliance with CEQA. The Fresno Department of Public Utilities (DPU) acquired the property in April 

2021. Following initial system upgrades, the DPU Administration and Utilities Planning & Engineering 

Divisions moved into second-floor office space in June 2022. Prior to acquisition, the property was 

occupied by the Fresno Bee newspaper offices and printing press from 1969 until 2016. The core of the 

existing building was designed specifically for the Fresno Bee as a newspaper printing and distribution 

facility. Given the building’s original design for a different industry and existing building conditions, the 

City is proposing to demolish the onsite existing structures currently used as the DPU Operation and 

Maintenance facilities. As part of the application process, Harris and Associates (Harris) requested a search 

of the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) for the Project area from the Southern 

San Joaquin Valley Information Center (SSJVIC). The project consists of hazardous materials abatement, 

demolition, and disposal. No specific future use is proposed at this time, and any future development would 

be subject to separate and additional environmental review, as required. 

1.2 PROJECT LOCATION 

The Project is located at 1626 E St. in the City of Fresno in Fresno County, California (Figure 1). It is 

located less than one mile west of downtown Fresno and can be found on the USGS Fresno South, CA 7.5-

minute topographic quadrangle map. The Project is located on accessor parcel number 465-084-30T. It is 

bounded by E Street on the west and G Street on the east. Directly south of the site is another industrial 

building where the Restaurant Depot currently operates. Directly north is the USPS Fresno Main Post 

Office. (Figure 2). 
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Figure 1. Regional location map (Source: Esri, USGS | Esri, HERE, Garmin, FAO, NOAA, USGS, 

Bureau of Land Management, EPA, NPS). 
 

1.3 CURRENT SETTING 

The Fresno Bee Plant is located directly west of downtown Fresno within a commercial and industrial 

corridor that is situated on the north side of California Highway 99 and the south side of the Southern 

Pacific Railroad line. The railroad tracks create the division between Downtown Fresno and the West 

Fresno Light Industrial zone. The site’s topography is flat and almost entirely paved with concrete and 

roads with only small areas of landscaping primarily within the tree lawns along the streets and sidewalks. 

The ABC television news station is located north of the site and was once a part of the Fresno Bee Plant 

facilities when the company operated KMJ-Television. There are several smaller commercial buildings 

southwest of the site along E Street and larger commercial buildings northwest and southeast of the site. 

There are no buildings immediately north of the site other than the news station. The site grounds consist 

of open, paved parking area where it is bordered by G Street. 
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Figure 2. Project Location Map 
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2.0 METHODOLOGY 

2.1 ARCHIVAL RESEARCH 

ASM began this evaluation by reviewing the research and records previously gathered by the City and 

Harris pertaining to the Fresno Bee Plant. Harris submitted a records search request to the SSJVIC on March 

9, 2026. The results of the records search request initiated by Harris dated March 16, 2026, show there has 

been one previous cultural resources study conducted within the project area and ten studies previously 

conducted within a 0.25-mile radius of the project area. The records search also revealed that there are no 

recorded cultural resources within the project area, but that there are 11 cultural resources within the 0.25-

mile search radius, consisting of a segment of the Southern Pacific Railroad and several other commercial 

and industrial buildings. The findings of the records search can be found in Appendix B.  

 

Harris submitted a Sacred Lands File (SLF) search request to the Native American Heritage Commission 

(NAHC) on March 9. 2026. The results of the SLF request dated March 17, 2026, were negative. Based on 

the results of the records search from SSJVIC, Harris conducted outreach to the NAHC as recommended 

on March 19, 2026, and by email on March 25, 2026. At the time of this report, only two responses have 

been received. One response is from Amah Mutsun Tribal Band stating that Fresno is outside of their 

Traditional Tribal Territory with no additional comments. The other response is from the Table Mountain 

Rancheria Tribal Government Office, declining participation with no additional comments. 

 

ASM did not order a title search for the property because the chain of ownership for the building was 

established through City records. ASM confirmed the original date of design, construction, and dates of 

major alterations through information provided by the client and City of Fresno building permit records.  

 

ASM conducted archival research to develop and determine the appropriate historic context from which to 

evaluate the building as a historical resource in compliance with CEQA. ASM reviewed and applied the 

City of Fresno Mid-Century Modernism Historic Context (MacDonald 2008) in conducting the evaluation. 

ASM researched other buildings related to the Fresno Bee and its owners as well as the careers of the 

architects of the Fresno Bee Plant. This research was used to confirm whether any individuals associated 

with the property are historically significant, and the extent of their association with this property. ASM 

also reviewed historic aerial photographs, building plans, and permit records to confirm the project 

architects and dates of construction. ASM reviewed historic resource nominations related to the Fresno Bee 

for general historic context as well as newspapers.com. Archival documents reviewed included articles 

from news sources such as the Fresno Bee and the Fresno Republican. 

2.2 FIELD SURVEY METHODS 

ASM conducted an intensive on-site pedestrian survey of the building and documented findings with 

extensive photography and detailed field notes. ASM also conducted a limited reconnaissance survey of 

the immediate neighborhood surrounding the building to determine whether the building might be eligible 

as a potential contributor to a historic district. ASM conducted a reconnaissance survey of several other  

buildings located in Downtown Fresno to compare the subject property to other buildings associated with 

the context of Fresno’s communication and development history, as well as a desktop review of other works 

of the architect.  
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3.0 HISTORIC CONTEXT  

3.1  HISTORY OF FRESNO 

The land that became the City of Fresno was originally occupied by small tribes of the Yokut Indians. The 

Yokuts were an ethnic group made up of 50 or more tribes native to central California. Within the area that 

is now Fresno in the San Joaquin Valley, tribes occupied floodplains of the Big Dry Creek and Little Dry 

Creek. A mission was never established in the valley, but some smaller Mexican settlements did develop 

such as Pueblo de las Junta (City of Fresno 2015:6). 

 

Fresno is located within Fresno County, which was formed in 1856 from portions of Mariposa, Merced, 

and Tulare counties. The townsite was founded in the early 1870s by the Central Pacific Railroad Company 

after completion of the western segment of the transcontinental railroad near land formerly known as the 

A.Y. Easterby Ranch. The railroad officially reached Fresno in April 1872 and marked the beginning of a 

population and agricultural boom. In 1872, Fresno had grown to include hotels, restaurants, saloons, stables, 

and some permanent residential dwellings. In 1874, Fresno became the official county seat, replacing the 

City of Millerton. Fresno was more centrally located within the county than Millerton. (MacDonald 

2008:10-11).  

 

Fresno quickly became the center of the raisin industry in the United States due to its vast plains of flat land 

and fertile soil. Access to water was also vital to development of the agricultural industry in Fresno. By the 

turn of the twentieth century, the city became the agricultural center for the whole San Joaquin Valley. 

Other crops that influenced the agricultural success of Fresno included peaches, nectarines, apricots, figs, 

and almonds (City of Fresno 2015:10). Overall, Fresno saw rapid growth during the last two decades of the 

nineteenth century, with the population tripling between 1880 and 1885. As a result, land speculators began 

to develop land outside the original town grid, expanding the footprint of the town as the City also began 

to annex additional land for commercial and residential development outside of the original city limits. 

Fresno’s boom of the 1880s and 1890s saw both a growth in the population and size of the town. The city 

expanded from 2.94 square miles in 1890 to 34.862 in 1900, and the population grew from 10,818 to 12,470 

during the decade (MacDonald 2008:13).  

 

During the spring of 1887, Fresno was surveyed and platted into “302-by-400-foot block, with 25-by-150-

foot lots and 20-foot alleys” by Edward H. Mix (City of Fresno 2015:6). The city continued to develop and 

by 1875 had “four general stores, two fruit stores, one drugstore, three hotels, two restaurants, six saloons, 

two law offices, two physicians, one tinsmith, one saddle shop, two butcher shops, three blacksmiths, one 

tailor, the Expositor [newspaper], and twenty-five private residences” (City of Fresno 2015:15-16). Sanborn 

Fire Insurance Maps from 1885 indicate that Fresno had developed a central commercial strip from the base 

of H Street along Mariposa Avenue to K Street (present day Van Ness Avenue), which included commercial 

shops, lodging, banks, offices, and saloons. A streetcar operated by the Fresno Street Railroad was 

organized in 1888 and began service in early 1889 (MacDonald 2008:11).  

 

Middle- and working-class populations continued to be attracted to Fresno in the early twentieth century. 

Railroads and the development of the automobile spawned the development of residential neighborhoods. 

By 1910, the census for Fresno showed a total population of 24,892, doubling since 1900 (U.S. Census 

Bureau 1900). During the early twentieth century, the city government further developed with its earliest 

urban planning efforts in 1916. With the passing of ordinance No. 794 in 1916, the city established its first 

planning commission, one of the oldest planning commissions in California. Two years later, the first urban 

plan for the town was filed by Charles Henry Chaney. The plan included a proposed civic center, a street 

system for use of automobiles, a building and recreation plan, a scenic road and boulevard system, and 

downtown revitalization (MacDonald 2008:18). By 1930, Fresno’s population had again nearly doubled, 
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reaching 52,513 (U.S. Census Bureau 1930). Although the Great Depression brought hardship to the city, 

economic reforms carried out by Franklin D. Roosevelt’s administration spurred the construction of many 

major civic buildings in the city. During and after World War II, Fresno saw an influx of people looking 

for agricultural work, which led to a severe housing shortage. Like many cities throughout the United States, 

Fresno also saw a post-World War II population boom (City of Fresno 2015:10-11). 

3.2 URBAN RENEWAL  

Redevelopment and revitalization became key areas of focus in urban planning in postwar America. 

Government agencies and business associations nationwide teamed up to develop progressive plans that 

would encourage the expansion of city centers and business districts (MacDonald 2008). The Housing Act 

of 1949 carried the goal of providing every American family with a decent and affordable new home. To 

do so, the federal government encouraged cities to redevelop blighted areas to make way for new affordable 

housing and commercial buildings (Padilla-Perez 2017). Enormous federal financial incentives were made 

available, with an allotted $1 billion in loans to help cities acquire slums and blighted land for public or 

private redevelopment. An additional grant incentive of $100 million every year for five years was available 

to cover two-thirds of the difference between the cost of the slum land and its depreciated reuse value, 

making redevelopment investment very low risk and enticing to city government officials in major 

American cities (Padilla-Perez 2017). The added incentive left city officials to devise a way to cover the 

remaining one-third of redevelopment costs. Tax Increment Financing (TIF) was first utilized by the City 

of Sacramento for its urban revitalization efforts. TIF promised the investor the revenue generated from the 

increase in property value from redevelopment for an extended period to cover the cost of the project plus 

interest. The investor was issued a bond with the increased amount of tax revenue deposited to a special 

fund to retire the bond (Figure 3). The surplus of revenue over the bond fund was then deposited to the city 

and county treasury (Lango 2018). This method became known as “the Sacramento Model” and set the 

precedent for making full funding of redevelopment projects in cities across America feasible (Padilla-

Perez 2017).  

 

The 1968 short film titled “Fresno: A City Reborn” highlights the revitalization efforts of the city. It begins 

with a narration of what defines great city centers: “an enjoyable place to live and work where urban 

activities flourish with governmental functions, trade, and commerce that bring pleasure to all, enriching 

lives intellectually and socially while offering entertainment and relaxation” (Gruen 1968). It then segues 

into the dangers of blighted urban centers, explaining how the private automobile encouraged suburban 

sprawl, leading to the demise of city centers. Cities were likened to battlegrounds that “destroyed human 

values” and failed to achieve the vision of the great city center while ushering in an era of urban crisis 

(Gruen 1968). The film refers to the advent of modern “Suburbia.” These communities began to spring up 

across the nation during the era of postwar prosperity. In the 1940s and ’50s, the American economy thrived 

and families grew as soldiers returned from World War II and Korea and domestic life flourished. The GI 

Bill established guidelines that required affordable housing for sale priced between $6,000 and $8,000 

resulting in the need for developers to provide housing to the masses (MacDonald 2008). With 

manufacturing resources no longer being rationed for war efforts, automobiles were produced in large 

quantities ranging in prices that everyone could afford. Nearly every American household owned an 

automobile making it feasible for housing to exist outside of city centers and the need for new commercial 

shopping centers to be constructed alongside suburbia (Figure 4) (MacDonald 2008).  

 

In the mid-1950s, city leaders recognized the impending crisis with signs of traffic moving through 

downtown instead of into it, a decrease in retail center revenue, and a drop in assessed property value (Gruen 

1968). In 1958, the Fresno Redevelopment Agency and Downtown Association were formed. The renewal 

effort was part of a comprehensive general plan developed under the collaboration between the County of 

Fresno and the cities of Fresno and Clovis to form a long-range plan for urban growth (MacDonald 2008, 

51) Together the Fresno Redevelopment Agency and Downtown Association retained Victor Gruen 
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Associates, a planning, architectural, and engineering organization to carry out a study of the city and create 

a new comprehensive plan for the 2,000-acre Central Area. The study identified an 80-acre central core 

which they called a “super block.” The super block was planned with minimal demolition and garden 

improvements to create the new urban center (Gruen 1968).  

 

Construction of the plan began on March 31, 1964, and was completed on September 1 of the same year. 

The revitalization plan included an “improved” system of arterial roads and an outer circulation traffic loop 

to distribute traffic to and from town. The plan produced the concept of linking the new civic center and 

the business core with one continuous pedestrian corridor, the Fulton Mall. This separated auto and 

pedestrian traffic for enhanced safety. Automobile traffic and all parking were located outside of the loop 

with all areas inside of the loop designated for pedestrians (Gruen 1968). 

 

The Fulton Mall was lined with a series of fountains and art for enjoyment (Figure 5). Sculptures were 

commissioned by the Citizens Art Committee. Public events, group social activities, and entertainment 

regularly took place within Fulton Mall. Play areas were incorporated into the design so that parents could 

leave their children while they shopped. During the 12 months following its opening, pedestrian traffic 

downtown increased by 115 percent. Business owners along the Fulton Mall reported increased revenue of 

nearly 40 percent in the first year of business (Gruen 1968).  

 

An Urban Renewal Information Office was installed on the Fulton Mall which contained a model of “Future 

Fresno” showcasing the comprehensive urban plan. The Fulton Mall was planned as the east-west backbone 

of a larger system, with five north-south malls planned to create a “super block” that would be composed 

of the civic center, including the construction of a new eight-story county courthouse (Figure 6 and 7) and 

six-story B.F. Sisk Federal Courthouse in 1966 (MacDonald 2008). In 1961, the concept of a new 

convention center was conceived. The building was designed by Robert Stevens and Associates and 

included a theater, exhibit hall, and an arena (Figure 8) (MacDonald 2008). Fresno anticipated hosting many 

of the state’s conventions, and to support this vision the Del Webb Townhouse, a 21-story hotel and office 

building with ground-level retail shops, was constructed one block away from the new convention center 

and opened in March 1964 (Figure 8) (MacDonald 2008). It was the first of its kind in 30 years (Gruen 

1968).  

 

The City of Fresno intended for the Central Area Plan to lead to substantial amounts of public and private 

investment in the city center of downtown. However, the city was unable to implement the complete vision 

of the plan and only the Fulton Mall came to fruition; the traffic loop and the super block were never 

constructed. The lack of investment and downtown growth, coupled with the onset of suburban sprawl north 

of the city, left downtown largely forgotten (MacDonald 2008).  
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Figure 3. The first tax-allocation bond issued by the Sacramento Redevelopment Agency on July 1, 

1956. Source: Sacramento Bee, August 18, 1956. 
 

 
Figure 4. The Fig Garden Village was a popular suburban shopping center offering plentiful 

parking for automobiles. Source: Fresno County Assessor’s Office, February 1967. 
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Figure 5. The Fulton Mall with shops, fountains, and a tall sculpture as viewed from above. Ca. 

1966. Source: University of Wyoming Victor Gruen Papers Collection.  
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Figure 6. The demolition of the original Fresno County Courthouse (1875) to make way for the 

newly designed courthouse by Wagner & Wagner. The Fresno County Hall of Records (1935), pictured in 
the background, remains extant. Source: The Fresno Bee  
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Figure 7. A postcard of the Fresno County Courthouse issued shortly after construction was 

completed in 1966. Source: Flickr/Heather David 
 

 
Figure 8. The Convention Center located in Downtown Fresno (foreground) with the Del Webb 

Townhouse standing tall in the distance. Source: The Fresno Bee 
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3.2.1 West Fresno Redevelopment Phase I 

In addition to the Fulton Mall the city approved the West Fresno I, II, and III redevelopment plans as well 

as the General Neighborhood Renewal Area Plan for West Fresno (MacDonald 2008). The West Fresno I 

and II plans had been approved by the federal government as an urban renewal project; however, funding 

was stalled in 1964 when Proposition 14 was approved by California voters (Fresno Bee 1966). Proposition 

14 allowed property owners unrestricted discretion to sell or rent residential units to people of their choice 

(Fresno Bee 1966). The Fresno Redevelopment Agency filed a suit with the State of California Supreme 

Court to receive funding under the claim that the City could require developers of residential land included 

in urban renewal projects to abide by federal non-discrimination covenants in the form of a signed 

agreement (Fresno Bee 1966).  

 

By early 1968, the city received federal funding for West Fresno redevelopment, with the Fresno Bee Plant 

being the first project that commenced as part of Phase I, and plans were underway to appoint staff to 

oversee the project (Fresno Bee 1968a). The first phase of construction of the Fresno Bee Plant began with 

a groundbreaking ceremony in June 1968. Roosevelt High School students and newspaper carriers Robert 

Garabedian and Bruce B. Higton Jr. turned the first shovels of earth (Figure 9). The students were winners 

of the 1968 McClatchy Newspaper scholarships (parent company of the Fresno Bee) and received $1,250 

each. The $10 million project was cited as being a “landmark occasion” by the city’s civic leaders (Fresno 

Bee 1968b). The construction project was awarded to Harris Construction Co. at a bid of $2,543,723 and 

was scheduled to be completed within 540 days. The second phase of construction was to begin no later 

than July 1972 (Fresno Bee 1968b). 

 

The 29-acre site was previously the location of housing that was deemed “unfit for human habitation” and 

paid an annual tax of only $28,000 to the city (Fresno Bee 1968b). It was razed for the McClatchy 

development and purchased for $537,300 (Figure 10). The McClatchy Company (also known as McClatchy 

Company and currently known as McClatchy Media) was estimated to pay $300,000 in annual property 

taxes to the city. Its investment, including the purchase price, totaled approximately $6 million and would 

provide employment to around 600 people at the new facility (Fresno Bee 1968b). The McClatchy 

Company was praised for its support of the city’s urban renewal concept and efforts with the city 

recognizing it as a well-respected civic institution (Fresno Bee 1968b).  

 

The facility, a 100,000-square-foot building designed by local firm Schoenwald, Thomas, Harris, Bode & 

Blayney, housed the Fresno Bee’s new 12-unit, high-speed press which would be a part of the stereotype 

department, service and dispatching area, and newsprint storage (Fresno Bee 1968b). A new spur track was 

installed from the Southern Pacific Mainline to deliver paper and other supplies to the facility. The new 

facility would also house the KMJ Radio Station and Television Network (Fresno Bee 1968b). Two years 

after construction began, the Fresno Bee Plant in West Fresno was named as one of the primary contributors 

to the City of Fresno’s assessed value gain, which was the first revenue gain in two years. In June 1970, 

County Assessor Gerald B. Gard announced a value increase of $13,640,790 to a total of $285,595,517 

(Fresno Bee 1970). The new plant proved to be a successful urban renewal project for the city in providing 

the desired outcome of property value gains and numerous jobs within the local economy. By 1970, changes 

in federal and local government ended any further urban renewal investment or efforts within the city of 

Fresno (MacDonald 2008, 51).  
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Figure 9. Students Robert Garabedian (left) and Bruce Higton Jr. (right) turning the first shovel of 

earth at the Fresno Bee Plant groundbreaking ceremony on June 16, 1968. With them are (from left) 
Joseph A. Reich, chairman of the board of supervisors, Mayor Floyd Hyde, Jack T. Oliver, president of 

Fresno County & City Chamber of Commerce, and Edwin Hallinan, chairman of the Fresno 
Redevelopment Agency. Source: The Fresno Bee 

 

 
Figure 10. Birds-eye view of the Fresno Bee Plant site cleared for construction, looking north to the 

Southern Pacific Railroad tracks, June 1968. Source: The Fresno Bee. 
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3.3 THE FRESNO BEE 

The Fresno Bee was established in 1922 by Charles Kenney “C.K.” and Valentine Stuart “V.S.” McClatchy 

(Figure 11). The McClatchy brothers were the sons of James McClatchy, who immigrated from Ireland, 

working early in his journalism career for the New York Tribune. McClatchy ventured west to California, 

working as a correspondent for the Tribune (Historic Fresno 2010). He went on to establish the Daily Bee 

in the wake of the California Gold Rush in 1857, which he later renamed the Sacramento Bee (McClatchy 

Media 2026). C.K.’s son, Carlos McClatchy, worked as a messenger boy for the Sacramento Bee in his 

youth. He went on to serve as the Fresno Bee’s first editor and later established KMJ Radio, which went 

on air in 1925, and KMJ-Television, which began broadcasting to the San Joaquin Valley in 1953 (Fresno 

Bee 1968b).  

 

The Fresno Bee’s first office was a six-story brick building located at the corner of Van Ness Avenue and 

Calaveras Street in Downtown Fresno (Figure 12). Designed by the Beaux Arts trained, Sacramento-based 

architect Leonard F. Starks, the building was still under construction when the first edition was printed on 

linotype machines and published on October 17, 1922 (Historic Fresno 2010, Kohlruss 2022). The new 

publication’s first print was a special five-section edition totaling 60 pages and distributed to 12,000 

households with an additional 4,000 copies being purchased on the street (Figure 13) (Kohlruss 2022). The 

Fresno Bee began as an afternoon paper with a Sunday morning addition.  

 

When the Bee was launched, its main competition was the Fresno Morning Republican, and so the Bee 

created an aggressive advertising campaign to capture afternoon circulation in the Central Valley. By 1932, 

the McClatchy Company had absorbed the Fresno Morning Republican (Historic Fresno 2010). After the 

consolidation, the McClatchy Group began publishing the Fresno Tribune as the morning edition, and the 

Fresno Bee remained an afternoon paper. The Bee published the Tribune at its plant and absorbed much of 

the Republican’s staff. With the Tribune running as a seven-day morning paper, the Bee discontinued 

printing the Sunday edition (Los Angeles Times 1932).  

 

Carlos McClatchy died in 1933, at which time his sister, Eleanor, became successor to the company. Walter 

Jones became Chief Editor and the two worked side by side for more than 30 years (Kasler 2020). It was 

under Eleanor’s direction that the first Fresno Bee building underwent a significant four-story addition in 

1936 to enlarge the platemaking department and to create a new studio space for KMJ-Radio (Powell 1982). 

In addition to the physical expansion of the Fresno Bee and KMJ-Radio building, Eleanor was responsible 

for the creation of the Scoopy the Bee mascot that continues to grace its paper today. In 1943, she 

approached Walt Disney to create the logo, and Scoopy was produced for the price of a $1,500 donation to 

the Army Relief Fund at the height of World War II. Disney produced companion mascots for KMJ-Radio 

and, later, KMJ-Television (Kasler 2020).  

 

By 1950, the Fresno Bee weekday edition had grown from the 12-page average in the 1940s for weekday 

editions to well over 30 pages, with Sunday editions growing from 20 to nearly 100 pages. In 1951, the 

facilities required another expansion to accommodate a large pressroom to increase production (Powell 

1982). Throughout its history of reporting, the Fresno Bee provided in depth coverage on the Great 

Depression, World War II, the Dust Bowl, Vietnam War, and the Chicano and Civil Rights Movements and 

United Farm Workers Movement (NewsBank 2026).  

 

After World War II, the increase of local television stations and the number of television sets in middle-

class American homes offered alternative and more timely access to news stories and, over time, diminished 

the significance of daily newspapers such as the Fresno Bee and Fresno Tribune. However, the Fresno Bee 

managed to maintain an upward trajectory with its publications totaling nearly 70 pages for weekday 

editions and nearly 200 pages on Sunday during the 1960s. In 1968, the Fresno Bee undertook its largest 

expansion yet with construction of a large 100.000-square-foot printing plant located in West Fresno. In 
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the 1970s, the expansion of cable television, with a variety of national news channels, became even stronger 

competition for print media. Eventually the Tribune was discontinued and the Bee transitioned to a morning 

newspaper on December 6, 1976 (Kohlruss 2022).  

 

In the 1990s, the price of home computers became more affordable and home internet service was 

introduced, leading to a flood of news services competing for the attention of the Fresno Bee’s subscribers 

and advertisers. Although still in print today, printing of the Fresno Bee was moved to Sacramento in 2017, 

and the McClatchy Company sold the building to the city (Kohlruss 2022). 

 

 
Figure 11. C.K. McClatchy (left) and V.S. McClatchy (right). Source: McClatchy Media 

 

 
Figure 12. The original Fresno Bee building was designed by Beaux Arts trained architect Leonard 

Starks and constructed in 1922. Photo by ASM, March 2026.   
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Figure 13. The cover page of the first edition of the Fresno Bee published October 17, 1922. 

Source: The Fresno Bee. 
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3.3.1 KMJ Radio & Television 

When KMJ went on air in 1922 there were no other radio stations in the Central Valley, and KDKA in 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the first commercially licensed radio station in the world, had gone live on the 

air two years prior in November of 1920 (Davis 2010). The call letters were originally assigned to a 

merchant ship in World War I for its morse code transmissions (Valley PBS 2023). The San Joaquin Light 

and Power Company obtained the station to communicate with its plants in the Sierra Nevada when 

inclement weather disrupted telephone service between the mountains and the headquarters building located 

at Fulton and Tuolumne Street in Fresno (Valley PBS 2023). KMJ was only broadcasting limited 

programming when McClatchy launched the Fresno Bee. The McClatchy Company had been operating a 

successful newspaper and radio partnership in Sacramento and with this experience made the decision to 

do the same in Fresno. The San Joaquin Light and Power Company sold the station to the Mclatchy 

Company on June 10, 1925 (Valley PBS 2023). KMJ began broadcasting under McClatchy’s ownership on 

June 12, 1925, at 1280 on the AM dial, operating two hours per night at very low power of only 50 watts. 

The radio antenna atop the San Joquin Light and Power Company building helped distribute the signal 

(Figure 14) (Valley PBS 2023). 

 

KMJ was launched as a music station and included live band and orchestra programs. When KMJ went on 

the air, many people did not have radios, and they gathered by the station to listen to the broadcast which 

aired for an hour in the morning and an hour in the evening (Figure 15) (Valley PBS 2023). Later, KMJ 

Radio was known as the Fresno Bee station and carried news read from wire services and local reporters. 

The Radio Bee program aired each night to distribute news creating further competition to the Fresno 

Morning Republican as KMJ was disseminating the morning news the night before it was printed. In 1929, 

KMJ began featuring sports broadcasts and aired the World Series for the first time (Valley PBS 2023). 

 

In 1932, KMJ landed on AM 580 where it has remained since. In 1934, call letters were required to be four 

letters; however, KMJ was successful in maintaining its original three call letters (Valley PBS 2023). As 

World War II approached, the Department of War located stations in the Central Valley to add power to, 

making them capable of broadcasting over extensive ranges that could serve to alert other radio stations in 

range of foreign invasion. This is what resulted in KMJ becoming a 50,000-watt AM station. Radio had a 

pause in growth during World War II due to the need for resources in war efforts. News updates on battles 

were given on air, though weather forecasts were forbidden as they were thought to be used for enemy 

intelligence (Valley PBS 2023). 

 

After the end of the war, radio broadcasting was able to expand amid post-war optimism with a boom of 

new stations in Fresno utilizing Frequency Modulation, or FM radio, which brought the promise of a better 

listening experience with less static. However, FM radio was not as well received as KMJ AM radio which 

offered a multitude of radio programming and entertainment shows that families gathered around to listen 

to as a daily part of life (Valley PBS 2023). 

 

When federal approval for television broadcast was granted in the Central Valley, the McClatchy Company 

secured UHF Channel 24 and created KMJ-TV. It was launched on May 31, 1953, with the coronation of 

Queen Elizabeth II being one of the station’s first broadcasts. It was the first and only television station in 

Fresno at the time and became home to the NBC, CBS, and ABC networks. Local news aired at 6 pm and 

featured weather and market reports dedicated to agriculture for the “nation’s richest farming region” 

(Figure 16).  

 

KMJ-TV, KMJ 580, and the Fresno Bee were a print and broadcasting trifecta. The FCC allowed 

McClatchy to own all the media companies as part of a grandfather clause excluding them from monopoly 

restrictions that other broadcasters faced. However, in the mid-1970s during its license renewal process, a 

group of “west-side” farmers and business leaders formed the San Joaquin Community Corporation (SJCC) 
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and challenged the license renewal, claiming the Fresno Bee was influencing the KMJ-TV news 

programming with “liberal editorial news policy.” By 1979, C.K. McClatchy gave up the battle and decided 

to cut a deal to sell KMJ-TV to the farmers and San Joaquin Communications. The deal was finalized in 

1981, and the call letters for the station were changed to KSEV. McClatchy owned KMJ Radio from 1925 

to 1987 after which it was sold to multiple radio broadcast groups over a period of 20 years.  

 

 
Figure 14. The original radio antenna shown atop the historic San Joaquin Light & Power Company 

building at 1401 Fulton St. in Downtown Fresno. Photo by ASM, March 2026.  
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Figure 15. The KMJ-Radio Station and Fresno Bee building, ca. 1920s. Source: Valley PBS 

 

 
Figure 16. The KMJ-TV advertisement in Television Magazine, May 1957. Source: Facebook/Daniel 

Fuentz. 
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3.4 SITE SPECIFIC HISTORY 

Archival research provided evidence that the City of Fresno included the site of the Fresno Bee plant in its 

urban renewal West Fresno Plan, Phase I, which was zoned for light commercial and industrial 

development. The plan included demolishing housing that was deemed uninhabitable to clear the land for 

Phase I construction. The 1965 aerial photograph shows multiple parcels containing single-family 

residences within the APE (USDA 1965) while a later 1967 aerial photograph shows that the land had been 

cleared for redevelopment (USDA 1967).  

 

The Fresno Bee Plant began with Phase I construction in 1968. Phase I consisted of the central three-story 

building that is positioned along a north-south axis and designed to accommodate the publication’s primary 

functions including printing. A one-story newsprint storage room was located at the north end of the Phase 

I building which adjoined the circulation department, mechanical rooms, machine shop, and storage within 

the east portion of the main building. The original press bay was located centrally within the main building 

from the first to the third floor. The press deck, newsroom, photo studio, editorial library, art department, 

home economics, public relations, and conference rooms were located on the second floor. The third floor 

contained mechanical and electrical rooms as well as a medical office complete with exam and treatment 

rooms and a nurse’s room. The cooling towers were also located within the northeast area of the third floor 

(Phase I plans Appendix C). The 1972 aerial photograph confirms that Phase I building construction was  

complete (Figure 17) (USGS 1972).  
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Figure 17. The Fresno Bee Plant Phase I building as seen from a 1972 USGS aerial photograph.  
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Building permit records show a permit for the Phase II addition issued June 14, 1973 (City of Fresno 1973a). 

Phase II plans included a one-story addition along the west façade of the three-story central building for the 

composing and advertising departments which include offices, lunchroom, toilet rooms, and locker rooms 

with showers. A mechanical platform was located on top of this portion of the building. A two-story 

addition was constructed along the south façade of the central building to accommodate the lobby and 

executive and administrative offices, conference rooms, newsroom, and art room, as well as a kitchen, 

dining room, toilet rooms, and showers (Phase II plans Appendix C). The primary façade of the building 

was complete with the addition of the southern section during Phase II. Driveways, parking lots, 

landscaping, and the future location of the television station within the east area of the property were also 

a part of the Phase II design plans. Building permit records show a 350-ft. radio tower and a television 

transmission tower (City of Fresno 1973b). The 1977 aerial photograph shows the Phase II construction 

had been completed by that date, and the television station had also been constructed in the northern portion 

of the property. Although it was not shown on the Phase II plans, a Fuel Facility building had also been 

constructed to the northeast to serve the company vehicles by 1977 (Figure 18) (USGS 1977).  
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Figure 18. The Fresno Bee Plant Phase I & II building as seen from a 1977 Fresno County aerial 

photograph.  
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In 1990, the Fresno Bee embarked on “Project Eclipse” an extensive addition designed by the local firm of 

Schoenwald, Oba, Mogensen, Pohll & Miller Inc. which nearly doubled the size of the plant. Building 

permits for new construction were issued in February and September of that year, and the addition was 

constructed on the northwest side of the original building (City of Fresno 1990). The first floor housed the 

new reel room, ink rooms, printing presses, mail room, loading dock, paper storage room, mechanical room, 

and a cooling tower in addition to offices, toilet rooms, and a new break room. The second floor featured 

press storage and press control rooms, additional offices, another breakroom, a plate-making room, work 

rooms, toilet rooms, and quiet rooms. An elevator as well as stairs connected the first and second floors and 

a passage corridor deposited from the west side of the original building into the new building. The press 

bay was accessible at the second level with cat walks around the entire perimeter of the bay that continued 

up to a final third level dedicated to the printing presses (Project Eclipse plans Appendix C). The 1998 

aerial photograph confirms that the construction of Project Eclipse had been completed by that date with 

the original Fresno Bee Plant Phase I and II, television station, and service garage all remaining extant 

(Figure 19) (USGS 1998). 
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Figure 19. The Fresno Bee Plant Project Eclipse addition as seen from a 1998 USGS aerial photograph.  
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4.0   SURVEY FINDINGS  

4.1 Architectural Description 

The Fresno Bee Plant building is located at 1626 E St. in Fresno, California. It is situated in an angled 

position along a north-south axis with its primary façade facing southeast. The building consists of several 

block forms with variable massing. The original portion of the building was designed and constructed in 

two phases between 1968 and 1972. The Phase I building is the central form and stands as a long rectangular 

mass positioned southeast to northwest and includes a smaller square mass positioned at the north end of 

the building (see Figure 17). The Phase II portion consists of a lower rectangular mass on the west façade, 

a narrow L-shape mass that begins on the west façade at its southwest corner and continues around it to 

form the southeast-facing primary façade. Finally, a long and narrow rectangular mass is attached to the 

east façade of the central building along its entire span, completing the Phase II portion of the building. An 

addition constructed on the north side of the original building also consists of multiple rectangular masses. 

There are two masses positioned in a northeast-to-west direction that comprise the printing and shipment 

facilities. The central building is long and narrow, and it houses the Fresno Bee’s printing presses which 

were last used in 2016. The addition also has two square masses, with the west mass serving as the magazine 

production facility and the east mass as a loading dock. The central printing press building and the two 

smaller square masses “eclipse” the square mass of the Phase I building, hence the addition’s name “Project 

Eclipse.”  

 

The entire building is covered by flat roofs with low parapet walls. Several mechanical units are mounted 

to the roof decks in addition to a penthouse within the southeast corner of the Phase I central building which 

provides roof access and houses the mechanical room and elevator equipment access. All the parapet walls 

are capped with metal coping. The coping is a faded indistinguishable color on the original building and a 

terracotta color on the Project Eclipse addition. The building is surrounded by concrete pavement that is 

marked with parking spaces in the south, east, and north areas of the property. Within the northwest area of 

the property is a dilapidated building that once served as a Fuel Facility for delivery trucks (Figure 20). It 

appears to have been constructed of corrugated metal and has a concrete slab on its south side with an 

overhead wooden shade structure that appears to have been used as a patio. All other elements of the 

building are now missing or so severely damaged that their materiality is unknown. 

 

The spur tracks that once were but are no longer connected to the Southern Pacific Railroad remain extant 

in some areas but have been removed or paved over on G Street (Figure 21). The tracks enter from the 

northeast property boundary and continue to the loading dock on the east elevation. The spur track was used 

to deliver supplies from the rail cars to the Fresno Bee Plant.   
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Figure 20. The dilapidated fuel station and adjoining patio looking west. 

 

 
Figure 21. A portion of the spur tracks in the foreground and the paved parking area within the 

east area of the site. 
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4.1.1 Phase I and II, 1968–1973 

South – Primary Façade 

 

The primary south façade is largely composed of precast concrete panels with a dark tan marblecrete1 

coating (Figure 22). The west and east ends of the façade are clad entirely of precast concrete panels with 

marblecrete coating, divided into five sections beginning with a narrow band at the top, a wider band, 

followed by another narrow band, a wide band, and a final narrow band at the base. These sections are 

flanked by “Stonehenge” columns which span from the ground level to the roof fascia. The columns are 

defined by rusticated stone cladding in four segments, a simple slab base, and a block capital that is narrower 

than the column itself with a minimal square-edge necking. There are a total of eight equally spaced 

columns along the façade. The tops of the columns are located just beneath the roof fascia which is 

composed of concrete approximately 24 inches wide with metal coping along the top. There is a set of steps 

from the ground level to the first-floor level that spans the entire width of the main entrance. An ADA-

compliant ramp is located on each side of the steps with landscaping of dirt, large rocks, and shrubs between 

the side of the steps and the ramp entrances. There are four metal handrails located on the steps, and each 

ramp is bordered by metal guard railing. 

 

The central portion of the south façade consists of five segments which are divided by the columns with the 

first-floor level featuring a colonnade2. The plane of the first-floor level features glazing and glasweld3 

panels and is recessed from the plane of the second level. The columns protrude approximately two feet 

beyond the plane of the central second-level façade. The main building entrance is located within the fourth 

segment from the west and has double storefront doors and bisected storefront panels. The remainder of the 

segments are composed of aluminum-framed glazing panels divided into top and bottom sections. The top 

sections are glass while the bottom sections are blue glasweld panels. There are a total of twenty-four of 

these glazing panels. The second-floor level of the façade is composed of two narrow sections of aluminum-

framed glazing panels next to each column. Each panel has a square section of glasweld at the top and 

bottom and a long section of glass in each. The three sections in each glazing panel are in line with each 

section of concrete panels that span between.  

 

 
1 Marblecrete is a durable, yet decorative finish often used as an exterior stucco or concrete overlay composed of white 

Portland cement, crushed marble aggregates, and pigments.  
2 A colonnade is a row of columns spaced at regular intervals, which supports a roof, overhang, or arches and create 

covered walkways and define spaces.  
3 Glasweld is an exterior asbestos-reinforced cement panel with an inorganic enamel coating. It was used to clad the 

exterior of buildings constructed during the 1960s and 1970s, adding color and durability.  
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Figure 22. The south-facing primary façade featuring marblecrete panels, glazing system with blue 

glasweld panels, and the soaring “Stonehenge” columns.  
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South – Secondary Façade 

 

The secondary south façade is composed of three concrete columns and non-segmented precast concrete 

panels with marblecrete finish (Figure 23). The first column is positioned at the west end of the façade with 

the second column located approximately 10 feet east of it and the final third column located another 10 

feet from the second column. A flat-awning roof spans between the two columns providing weather 

protection for the storefront entrance door located near the second column. The entrance door has an 

aluminum frame, a sidelight on the east side of the door, and a transom light above it. Concrete steps with 

a landing and metal railing lead from the ground level to the first-floor level. The façade is crowned with a 

concrete roof facia in the same style as that along the primary south façade. Dirt and three shrubs are visible 

in the planters along the façade.  

 

 
Figure 23. The secondary south façade, looking north (left) and the view of the southwest 

perspective of the Phase II west façade (right).  
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West Façade 

 

The west façade of the building is composed of three sections: the southwest Phase II section (Figure 21), 

and the west Phase I and Phase II sections (Figure 24). The southwest Phase II section continues around 

from the primary south façade. The western most “Stonehenge” column is visible at this corner, located 

directly behind the concrete column at the south end of the façade. At the south and north ends of the façade 

are the segmented panels coated with marblecrete divided in the same pattern as those described on the 

south primary façade. Next to each of the segmented panels are concrete columns followed by narrow 

sections of horizontal corrugated metal siding with the southernmost section also containing an exterior 

door. The two central precast concrete panels are flanked by concrete columns and partially covered with 

marblecrete starting from the bottom of the panel to just below the halfway point up. The roof facia of the 

primary south façade continues around to this façade. 

 

The west Phase I façade along the central three-story portion of the building is composed of 13 bays clad 

in cement panels with concrete pilasters dividing each bay. The west Phase II façade fronts E Street and is 

composed of nine bays also divided by concrete pilasters that have a simple yet decorative relief rectangle 

in each. The panels of each bay are coated with marblecrete. A portion of the coating has deteriorated from 

the southernmost panel of this façade near the foundation. The first and last bays and every other bay within 

are punctuated with a central sconce light. The third bay from the north end of this façade contains a door. 

The entire façade is crowned with the same roof fascia as the secondary south façade. A solid equipment 

screen composed of cement is visible on the roof of the Phase II portion of the building.  

 

 
Figure 24. A view from the west side of E Street of the Phase I west façade along the central three-

story building (background) and the Phase II west façade which features sconce lighting and concrete 
pilasters with relief detail (foreground).  
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East Façade 

 

The east façade is composed of two sections; a smaller protruding portion of the building that encloses the 

dining room located within the southeast corner of the interior on the first floor and the newsroom on the 

second floor, which is set back from the dining room below (Figure 25). An areaway4 to the basement level 

is located just outside of the dining room. The dining room portion of the east façade has a raised concrete 

foundation at the base. From the foundation to the ceiling level are continuous glazing panels with 

aluminum frames with the same composition as those on the south façade, although taller in height with the 

glass sections being rectangular and the glasweld sections remaining square. The areaway protrudes 

approximately 10 feet from the dining room glazing at the southern end of the façade and is constructed 

entirely of concrete. The dining room is crowned with a stucco roof fascia which is taller than that of the 

south façade. There are mechanical units visible on the dining room roof. The east façade on the second 

floor above the dining room is composed of three equal-sized precast concrete sections which are separated 

by concrete columns. The roof fascia from the south façade continues onto this façade.  

 

The second section is the exterior wall of the original location of the circulation department, mechanical 

rooms, machine shop, and storage on the first floor, the mail room directly above on the second floor, and 

then finally the wall of the mechanical rooms on the third floor (Figure 26). The first and second levels of 

the façade are set back approximately 20 feet from the dining room section of the façade and run the entire 

length of the building beyond the dining room. The third level of the façade is set back almost 40 feet from 

the second level.  

 

The first and second floor section is composed of a raised concrete foundation wall at the base and eleven 

“bays” separated by concrete columns as indicated on the original building plans. The southern end of this 

section of the façade has a concrete ramp from the ground level to a landing at the first-floor level which 

has a set of steps with metal railing on the north side of it. An exterior entry door with a single light is 

located at the landing within the first bay. A corrugated metal canopy painted a light tan color is mounted 

above the ramp and landing. The paint has worn away in some areas of the canopy, and a sign that reads 

“dock 1” is affixed to it. The following eight bays are clad in corrugated metal panels painted blue at the 

first-floor level, and all eleven bays have precast concrete panels cladding the second-floor level. 

Additionally, the two levels are separated by a continuous concrete band that spans the entire façade. The 

third bay has a set of steps and a landing that leads to an exterior door with a single light. The fifth bay has 

a set of two narrow, metal roll-up doors. Bays seven and nine have louvered vents just below the second-

floor level. Bays two through nine have fixed windows within the precast concrete panels at the second-

floor level. Bay ten and eleven are covered by a corrugated metal canopy in the same style as the one located 

over bay one. A sign reading “dock 2” is affixed to the canopy. A large, metal roll-up door is located within 

bay ten.  

 

The third level of the façade is thirteen bays across and spans the entirety of the central main building. The 

bays are separated by concrete columns just as the other facades and display the same concrete fascia at the 

roof line. Bays one through six, twelve, and thirteen are composed of cast concrete panels. Bays seven 

through eleven have louvered panels. There are two roof access doors on this part of the façade, one in bay 

two and one in bay thirteen.   

 
4 An areaway is a sunken, enclosure with open space beneath it, positioned next to a building’s foundation to provide 

light, air, and direct access to a basement level.  
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Figure 25. The east façade of the dining room area with the areaway protruding on the south end. 

The ramp and canopy of “dock 1” is located immediately north of the dining room. 
 

 
Figure 26. The east façade in two parts; the first and second level in the foreground are part of the 
Phase II portion while the third level in the background is part of the Phase I portion of the building. The 

penthouse is barely visible atop the south end of the three-story central portion of the building. 
 

 



 4.0 Survey Findings 

Draft HRTR Fresno Bee Plant 37 

Penthouse 

 

There is also a roof penthouse structure on the top of the building at the southeast corner of the central 

building which provides access to the mechanical and elevator equipment rooms. The penthouse is set back 

approximately 12 feet from the third level on the east side. The penthouse level has two louvered panels on 

the south end of the east façade, and a central access door, with the remainder of the façade being clad in 

concrete panel. 

 

The north façade of the penthouse is also clad in concrete panels and has an access door. The west façade 

is the same as the north but instead has a double-door access. The south façade of the penthouse is entirely 

clad in concrete panels.  

 

4.1.2 Project Eclipse, 1990 

West – Primary Façade 

 

The west, primary façade fronts E Street and is landscaped with grass and several mature trees. It is 

composed of three parts: a north and south wing and a central block (Figure 27). There are also three 

materials: cast concrete panels, metal panels, and ribbon glazing. There are concrete foundation walls along 

the base of the entire façade. Beginning with the south wing, which stands 33 feet in height, there are 

concrete panels at the southern end of the façade that span up to the roof line vertically and continue 

horizontally above a recessed plane. Metal coping clads the top of the roof line. At the north end of the 

south wing where this portion of the facade meets the central block form, the concrete panels continue back 

down vertically. The plane of the south wing that is recessed back from the face of the concrete panels is 

composed of metal cladding and ribbon glazing. This part of the façade is clad in just over thirty sections 

of metal panels that are approximately 4 feet tall and situated above the foundation wall. Above these panels 

is the first ribbon of glazing that spans the entire length of the panels. Above the ribbon of glazing is another 

section of metal panels that are about three times the height of the lower section of panels. At the top of this 

plane is the ribbon glazing which is located directly under the protruding concrete portion of the wing, 

remaining shaded throughout the day. There is an exterior door located on the inner concrete protrusion at 

the south end. Two low, angled, concrete walls continue in line with the concrete portion of the façade 

creating a walkway from the door and an outlet to a concrete walkway that connects to the sidewalk along 

E Street.  

 

The central portion of the façade is a large block mass which is the tallest portion of the entire plant and 

stands approximately 53 feet in height. The bottom two sections of metal panels and glazing ribbons are in 

line with those on the south wing façade although only twenty-seven panels across. The metal panels 

continue above the top glazing ribbon in three rows on the central block on all its facades. The same metal 

coping clads the roof line. A shadow of the original “The Fresno Bee” building letters remains on the upper 

southwest corner of this façade although the letters themselves have been removed.  

 

The façade of the north wing is almost identical to the south wing. This wing is only 23 feet in height and 

has a lower roof line and does not have any glazing. Instead, it displays a row of metal panels in line with 

the lower ribbon of glazing on the south wing and central building. Its upper metal panels are also shorter 

than those on the south wing. This façade is slightly longer than that of the south wing because the roofline 

projects over a loading dock that spans the north façade (Figure 28).   
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Figure 27. The west facade of the Project Eclipse addition with the central block, north wing, and 

south wing with metal-panel cladding system and ribbon glazing. 
 

 
Figure 28. The north wing of the Project Eclipse west façade showing the projecting roofline.  
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North Façade 

 

The north façade is the location of the plant’s primary loading dock. A raised concrete deck spans almost 

the entire length of the façade (Figure 29). The exterior wall of this façade is entirely clad in concrete panels 

and features a reveal band detail across its length that is even with the bottom edge of the canopy above. 

Along the deck is a series of openings with a variety of roll-up doors and access doors to accommodate the 

building logistics. The integrated canopy over the deck is clad in concrete panels and is supported by 

fourteen metal posts. A sign reading “dock 3” is affixed on the east end of the canopy. There are five equally 

spaced wall-pack lights along the canopy face. 

 

The easternmost portion of the north façade has a similar appearance to the south wing of the west façade 

(Figure 30). It has a concrete foundation wall at the base that is the same height as the loading dock deck. 

It also has protruding concrete sides and upper section with a reveal bisecting the lower panels from the 

upper panels that is in line with the one featured in the loading dock section of the façade. There is a lower 

level of metal panels with a total of sixteen across. Above the lower panels is a band of ribbon glazing with 

metal panels above. A single wall-pack light is affixed to the center of the upper concrete-panel span.   
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Figure 29. The view of the loading dock along the Project Eclipse north façade showing the support 
posts, protruding roof line, and reveal detail running horizontally in line with the bottom of the roof line. 
 

 
Figure 30. The easternmost portion of the north façade with a similar appearance to the north 

wing of the west façade, including metal panels and ribbon glazing.   
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East Façade 

 

The northernmost section of the east façade has a similar composition to the east section of the north façade. 

It is flanked with protruding concrete panels on each end with a band of reveal detail and concrete panels 

spanning overhead (Figure 31). There is a door on the north end with concrete steps leading up to a landing 

positioned under the door. The stairs and landing have metal pipe railing. There are five roll-up doors along 

the recessed central portion of the façade which are surrounded by concrete panels. Pairs of bollards are 

positioned on the sides of each roll-up door. The next section of this façade is set back approximately 12 

feet and features a three-part aluminum-frame fixed window grouping. There is a wide entry door on the 

south end of this portion of the façade as well as a set of concrete steps that lead up to a concrete deck 

positioned below the door. There are additional wall-pack lights in this area.  

 

The central section of this façade is the rear of the large block mass and is clad entirely in metal panels like 

those on the west façade (Figure 32). There is a door with a single light located on the center of the façade, 

and the concrete deck terminates on the south side of the door. The deck and steps have metal pipe railing. 

There is a large roll-up door on the south end of the façade with a metal “L” shape ramp and steel guard 

railing. This portion of the building is also clad in metal panels on the north and south facades. 

 

South of the central block form is another loading dock that is covered by a concrete-clad canopy with six 

rectangular opening in it for daylighting (Figure 32). The canopy is supported by a concrete clad wall on 

the north end and a storage building on the south end. There are roll-up doors on each of the support walls 

that provide delivery access into each of the adjoining buildings. Two sets of tracks span from the east into 

the dock area. These are remnants of the spur tracks which were installed to carry supplies from the railroad 

to the plant. 

 

The south end of the east façade is composed of a concrete block mass which houses a cooling tower that 

protrudes beyond the east wall of the mechanical room and storage building. These walls are absent of any 

features aside from wall-pack lighting. The same metal coping featured along the west façade roofline is 

also featured along the roofline of the east façade.  
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Figure 31. The northernmost end of the Project Eclipse east façade with a similar appearance to 
the easternmost end of the north façade. The concrete deck is shown on the left, and the reveal detail 

continues on this façade.  
 

 
Figure 32. The east façade with the rear view of the large block mass (right) and the covered 

loading dock with the spur tracks in the foreground (left).  
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South Façade 

 

The south façade of the building is clad in concrete (Figure 33). The cooling tower building wall is lower 

than the portion of the mechanical and storage portion of the building. There is a double access door on the 

west end of the cooling tower building. The mechanical room and storage building have large louver panels 

on the easternmost end of it, followed by a roll-up door with a raised deck. The remainder of the façade is 

covered in five cast concrete panels and five equally spaced wall-pack lights. A concrete ramp leads from 

the ground level to the west end of this façade and features a metal-pipe guardrail. The ramp terminates at 

a concrete deck that is positioned under a concrete canopy supported by the original building’s east façade 

and two concrete columns. The same metal coping runs along the roof line of the south façade.  

 

 
Figure 33. The south façade of Project Eclipse which wraps around the east façade of the Phase I 

and Phase II portion of the building, essentially “eclipsing” the original with the contemporary addition. 
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4.1.3 Interior Plan 

 

The main building entrance is accessible from the southeast primary façade which is a part of the original 

Phase II addition to the original building. The lobby is the first space upon entering the building and is a 

long rectangular room situated in an east-west orientation (Figure 34). On the east end of the lobby are the 

dining room (Figure 35) and kitchen (Figure 36), while the west and north directions lead to administrative 

offices. Continuing north into the building on the first floor is a large, open office space populated with 

work desks and cubicles (Figure 37). The second and third floors contain administrative offices while the 

third floor of the Phase II building contains executive offices. The executive reception areas and offices 

located on the second floor appear to have been remodeled during the same era when the 1990 addition was 

constructed (Figure 38). There is a large boardroom with wood-frame doors with large glass panels that 

display the original Fresno Bee “FB” monogram that is also featured on the metal grills of the 1922 Fresno 

Bee building (Figure 39 and 40). The flooring in the administrative and executive spaces varies from hard 

tiles, to composite and carpet tiles. The ceilings are primarily dropped T grid with white acoustic ceiling 

tiles. The building is not electrified due to damage to its operating system, and therefore it was not possible 

to view all areas of the building in adequate lighting conditions. Only flashlights were available to view the 

interior with some minimal daylighting along the perimeter.  

 

A corridor leads from the north end of the original central building to the 1990 addition. The press bay that 

houses the printing presses is central to this portion of the building (Figure 41). The press bay consists of a 

concrete floor and expansive walls all the way up to the ceiling situated just below the building’s roof line. 

The presses extend three levels up and are surrounded by a steel catwalk that provides access to all sides of 

the printing presses. From the press bay, there is access to an employee locker room which is lined with red 

metal lockers on all sides within a long rectangular space. The locker room leads to the mail room, which 

is a completely open industrial space with concrete floor. South of the mail room is the newsprint room that 

is populated with numerous machines for sorting and folding in addition to ink tanks (Figure 42 and 43). 

The floors are also concrete, and the roof structure and mechanical ducting are exposed.  

 

The newsprint room leads back to the smaller, square, Phase I building which originally housed the 

newsprint department before it was moved to the 1990 addition. There are production offices located 

upstairs which include plate making (Figure 44), a carpentry shop (Figure 45), and supply storage as well 

as a switchboard room (Figure 46) and electrical server room with a raised floor (Figure 47). Some rooms 

have floors covered in carpet and others concrete or asbestos tiles which cover many of the corridor floors. 

The health unit was located adjacent to the executive offices and included a physician’s office (Figure 48). 

The interior has a mixture of materials and elements that appear to be original to the Phase I and Phase II 

era, while other areas such as the executive offices and some of the administrative offices appear to have 

been updated in the 1990s. 
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Figure 34. The entrance lobby accessible from the south primary façade with 1990s-era interior 

design.  

 
Figure 35. The dining room with carpet and drop ceilings with acoustical panels, looking north. 
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Figure 36. View of the kitchen within the south Phase II portion of the building, looking north. 
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Figure 37. The open office with desks and cubicles. 

 

 
Figure 38. The third-floor executive office reception desk, looking northwest.  
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Figure 39. The doors leading to the executive board room that display the original Fresno Bee 

monogram. 
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Figure 40. The Fresno Bee monogram featured on the window grills of the original 1922 building. 
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Figure 41. A view of the printing press still reeled with a 2016 edition of the newspaper.  
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Figure 42. A view of the newsprint room looking south with a folding machine indicated with the 

letter “C.” Notice the space is dark with only minimal daylighting available. 
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Figure 43. A newsprint ink tank looking northeast inside of the newsprint room. 
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Figure 44. The interior of the platemaking office, looking east. 
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Figure 45. The carpentry shop looking east. 
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Figure 46. The switchboard room, looking northeast. 
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Figure 47. The electrical server room with raised floor looking west. 
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Figure 48. View to the entrance of the physician’s office looking northwest.  
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5.0 ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

5.1 CALIFORNIA REGISTER OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES  

Districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects are assigned historical significance based on their 

exceptional value or quality illustrating or interpreting the heritage of Fresno or the United States in history, 

architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture. A number of criteria are used in demonstrating resource 

importance. Specifically, criteria outlined in the CRHR and City of Fresno Historic Preservation Ordinance 

are similar and provide the guidance for making such a determination.  

 
The CRHR program encourages public recognition and protection of resources of architectural, historical, 

archaeological, and cultural significance; identifies historical resources for state and local planning 

purposes; determines eligibility for state historic preservation grant funding; and affords certain protections 

under CEQA. The criteria established for eligibility for the CRHR are directly comparable to the national 

criteria established for the NRHP. 

 

To be eligible for listing in the CRHR, a building, object, or structure must satisfy at least one of the 

following four criteria: 

 

1) It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of local 

or regional history or the cultural heritage of California or the United States. 

2) It is associated with the lives of persons important to local, California, or national history. 

3) It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction, or 

represents the work of a master or possesses high artistic values. 

4) It has yielded, or has the potential to yield, information important to the prehistory or history of the 

local area, California, or the nation. 

 

Historical resources eligible for listing in the CRHR also must retain enough of their historic character or 

appearance to be recognizable as historical resources and to convey the reasons for their significance. For 

the purposes of eligibility for the CRHR, integrity is defined as “the authenticity of an historical resource’s 

physical identity evidenced by the survival of characteristics that existed during the resource’s period of 

significance” (California Office of Historic Preservation 2001). This general definition is generally 

strengthened by the more specific definition offered by the NRHP—the criteria and guidelines on which 

the CRHR and City of Fresno Historic Preservation Ordinance are based. 

Integrity 

To be eligible for listing in the NRHP, a property must retain sufficient integrity to convey its significance. 

NRHP Bulletin 15 establishes how to evaluate the integrity of a property: “Integrity is the ability of a 

property to convey its significance.” The evaluation of integrity must be grounded in an understanding of 

a property’s physical features and how they relate to the concept of integrity. Determining which of these 

aspects are most important to a property requires knowing why, where, and when a property is significant. 

To retain historic integrity, a property must possess several, and usually most, aspects of integrity: 

 

1. Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where the historic 

event occurred.  

2. Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style of 

a property. 

3. Setting is the physical environment of a historic property, and refers to the character of the site 

and the relationship to surrounding features and open space. Setting often refers to the basic 
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physical conditions under which a property was built and the functions it was intended to serve. 

These features can be either natural or manmade, including vegetation, paths, fences, and 

relationship between other features or open space. 

4. Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular period 

or time, and in particular pattern or configuration to form a historic property.  

5. Workmanship is the physical evidence of crafts of a particular culture or people during any 

given period of history or prehistory, and can be applied to the property as a whole, or to 

individual components.  

6. Feeling is a property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of 

time. It results from the presence of physical features that, when taken together, convey the 

property’s historic character.  

7. Association is the direct link between the important historic event or person and a historic 

property. 

5.2 CITY OF FRESNO CRITERIA FOR HISTORIC DESIGNATION 

City of Fresno Ord. 99-50, §§ 1, 2, 9-9-99 (Historic Preservation Ordinance) establishes designation criteria 

in Section 12-1607, the purpose of the ordinance in Section 12-1602, and defines the process for local 

designation in Section 12-1608, Section 12-1609, and Section 12-1610. The purpose of the ordinance is to 

safeguard the heritage of the City of Fresno by preserving and regulating its historic buildings, structures, 

objects, sites, and districts which reflect the city’s historic, cultural, social, economic, political, and 

architectural history to preserve these resources, for economic development, and for the general welfare of 

the public.  

 

(a) Any building, structure, object, or site may be designated as an Historic Resource if it is found by 

the Commission and Council to meet the following criteria: 

 

1. It has been in existence more than 50 years and it possesses integrity of location, design, setting, 

materials, workmanship, feeling and association, and: 

i. It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 

our history; or 

ii. It is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

iii. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values; or 

iv. It has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history. 

2. It has been in existence less than 50 years, it meets the criteria of subdivision (1) of subsection 

(a) of this section and is of exceptional importance within the appropriate historical context, 

local, state, or national. 

(b) Any finite group of resources (buildings, structures, objects or sites) may be designated as a Local 

Historic District if it meets definition set forth in Section 12-1602 of the ordinance, its designation 

is consented to by the majority of the property owners within the Local Historic District, and at 

least 50 percent of the resources within the proposed Local Historic District are 50 years of age or 

older; and it is found by the Commission and Council to meet one or more of the following criteria: 

 

1. It exemplifies or reflects special elements of the city’s cultural, social, economic, political, 

aesthetic, engineering, or architectural heritage, or 

2. It is identified with a person or group that contributed significantly to the culture and 

development of the city, or 
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3. It embodies distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction, or is 

a valuable example of the use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship, or 

4. Structures within the area exemplify a particular architectural style or way of life important to 

the city, or 

5. The area is related to a designated historic resource or district in such a way that its preservation 

is essential to the integrity of the designated resource or Local Historic District, or 

6. The area has potential for yielding information of archaeological interest. 

 

The historic preservation ordinance also states that any building, structure, object, or site may be designated 

as a Heritage Property if it is found by the Commission to be worthy of preservation because of its historical, 

architectural, or aesthetic merit. Also, any building, structure, object, or site may be designated as a 

Contributor to a Local Historic District or a proposed National Register Historic District if it contributes to 

the significance of the specific Historic District under the criteria set forth above in this section. 

5.3 CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

CEQA Section 15064.5 Determining the Significance of Impacts to Archeological and Historical Resources 

requires that all private and public activities not specifically exempted be evaluated against the potential 

for environmental damage, including effects to historical resources. Historical resources are recognized as 

part of the environment under CEQA. It defines historical resources as “any object, building, structure, site, 

area, place, record, or manuscript which a lead agency determines to be historically significant or significant 

in the architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, military, 

or cultural annals of California.” 
 

Lead agencies have a responsibility to evaluate historical resources against the CRHR criteria prior to 

making a finding as to a proposed Project’s impacts to historical resources. Mitigation of adverse impacts 

is required if the proposed Project will cause substantial adverse change to a historical resource. Substantial 

adverse change includes demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration such that the significance of an 

historical resource would be impaired. While demolition and destruction are fairly obvious significant 

impacts, it is more difficult to assess when change, alteration, or relocation crosses the threshold of 

substantial adverse change. The CEQA Guidelines provide that a Project that demolishes or alters those 

physical characteristics of an historical resource that convey its historical significance (i.e., its character-

defining features) can be considered to materially impair the resource’s significance. The CRHR is used in 

the consideration of historical resources relative to significance for purposes of CEQA. The CRHR includes 

resources listed in, or formally determined eligible for listing in, the NRHP, as well as some California 

State Landmarks and Points of Historical Interest. Properties of local significance that have been designated 

under a local preservation ordinance (local landmarks or landmark districts), or that have been identified in 

a local historical resources inventory, may be eligible for listing in the CRHR and are presumed to be 

significant resources for purposes of CEQA unless a preponderance of evidence indicates otherwise. 
 

Generally, a resource shall be considered by the lead agency to be a “historical resource” if it: 
 

1. Is listed in or determined to be eligible by the State Historical Resources Commission, for 

listing in the California Register of Historical Resources (PRC Section 5024.1, Title 14 CCR, 

Section 4850 et seq.). 

2. Is included in a local register of historical resources or is identified as significant in an historical 

resource survey meeting the requirements Section 5024.1(g) of the PRC. 

3. Is a building or structure determined to be historically significant or significant in the 

architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, 

military, or cultural annals of California. 
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6.0  EVALUATION OF ELIGIBILITY  

ASM considered whether the Fresno Bee Plant is eligible under any CRHR or Fresno Local Register criteria 

within the areas of significance of Communications and Community Planning and Development, and a sub-

theme of Urban Renewal in Fresno.  

 

Under the theme of Communication, the Fresno Bee has a long history as an influential form of print media 

in the City of Fresno dating back to its establishment in 1922 by founder C.K. McClatchy. The newspaper’s 

owner—the McClatchy Company—expanded its media reach with the establishment of KMJ-Radio station 

in the same year as the paper was founded, and at a time when there were no other radio stations in the 

Central Valley making the organization the communication pioneer of the region. McClatchy later 

established the first television broadcast station in the Central Valley region with KMJ-Television in 1953. 

When the McClatchy Company moved operations to the Fresno Bee Plant in 1968 it was the only media 

company in the region to have print, radio, and television mediums, creating a trifecta of media outlets. The 

Fresno Bee Plant incorporated the design and construction of a dedicated television and radio station 

building in addition to the print operations and administrative offices. The McClatchy Company’s media 

influence remained unparalleled in the region until 1981 when it sold KMJ-Television to the San Joaquin 

Community Corporation (SJCC).  

 

The Fresno Bee Plant was developed as a project that was a direct result of the City of Fresno’s urban 

renewal efforts which began in the 1950s and continued until 1970 when the federal government 

discontinued funding the national redevelopment program. Although the West Fresno Phase I 

redevelopment project was not the first urban renewal effort within the city, it was vital for its economic 

revitalization and development as it created numerous jobs and much needed property tax revenue. The city 

had previously implemented the Civic Center and Fulton Mall projects that did not produce the economic 

results it aspired to, leaving assessor tax revenue in a deficit until 1970 when the property tax payment from 

the Fresno Bee Plant was the primary source of revenue gains within a two-year span. The Fresno Bee Plant 

was one of only two successful urban renewal projects in the City of Fresno with the Fashion Fair Mall 

being the second. Given the Fresno Bee Plant building’s association as a pioneer of communications in the 

region, being the first and only media organization to own a print, radio, and television mediums for many 

years, it meets CRHR Criterion 1 and Fresno Local Register Criteria A-1i under the theme of 

Communications with a period of significance of 1969–1981, beginning with the year the Fresno Bee Plant 

Phase I was completed and the newspaper began operations there until the year the McClatchy Company 

sold KMJ-Television to SJCC, when the influence of its media empire began to wane. Additionally, the 

Fresno Bee Plant meets CRHR Criterion 1 and Fresno Local Register Criteria A-1i for its association with 

the theme of Urban Renewal as defined by the City of Fresno Mid-Century Modernism Historic Context. 

The building represents the most successful example of the City’s development efforts during that era with 

a period of significance for this theme of 1969–1973, beginning with the year the construction of the Fresno 

Bee Plant Phase I was completed with urban renewal funding and support and ending in the year 

construction of Phase II was complete which is the same year that the City ceased development efforts for 

Urban Renewal. Although the end of the period of significance under the Communications theme partially 

extends into a period of less than 50 years ago, the majority of the period of significance under CRHR 

Criterion 1 and Fresno Local Register Criteria A-1i is more than 50 years old, and, per the CA SHPO’s 

guidance on CRHR evaluations, ASM’s professional opinion is that sufficient time has passed to be able to 

evaluate this budling within its historic contexts. 

 

As the Fresno Bee Plant building meets the requirements for CRHR Criterion 1 and Fresno Local Register 

Criteria A-1i, an assessment of integrity is required. 
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Location 

The Fresno Bee Plant remains in the location where it was originally constructed from 1968 to 

1972. It has not been moved or relocated and therefore it retains integrity of location. 

 

Design 

The building’s original design remains largely intact as evident by comparison to the architect’s as-

built drawings. Although there have been some alterations which include the installation of the 

shade canopies on the east façade in 1979, an interior remodel in 1980, mechanical alterations in 

1987, and the large-scale Project Eclipse addition and another interior remodel in 1990, the original 

design is still clearly evident. Nearly all of the character-defining features from the Phase I and 

Phase II building design remain, such as the heavy projecting roof slab, “Stonehenge” columns, 

louvered panels, aluminum frame glazing system, and even the parking lot light fixtures. The 1990 

Project Eclipse addition does not detract from the original design of the Fresno Bee Plant and is 

complementary in its scale and mass. It is recognizable as a distinctly contemporary structure and 

its design could be said to meet the Secretary of the Interior’s (SOI) Standards for the Treatment 

of Historic Properties, specifically the Rehabilitation approach. Additionally, the interior floor plan 

remains fairly the same as the original design based on a comparison of the original building plans. 

Therefore, the Fresno Bee Plant retains integrity of design. 

 

Setting 

The Fresno Bee Plant remains within a light commercial zone which was the original use of the 

property and surrounding area when the city demolished and rezoned the area for redevelopment 

in the 1960s. The building was the first commercial project in the area, and aerial photographs show 

that the streets, sidewalks, and commercial buildings that remain extant today developed around 

the Fresno Bee Plant during and shortly after its construction. Additionally, the adjacent and 

associated television station, now owned by a different entity, remains in its original location as 

does the Fuel Facility. As such the building has integrity of setting. 

 

Materials 

The original materials are largely still extant including cement-panel cladding, marblecrete surface, 

and blue glasweld panels, even those that have not been manufactured for many years such as the 

glasweld panels. The marblecrete finish, in addition to the glasweld, is characteristic of the 1960s 

time period and they remain visible today in very good condition. Therefore, the building retains 

integrity of materials. 

 

Workmanship 

The excellent workmanship and high quality craftsmanship used to construct the building is evident 

by condition of the building’s design, features, and materials. The materials used have proven to 

be resilient and installed in a manner that would ensure the building’s longevity. The Fresno Bee 

Plant building therefore retains integrity of workmanship. 

 

Feeling 

With such minor alterations, the Fresno Bee Plant continues to convey its original design intent and 

components. The site plan, including the south and east parking lots, landscaping and light posts 

also remain. Any person that may have worked at the building when it was originally constructed 

would easily recognize it today. It continued to be used as the Fresno Bee’s offices and printing 

facility until very recently in 2016 until it was sold to the current owner; the office furniture, 

printing presses, and ephemera remain today. As such the building retains integrity of feeling. 

  



 6.0 Evaluation of Eligibility 

Draft HRTR Fresno Bee Plant 65 

Association 
The Fresno Bee Plant continues to convey its historical association with its original function as the 
home of the local newspaper and radio and television stations, as well as an example of Urban 
Renewal development in Fresno. Therefore, the building retains integrity of association  

 
Therefore, as the Fresno Bee Plant is a significant representation of the theme of Urban Renewal as defined 
by the City of Fresno Mid-Century Modernism Historic Context and the theme of Communication as the 
headquarters of the McClatchy Company, a major local media company, with a period of significance of 
1968–1981, and the building retains overall integrity to that period of significance, the Fresno Bee Plant 
is recommended eligible under CRHR Criterion 1 and Fresno Local Register Criteria A-1i. The 
Fresno Bee Plant therefore also meets the definition of a CEQA historical resource.  
 
Under CRHR Criterion 2 and Fresno Local Register Criteria A-1ii, the most significant individuals 
associated with the building are C.K. McClatchy, founder of the Fresno Bee, and Carlos McClatchy, his 
son who founded KMJ Radio and KMJ Television. Research did not reveal any other notable individuals 
that made a profound impact to the history of the nation, the state of California, or the city of Fresno that 
the Fresno Bee Plant would be associated with. While the McClatchy father and son are unarguably 
important individuals in the region and locally in the city, the original Fresno Bee building constructed in 
1922 is directly associated with the founding individuals. It is where the Fresno Bee began and operated 
for many years until the construction of the Fresno Bee Plant in 1968 by which time the senior McClatchy 
was retired and the KMJ radio and television stations had long been established. As such the Fresno Bee 
Plant is recommended not eligible under CRHR Criterion 2, nor is it eligible for local designation under 
Fresno Local Criteria A-1ii.  
 
ASM considered whether the Fresno Bee Plant is eligible under CRHR Criterion 3 or Fresno Local Criterion 
A-1iii. Original building plans show that the architectural firm of Schoenwald, Thomas, Harris, Bode & 
Blayney was responsible for the design of the 1968–1972 Fresno Bee Plant Phase I and II projects. The 
partners of the firm were Paul Schoenwald, AIA, Will Thomas, AIA, Paul Harris, AIA, Harry Bode, AIA, 
and James Blayney, MSPE. Additionally, they were all partners at the legacy firm of Wagner & Associates 
which was founded by master architect Walter Wagner. The project team was behind the design for the 
Fresno County Courthouse constructed in 1966, designed in the New Formalism style. In the same year 
that the courthouse construction was completed, the team split from Wagner to form their own practice 
while Wagner partnered with Martin Temple in a new partnership. Paul Harris is noted as the architect of 
record for the Fresno County Courthouse as well as the Fresno Bee Plant. However, he is not included in 
the list of master architects in the City of Fresno Mid-Century Modernism Historic Context.  
 
The original Fresno Bee Plant (Phase I and II) building was designed in the New Formalism style which 
was popular for civic and commercial architecture from 1950–1970. The building displays the following 
character-defining features of the style as defined in the City of Fresno Mid-Century Modernism Historic 
Context; heavy projecting roof slab, colonnade of stylized full-height columnar supports evident in the 
“Stonehenge” columns, and large panels of cast concrete which clad the exterior of the building. Although 
the building has some stylistic elements, there are other examples in Fresno that display a more masterful 
New Formalism design such as the Fresno County Courthouse (Wagner & Associates 1966) (Figure 49) 
and the Midland Savings & Loan building (Eugene Houghman, AIA 1965) (Figure 50). Additionally, the 
Fresno County Courthouse is a much better example of the style and, therefore, a more masterful work by 
Harris and his associates, Thomas, Bode, Blayney, and Schoenwald. As such, the Fresno Bee Plant is not 
considered to be the work of a master architect or architectural firm nor does it display highly masterful 
characteristics of the New Formalism architectural style. Therefore, the Fresno Bee Plant is recommended 
not eligible under CRHR Criterion 3, nor is it eligible under Fresno Local Criteria A-1iii.   
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Figure 49. The Fresno County Courthouse (1966) designed by Wagner & Associates with Paul Harris 

listed as the architect of record. Source: Wagner & Associates 
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Figure 50. A ceramic mural by artist Stan Bitters featured on the Midland Saving & Loan building 

designed by architect Eugene Houghman (1965). Source: Esoteric Survey 2026. 
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The Fresno Bee Plant building is recommended not eligible under CRHR Criterion 4 and under Fresno 

Local Register Criterion A-1iv. It is a common property type that does not have the potential to provide 

information about history or prehistory that is not available through historic research. 

 

ASM considered whether the Fresno Bee Plant could be eligible as a contributor to a larger historic district 

of the surrounding neighborhood. ASM did not identify any extant historic district of which this property 

would be a part, nor was an intact historic district identified during its site visit to the property and 

windshield survey of the neighborhood. As such, ASM recommends the Fresno Bee Plant building not 

eligible for the CRHR or Fresno Local Register as a contributor to a historic district.
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7.0  ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS 

As the Project area includes a CEQA historical resource, the Project poses the potential to cause significant 

direct and/or indirect impacts. CEQA defines adverse impacts as a substantial adverse change to an historic 

resource, encompassing “demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration such that the significance of an 

historical resource would be impaired” Section 15064.5(b)(1)). This discussion is guided by CEQA 

Guidelines stating that the discussion of alternatives should focus on alternatives to the Project or that are 

capable of avoiding or substantially lessening any significant effects of the Project, “even if these 

alternatives would impede to some degree the attainment of the project objectives, or would be more costly” 

(Section 15126.6(b)).  

 

As proposed, the Project calls for demolition of the Fresno Bee Plant building and would result in a 

substantial adverse change to a historical resource that would result in a loss of its eligibility pursuant to 

CEQA Section 21084.1. Therefore, the Project, as proposed, would result in significant adverse impacts to 

the historical resource within the direct API pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines (14 CCR §15064.5). 

 

7.1 RECOMMENDED MITIGATION 

CEQA generally considers historical resource impacts to be fully mitigated if the Project conforms to SOI 

Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties (SOI Standards). If Project redesign is not feasible to 

conform to the SOI Standards, mitigation measures to reduce the impact to less than significant have been 

identified and can be implemented in accordance with CEQA. The following mitigation measures are 

recommended: 

MMI: Historical resource documentation. Historic documentation for the historical resource slated 

for demolition shall be prepared to HABS Level 2 standards following Standards and Guidelines for 

Architectural and Engineering Documentation: HABS/HAER Standards (HAER Historian Guidelines, 

updated December 2021). The documentation shall consist of the following: 

 

• Photographic Documentation: Documentation will follow the Photographic Specification–

Historic American Building Survey guidelines, including up to 20 archival quality, large-format 

photographs of the exterior and interior of the building and its architectural elements. 

Construction techniques and architectural details shall be documented, especially noting the 

measurements, hardware, and other features that tie architectural elements to a specific date.  

• HABS Historical Report: A written historical narrative and report completed according to the 

Historic American Building Survey Guidelines for Preparing Written Historical Descriptive 

Data and HABS Historical Report Guidelines for the outline format.  

• Original architectural plans, if obtained, shall be included as figures in the historical report 

document following HABS standards. 

 

The historical report will be prepared by an architectural historian who meets the SOI’s 

Professional Qualification Standards (36 CFR, part 61). The narrative history will follow the 

HABS Outline Format and include sections on name, location, statement of significance, 

architectural description, physical history, historical context, architectural information, and 

description of the exterior and interior, and sources of information. In accordance with HABS 

Guidelines, the historical report will reference as many primary documents as possible.  

 

Figures will include a legible location map, site plan, and sketch plan. Any historic photographs 

will be included as figures in the written reports, as long as the images are in the public domain or 
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a signed copyright release form can be obtained. The report will be provided on 8 ½ inch x 11 inch 

archivally stable paper (25% cotton bond or better).  

 

Two copies of the final HABS documentation package will be produced (one copy only will include 

original photo negatives). One copy will be donated to a local archive or history collection 

accessible to the general public, and the copy with the negatives will be donated to the Library of 

Congress through the National Park Service. 

MMII: Interpretative Project. An interpretative project will be developed that could include: 

a. Development of an interpretive display. Develop content, including narrative and graphics, for 

an interpretive panel/sign or display dedicated to the history of the building and the themes 

with which it is associated. The display could be located at the property (for example in a new 

building constructed on the site of the Fresno Bee Plant) or alternatively at the original Fresno 

Bee building, now occupied by the Community Media Access Collaborative (CMAC). The 

CMAC currently operates as a nonprofit organization with a mission statement of “empowering 

community voices by promoting media literacy, civic engagement, cultural understanding, and 

creative expression.” If the organization does not have the capacity for a project of this 

magnitude, then the gallery and press can be installed in a location as deemed appropriate by 

the city’s Historic Preservation Commission. Ideally, the display would include salvaged 

objects from the Fresno Bee Plant associated with the newspaper’s production, such as a 

portion of a printing press and final run of newsprint. 

b. Oral histories with staff. A series of oral histories could be conducted with former employees 

of the Fresno Bee Plant. Interviews should be conducted following the Principles and Best 

Practices established by the Oral History Association,5 including the recommended methods 

for digital recordation and translation. Oral histories should be conducted by historians who 

meet the SOI’s Professional Qualification Standards or individuals who have participated in 

training to conduct oral histories. Release forms should be signed by each narrator through 

which he or she transfers his or her rights to the interview to the repository or designated body. 

Oral histories should be recorded using at least two separate audio recorders, utilizing at least 

one external microphone, as well as one video recorder.  

 

Adoption of the above mitigation measures should be undertaken to lessen the adverse impact; however, 

the Project will still result in a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource 

pursuant to CEQA Section 21084.1. As such, the Project will result in a significant unavoidable impact 

pursuant to CEQA Guidelines CEQA Guidelines (14 CCR §15064.5) (Determining the Significance of 

Impacts to Archeological and Historical Resources). 

 
5 Available at: http://www.oralhistory.org/about/principles-and-practices/ 
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8.0  CONCLUSION 

After performing an intensive pedestrian-level site visit of the Fresno Bee Plant, a brief windshield survey 
of comparable City of Fresno buildings of the same period, and conducting a review of the background of 
the Fresno Bee and the development of the City of Fresno, ASM recommends that the Fresno Bee Plant 
building is eligible for listing in the CRHR and Fresno Local Register under Criteria 1/1-Ai. As such, the 
Fresno Bee Plant qualifies as a historical resource under the terms of CEQA.  
 
The Project proposes the demolition of the Fresno Bee Plant. Adoption of the mitigation measures should 
be undertaken to lessen the adverse impact; however, the Project will still result in a substantial adverse 
change in the significance of the Fresno Bee Plant pursuant to CEQA Section 21084.1. As such, the Project 
will result in a significant unavoidable impact pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5 (Determining 
the Significance of Impacts to Archeological and Historical Resources). 
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DPR 523J (1/95) *Required Information 
 

 
State of California — The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

PRIMARY RECORD 

Primary #  

HRI #       

Trinomial         

NRHP Status Code  

 Other Listings       

 Review Code       Reviewer       Date       

 
Page 1 of 32  *Resource Name or #:  Fresno Bee Plant 

P1. Other Identifier: 1626 E Street 

*P2. Location:   Not for Publication  Unrestricted  
*a. County: Fresno and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: South Fresno Date: c.1969-1973, 1990 T 14S R 20E SW  of NW    of Sec
 4 Mt. Diablo M.D. B.M. 

c. Address: 1626 E St   City Fresno, CA                 Zip code:   93706  

d. UTM: (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone 11S 249727 mE; 4069047 mN 
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g. parcel#, directions to resource, elevation, etc.) APN 465-084-30T 

  

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The Fresno Bee Plant building is located at 1626 E St. in Fresno, California. It is situated in an angled position along a north-south axis 
with its primary façade facing southeast. The building consists of several block forms with variable massing. The original portion of the 
building was designed and constructed in two phases, beginning in 1968 and completed in 1973. The Phase I building is the central form 
and stands as a long rectangular mass positioned southeast to northwest and includes a smaller square mass positioned at the north end 
of the building. The Phase II portion consists of a lower rectangular mass on the west façade, a narrow L-shape mass that begins on the 
west façade at its southwest corner and continues around it to form the southeast facing primary façade.  
 
(Continued on pg. 2.) 

 
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  

*P4. Resources Present:  Building    Structure   Object    Site    District   Element of District    Other (Isolates, etc.) 
P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 

 

 
 

 

 

P5b. Description of Photo: (view, date, accession#) 

 South Primary Facade 

 March 27, 2026 

 
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and Source: 

 Historic      Prehistoric      Both 
 c.1969, 1973, 1990 

 City of Fresno Building Records 

 
*P7. Owner and Address:  
 City of Fresno 
 747 R Street, 2nd Floor 

 Fresno, CA 93721 

 
*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, and address) 
 Jacqueline Padilla-Perez 

 ASM Affiliates  

 20 N Raymond Ave., Suite 220  

 Pasadena, CA 91103  

*P9. Date Recorded:  March 27, 2026  

*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) Pedestrian intensive 

  

*P11.Report Citation: ASM Affiliates. HRTR Department of Public Utilities Operations & Maintenance Building Demolition. Prepared 
for City of Fresno. 2026 

 
 
*Attachments:  NONE     Location Map       Sketch Map       Continuation Sheet       Building, Structure, and Object 
Record   Archaeological Record     District Record      Linear Feature Record      Milling Station Record      Rock Art Record   

 Artifact Record   Photograph Record     Other (List):        
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State of California — The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

CONTINUATION SHEET 

Primary #  

HRI #       

Trinomial       

 
 

 
Page 2 of  32 

 
*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 

 
Fresno Bee Plant 

Recorded by: J. Padilla-Perez  Date: March 27, 2026  

  
 

*P3a. Description: (continued from p. 1) 
 
Finally, a long and narrow rectangular mass is attached to the east façade of the central building along its entire span, completing the 
Phase II portion of the building. An addition constructed on the north side of the original building also consists of multiple rectangular 
masses. There are two masses positioned northeast to west that comprise the printing and shipment facilities. The central building is 
long and narrow, and it houses the Fresno Bee’s printing presses which were last used in 2016. The addition also has two square 
masses, with the west mass serving as the magazine production facility and the east mass as a loading dock. The central printing 
press building and the two smaller square masses “eclipse” the square mass of the Phase I building, hence the addition’s name 
“Project Eclipse.” 
 
The entire building is covered by flat roofs with low parapet walls. Several mechanical units are mounted to the roof decks in addition 
to a penthouse within the southeast corner of the Phase I central building which provides roof access and houses the mechanical 
room and elevator equipment access. All the parapet walls are capped with metal coping. The coping is a faded indistinguishable 
color on the original building and a terracotta color on the Project Eclipse addition. The building is surrounded by concrete pavement 
that is marked with parking spaces in the south, east, and north areas of the property. Within the northwest area of the property is a 
dilapidated building that once served as a Fuel Facility for delivery trucks. It appears to have been constructed of corrugated metal 
and has a concrete slab on its south side with an overhead wooden shade structure that appears to have been used as a patio. All 
other elements of the building are now missing or so severely damaged that their materiality is unknown. 
 
The spur tracks that once were but are no longer connected to the Southern Pacific Railroad remain extant in some areas but have 
been removed or paved over on G Street. The tracks enter from the northeast property boundary and continue to the loading dock on 
the east elevation. The spur track was used to deliver supplies from the rail cars to the Fresno Bee Plant.  
 
 
PHASE I & II, 1968-1973 
 
 
South – Primary Façade 
 
The primary south façade is largely comprised of precast concrete panels with a dark tan marblecrete1 coating. The west and east ends 
of the façade are clad entirely of precast concrete panels with marblecrete coating, divided into five sections beginning with a narrow 
band at the top, a wider band, followed by another narrow band, a wide band, and a final narrow band at the base. These sections are 
flanked by “Stonehenge” columns which span from the ground level to the roof fascia. The columns are defined by rusticated stone 
cladding in four segments, a simple slab base, and a block capital that is narrower than the column itself with a minimal square edge 
necking. There is a total of eight equally spaced columns along the façade. The tops of the columns are located just beneath the roof 
fascia which is composed of concrete approximately 24 in. wide with metal coping along the top. There is a set of steps from the ground 
level to the first-floor level that spans along the entire width of the main entrance. An ADA ramp is located on each side of the steps with 
landscaping of dirt, large rocks, and shrubs between the side of the steps and the ramp entrances. There are four metal handrails located 
on the steps and each ramp is bordered by metal guard railing. 
 
The central portion of the south façade consists of five segments which are divided by the columns with the first-floor level featuring a 
colonnade2. The plane of the first-floor level features glazing and glasweld3 panels and is recessed from the plane of the second level. 
The columns protrude approximately two feet beyond the plane of the central second level façade. The main building entrance is located 
within the fourth segment from the west and has double storefront doors and bisected storefront panels. The remainder of the segments 
are composed of aluminum-framed glazing panels divided into top and bottom sections. The top sections are glass while the bottom 
sections are blue glasweld panels. There are a total of twenty-four of these glazing panels. The second-floor level of the façade is 
composed of two narrow sections of aluminum-framed glazing panels next to each column. Each panel has a square section of glasweld 
at the top and bottom and a long section of glass in each. The three sections in each glazing panel are in line with each section of concrete 
panels that span between.  
 
 

 
1 Marblecrete is a durable yet decorative finish often used as an exterior stucco or concrete overly composed of white Portland cement, crushed marble 
aggregates, and pigments.  
2 A colonnade is a row of columns spaced at regular intervals, which supports a roof, overhang, or arches and create covered walkways and define spaces.  
3 Glasweld is an exterior asbestos-reinforced cement panel with an inorganic enamel coating. It was used to clad the exterior of buildings constructed 
during the 1960s and 1970s, adding color and durability.  
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South – Secondary Façade 
 
The secondary south façade is composed of three concrete columns and non-segmented precast concrete panels with marblecrete finish. 
The first column is positioned at the west end of the façade with the second column located approximately 10 ft. east of it and the final 
third column located another 10 ft. from the second column. A flat, awning roof spans between the two columns providing weather 
protection for the storefront entrance door located near the second column. The entrance door has an aluminum frame, a sidelight on the 
east side of the door, and a transom light above it. Concrete steps with a landing and metal railing lead from the ground level to the first-
floor level. The façade is crowned with a concrete roof facia in the same style as that along the primary south façade. Dirt and three 
shrubs are visible in the planters along the façade.  
 
West Façade 
 
The west façade of the building is composed of three sections: the southwest Phase II section, and the west Phase I and Phase II 
sections. The southwest Phase II section continues around from the primary south façade. The western most “Stonehenge” column is 
visible at this corner, located directly behind the concrete column at the south end of the façade. At the south and north ends of the façade 
are the segmented panels coated with marblecrete divided in the same pattern as those described on the south primary façade. Next to 
each of the segmented panels are concrete columns followed by narrow sections of horizontal corrugated metal siding with the 
southernmost section also containing an exterior door. The two central precast concrete panels are flanked by concrete columns and 
partially covered with marblecrete starting from the bottom of the panel to just below the halfway point up. The roof facia of the primary 
south façade continues around to this façade. 
 
The west Phase I façade along the central three-story portion of the building is composed of 13 bays clad in cement panels with concrete 
pilasters dividing each bay. The west Phase II façade fronts E Street and is composed of nine bays also divided by concrete pilasters 
that have a simple yet decorative relief rectangle in each. The panels of each bay are coated with marblecrete. A portion of the coating 
has deteriorated from the southernmost panel of this façade near the foundation. The first and last bays and every other bay within are 
punctuated with a central sconce light. The third bay from the north end of this façade contains a door. The entire façade is crowned with 
the same roof fascia as the secondary south façade. A solid equipment screen composed of cement is visible on the roof of the Phase II 
portion of the building.  
 
East Façade 
 
The east façade is composed of two sections: a smaller protruding portion of the building that encloses the dining room located within the 
southeast corner of the interior on the first floor and the newsroom on the second floor which is set back from the dining room below. An 
areaway4 to the basement level is located just outside of the dining room. The dining room portion of the east façade has a raised concrete 
foundation at the base. From the foundation to the ceiling level are continuous glazing panels with aluminum frames with the same 
composition as those on the south façade, although taller in height with the glass sections being rectangular and the glasweld sections 
remaining square. The areaway protrudes approximately 10 ft. from the dining room glazing at the southern end of the façade and is 
constructed entirely of concrete. The dining room is crowned with a stucco roof fascia which is taller than that of the south façade. There 
are mechanical units visible on the dining room roof. The east façade on the second floor above the dining room is composed of three 
equal-sized precast concrete sections which are separated by concrete columns. The roof fascia from the south façade continues onto 
this façade.  
 
The second section is the exterior wall of the original location of the circulation department, mechanical rooms, machine shop, and storage 
on the first floor, the mail room directly above on the second floor, and then finally the wall of the mechanical rooms on the third floor. The 
first and second levels of the façade are set back approximately 20 ft. from the dining room section of the façade and run the entire length 
of the building beyond the dining room. The third level of the façade is set back almost 40 ft. from the second level.  
 
The first and second floor section is composed of a raised concrete foundation wall at the base and eleven “bays” separated by concrete 
columns as indicated on the original building plans. The southern end of this section of the façade has a concrete ramp from the ground 
level to a landing at the first-floor level which has a set of steps with metal railing on the north side of it. An exterior entry door with a 
single light is located at the landing within the first bay. A corrugated metal canopy painted a light tan color is mounted above the ramp 
and landing. The paint has worn away in some areas of the canopy and a sign that reads “dock 1” is affixed to it. The following eight bays  

 
4 An areaway is a sunken, enclosure with open space beneath it, positioned next to a building’s foundation to provide light, air, and direct 
access to a basement level.  
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are clad in corrugated metal panels painted blue at the first-floor level and, all eleven bays have precast concrete panels cladding the 
second-floor level. Additionally, the two levels are separated by a continuous concrete band that spans the entire façade. The third bay 
has a set of steps and a landing that leads to an exterior door with a single light. The fifth bay has a set of two narrow metal roll-up doors. 
Bays seven and nine have louvered vents just below the second-floor level. Bays two through nine have fixed windows within the precast 
concrete panels at the second-floor level. Bay ten and eleven are covered by a corrugated metal canopy in the same style as the one 
located over bay one. A sign reading “dock 2” is affixed to the canopy. A large metal roll-up door is located within bay ten.  
 
The third level of the façade is thirteen bays across and spans the entirety of the central main building. The bays are separated by 
concrete columns just as the other facades and display the same concrete fascia at the roof line. Bays one through six, twelve, and 
thirteen are composed of cast concrete panels. Bays seven through eleven have louvered panels. There are two roof access doors on 
this part of the façade, one in bay two and one in bay thirteen.  
 
Penthouse 
 
There is also a roof penthouse structure on the top of the building at the southeast corner of the central building which provides mechanical 
and elevator equipment room access. The penthouse is set back approximately 12 ft. from the third level on the east side. The penthouse 
level has two louvered panels on the south end of the east façade, and a central access door, with the remainder of the façade being 
clad in concrete panel. 
 
The north façade of the penthouse is also clad in concrete panels and has an access door. The west façade is the same as the north but 
instead has a double-door access. The south façade of the penthouse is entirely clad in concrete panels.  
 
 
PROJECT ECLIPSE, 1990 
 
 
West – Primary Façade 
 
The west, primary façade fronts E Street and is landscaped with grass and several mature trees. It is composed of three parts; a north 
and south wing and a central block. There are also three materials: cast concrete panels, metal panels, and ribbon glazing. There are 
concrete foundation walls along the base of the entire façade. Beginning with the south wing, which stands 33 ft. in height, there are 
concrete panels at the southern end of the façade that span up to the roof line vertically and continue horizontally above a recessed 
plane. Metal coping clads the top of the roof line. At the north end of the south wing where this portion of the facade meets the central 
block form, the concrete panels continue back down vertically. The plane of the south wing that is recessed back from the face of the 
concrete panels is composed of metal cladding and ribbon glazing. This part of the façade is clad in just over thirty sections of metal 
panels that are approximately 4 ft. tall and situated above the foundation wall. Above these panels is the first ribbon of glazing that spans 
the entire length of the panels. Above the ribbon of glazing is another section of metal panels that are about three times the height of the 
lower section of panels. At the top of this plane is the ribbon glazing which is located directly under the protruding concrete portion of the 
wing, remaining shaded throughout the day. There is an exterior door located on the inner concrete protrusion at the south end. Two low, 
angled, concrete walls continue in line with the concrete portion of the façade creating a walkway from the door and an outlet to a concrete 
walkway that connects to the sidewalk along E Street.  
 
The central portion of the façade is a large block mass which is the tallest portion of the entire plant and stands approximately 53 ft. in 
height. The bottom two sections of metal panels and glazing ribbons are in line with those on the south wing façade although only twenty-
seven panels across. The metal panels continue above the top glazing ribbon in three rows on the central block on all its facades. The 
same metal coping clads the roof line. A shadow of the original “The Fresno Bee” building letters remains on the upper southwest corner 
of this façade although the letters themselves have been removed.  
 
The façade of the north wing is almost identical to the south wing. This wing is only 23 ft. in height and has a lower roof line and does not 
have any glazing. Instead, it displays a row of metal panels in line with the lower ribbon of glazing on the south wing and central building. 
Its upper metal panels are also shorter than those on the south wing. This façade is slightly longer than that of the south wing because 
the roofline projects over a loading dock that spans the north façade.  
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North Façade 
 
The north façade is the location of the plant’s primary loading dock. A raised concrete deck spans almost the entire length of the façade. 
The exterior wall of this façade is entirely clad in concrete panels and features a reveal band detail across its length that is even with the 
bottom edge of the canopy above. Along the deck is a series of openings with a variety of roll-up doors and access doors to accommodate 
the building logistics. The integrated canopy over the deck is clad in concrete panels and is supported by fourteen metal posts. A sign 
reading “dock 3” is affixed on the east end of the canopy. There are five equally spaced wall-pack lights along the canopy face. 
 
The easternmost portion of the north façade has a similar appearance to the south wing of the west façade. It has a concrete foundation 
wall at the base that is the same height as the loading dock deck. It also has protruding concrete sides and upper section with a reveal 
bisecting the lower panels from the upper panels that is in line with the one featured in the loading dock section of the façade. There is a 
lower level of metal panels with a total of sixteen across. Above the lower panels is a band of ribbon glazing with metal panels above. A 
single wall-pack light is affixed to the center of the upper concrete panel span.  
 
East Façade 
 
The northernmost section of the east façade has a similar composition to the east section of the north façade. It is flanked with protruding 
concrete panels on each end with a band of reveal detail and concrete panels spanning overhead. There is a door on the north end with 
concrete steps leading up to a landing positioned under the door. The stairs and landing have metal pipe railing. There are five roll-up 
doors along the recessed central portion of the façade which are surrounded by concrete panels. Pairs of bollards are positioned on the 
sides of each roll-up door. The next section of this façade is set back approximately 12 ft. and features a three-part aluminum-frame fixed 
window grouping. There is a wide entry door on the south end of this portion of the façade as well as a set of concrete steps that lead up 
to a concrete deck positioned below the door. There are additional wall-pack lights in this area.  
 
The central section of this façade is the rear of the large block mass and is clad entirely in metal panels like those on the west façade. 
There is a door with a single light located on the center of the façade, and the concrete deck terminates on the south side of the door. 
The deck and steps have metal pipe railing. There is a large roll-up door on the south end of the façade with a metal “L” shape ramp and 
steel guard railing. This portion of the building is also clad in metal panels on the north and south facades. 
 
South of the central block form is another loading dock that is covered by a concrete clad canopy with six rectangular opening in it for 
daylighting. The canopy is supported by a concrete clad wall on the north end and a storage building on the south end. There are roll-up 
doors on each of the support walls that provide delivery access into each of the adjoining buildings. Two sets of tracks span from the east 
into the dock area. These are remnants of the spur tracks which were installed to carry supplies from the railroad to the plant. 
 
The south end of the east façade is composed of a concrete block mass which houses a cooling tower that protrudes beyond the east 
wall of the mechanical room and storage building. These walls are absent of any features aside from wall-pack lighting. The same metal 
coping featured along the west façade roofline is also featured along the roofline of the east façade.  
 
South Façade 
 
The south façade of the building is clad in concrete. The cooling tower building wall is lower than the portion of the mechanical and 
storage portion of the building. There is a double access door on the west end of the cooling tower building. The mechanical room and 
storage building has large louver panels on the easternmost end of it, followed by a roll-up door with a raised deck. The remainder of the 
façade is covered in five cast concrete panels and five equally spaced wall-pack lights. A concrete ramp leads from the ground level to 
the west end of this façade and features a metal pipe guard rail. The ramp terminates at a concrete deck that is positioned under a 
concrete canopy supported by the original building’s east façade and two concrete columns. The same metal coping runs along the roof 
line of the south façade.  
 
 
INTERIOR 
 
The main building entrance is accessible from the southeast primary façade, which is a part of the original Phase II addition to the original 
building. The lobby is the first space upon entering the building and is a long, rectangular room situated in an east-west orientation. On 
the east end of the lobby is the dining room and kitchen, while the west and north directions lead to administrative offices. Continuing 
north into the building on the first floor is a large, open office space populated with work desks and cubicles. The second and third floors 
contain administrative offices while the third floor of the Phase II building contains executive offices. The executive reception areas and  
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offices located on the second floor appear to have been remodeled during the same era that the 1990 addition was constructed. There 
is a large boardroom with wood-frame doors with large glass panels that display the original Fresno Bee “FB” monogram that is also 
featured on the metal grills of the 1922 Fresno Bee building. The flooring in the administrative and executive spaces varies from hard tiles 
to composite and carpet tiles. The ceilings are primarily dropped T grid with white acoustic ceiling tiles. The building is not electrified due 
to damage to its operating system, and therefore it was not possible to view all areas of the building in adequate lighting conditions. Only 
flashlights were available to view the interior with some minimal daylighting along the perimeter.  
 
A corridor leads from the north end of the original central building to the 1990 addition. The press bay that houses the printing presses is 
central to this portion of the building. The press bay consists of a concrete floor and expansive walls all the way up to the ceiling situated 
just below the building’s roof line. The presses extend three levels up and are surrounded by a steel catwalk that provides access to all 
sides of the printing presses. From the press bay, there is access to an employee locker room which is lined with red metal lockers on all 
sides within a long rectangular space. The locker room leads to the mail room, which is a completely open industrial space with concrete 
floor. South of the mail room is the newsprint room that is populated with numerous machines for sorting and folding in addition to ink 
tanks. The floors are also concrete and the roof structure and mechanical ducting are exposed.  
 
The newsprint room leads back to the smaller, square, Phase I building which originally housed the newsprint department before it was 
moved to the 1990 addition. There are production offices located upstairs which include plate making, a carpentry shop, and supply 
storage as well as a switchboard room and electrical server room with a raised floor. Some rooms have floors covered in carpet and 
others concrete or asbestos tiles which cover many of the corridor floors. The health unit was located adjacent to the executive offices 
and included a physician’s office. The interior has a mixture of materials and elements that appear original to the Phase I and Phase II 
era, while other areas such as the executive offices and some of the administrative offices appear to have been updated in the 1990s.
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Photo 1. Phase II secondary south façade and southwest portion of the Phase II west façade. 

 

 
 

Photo 2. Phase I and II west façade. 
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Photo 3. Phase I and II east façade, toward southwest. 
 

 
 

Photo 4. Northernmost end of the Phase I and II east façade where Project Eclipse overlaps the original Phase I 
and II portion of the building. View toward northwest. 
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Photo 5. Project Eclipse west façade, toward east. 
 
 

 
 

Photo 6. Westernmost end of the Project Eclipse north façade, toward west. 
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Photo 7. At the easternmost end of the Project Eclipse north façade, toward south. 
 

 
 

Photo 8. Northernmost end of the Project Eclipse east façade, toward west. 
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Photo 9. Central portion of the Project Eclipse east façade showing the loading dock and spur tracks which 
originally connected to the Southern Pacific Railroad, toward west. 

 

 
 

Photo 10. Southernmost end of the Project Eclipse east façade, toward south. 
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Photo 11. Overview of the Phase I and II east façade, toward west with the paved parking area in the 
foreground. 

 

 
 

Photo 12. View of the building (left) which was originally the KMJ Television and Radio station with the east 
end of the Project Eclipse north façade in the foreground, toward east. 
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Photo 13. North façade of the fuel station, toward southeast. 
 

 
 

Photo 14. West façade of the fuel station, toward east. 
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Photo 15. South façade of the fuel station, toward northwest. 
 

 
 

Photo 16. East façade of the fuel station, toward west. 
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Photo 17. South parking lot with original flag poles and lamp posts, toward south. 
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Photo 18. Entrance lobby with 1990s-era furniture, toward north. 
 

 
 

Photo 19. Dining room interior within the southeast corner of the Phase II portion of the building, toward north. 
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Photo 20. View of the first-level open office space with desks, toward southwest. 
 

 
 

Photo 21. View of the first-level open office space with cubicles, toward northwest. 
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Photo 22. First-level training room, toward south. 
 

 
 

Photo 23. Press bay catwalk from first level looking up to the second and top levels, toward east. 
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Photo 24. Print rollers with newspaper, toward south. 
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Photo 25. Newspaper spanning between two presses on the third level, toward southeast. 
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Photo 26. Newsprint room with folding machine in view, toward south. 
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Photo 27. Newsprint ink tanks, toward north. 
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Photo 28. Storage tank, toward north. 
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Photo 29. Second-floor office space, toward northeast. 
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Photo 30. Second-level electrical server room with raised floor, toward west. 
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Photo 31. Executive wing private reception on third level, toward southwest. 
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Photo 32. Executive wing board room doors etched with original Fresno Bee monogram. 
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Photo 33. Executive wing main reception area, toward northwest. 
 

 
 

Photo 34. Physician office on third level, toward northwest. 
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Photo 35. Corridor within the Project Eclipse central block with view through the ribbon glazing, toward 
southwest. 
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Photo 36. Carpentry shop interior, toward east. 
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Photo 37. Switchboard room, toward northeast. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DPR 523N (1/95) *Required Information 
 

  
State of California — The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD 

Primary #  

HRI #       

Trinomial       

 
 

 
Page 32 of 32 

 
*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 

 
Fresno Bee Plant 

Recorded by: J. Padilla-Perez  Date: March 27, 2026 

 

 
 

Photo 38. Platemaking room, toward east. 
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Page 1 of 4  *NRHP Status Code: 3CS and 5S3 
 
 
B1. Historic Name: Fresno Bee Plant  
B2. Common Name: 1626 E Street 
B3. Original Use: Fresno Bee printing productions and administrative offices.  B4.  Present Use: Abandoned  

*B5. Architectural Style: New Formalism 

*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 

  The Phase I building construction began in 1968 and was completed by 1969. Phase II construction began in 1972 and was 
completed by 1973. A new canopy was added in 1979. A new transmission tower was installed for KMJ in 1979. A large 
interior remodel was completed in 1980. Multiple mechanical alterations were completed in 1987. The Project Eclipse 
addition began in 1990 and was completed by 1991.  

 
 

 
 

*B7. Moved? No Yes Unknown Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related Features: 
 
B9a. Architect: Schoenwald, Thomas, Harris, Bode & Blayney with Paul Harris as the architect of record.  
b.  Builder: Harris Construction Co. 
   

*B10. Significance: Communications / Development Theme: Urban Renewal 
Period of Significance: 1972–1981 / 1968–1970  Property Type: Commercial Industrial                 
Applicable Criteria: CRHR 1 and Fresno Local Criterion A  

 (Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address 
integrity.) 

  
 ASM considered whether the Fresno Bee Plant is eligible under any CRHR or Fresno Local Register criteria within the areas 

of significance of Communications and Community Planning and Development, and a sub-theme of Urban Renewal in Fresno.  
 
 Under the theme of Communication, the Fresno Bee has a long history as an influential form of print media in the City of Fresno 

dating back to its establishment in 1922 by founder C.K. McClatchy. The newspaper’s owner, the McClatchy Company, 
expanded its media reach with the establishment of KMJ-Radio station in the same year as the paper was founded, and at a 
time when there were no other radio stations in the Central Valley, making the organization the communication pioneer of the 
region. McClatchy later established the first television broadcast station in the Central Valley region with KMJ-Television in 
1953. When the McClatchy Company moved operations to the Fresno Bee Plant in 1968 it was the only media company in the 
region to have print, radio, and television mediums, creating a trifecta of media outlets. The Fresno Bee Plant incorporated the 
design and construction of a dedicated television and radio station building in addition to the print operations and administrative 
offices. The McClatchy Company’s media influence remained unparalleled in the region until 1981 when it sold KMJ-Television 
to the San Joaquin Community Corporation (SJCC). 

   
 

 (Continued on Page 2)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(This space reserved for official comments.) 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 
 

See DPR J form attached 
 

Jason Carr
Radio or TV?



State of California  The Resources Agency Primary # _________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI# ______________________________________________ 

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
 
Page 4 of 4  Resource Name or #*: Fresno Bee Plant 
*Date of Evaluation: March 27, 2026  

 
DPR 523B-Test (12/93) 

(Continued from Page 1) 
 
The Fresno Bee Plant was developed as a project that was a direct result of the City of Fresno’s Urban Renewal efforts which began 
in the 1950s and continued until 1970 when the federal government discontinued funding the national redevelopment program. 
Although the West Fresno Phase I redevelopment project was not the first urban renewal effort within the city, it was vital for its 
economic revitalization and development as it created numerous jobs and much needed property tax revenue. The City had 
previously implemented the Civic Center and Fulton Mall projects that did not produce the economic results it aspired to, leaving 
assessor tax revenue in a deficit until 1970 when the property tax payment from the Fresno Bee Plant was the primary source of 
revenue gains within a two-year span. The Fresno Bee Plant was one of only two successful urban reneweal projects in the city of 
Fresno, with the Fashion Fair Mall being the second. Given the Fresno Bee Plant building’s association as a pioneer of 
communications in the region, being the first and only media organization to own a print, radio, and television mediums for many 
years, it meets CRHR Criterion 1 and Fresno Local Register Criteria A-1i under the theme of Communications with a period of 
significance of 1969–1981, beginning with the year the Fresno Bee Plant Phase I was completed and the newspaper began 
operations there until the year the McClatchy Company sold KMJ-Television to SJCC, when the influence of its media empire began 
to wane. Additionally, the Fresno Bee Plant meets CRHR Criterion 1 and Fresno Local Register Criteria A-1i for its association with 
the theme of Urban Renewal as defined by the City of Fresno Mid-Century Modernism Historic Context. The building represents the 
most successful example of the City’s development efforts during that era with a period of significance for this theme of 1969–1973, 
beginning with the year the construction of the Fresno Bee Plant Phase I was completed with urban-renewal funding and support 
and ending in the year construction of Phase II was completed, which is the same year that the city ceased development efforts for 
urban renewal. Although the end of the period of significance under the Communications theme partially extends into a period of less 
than 50 years ago, the majority of the period of significance CRHR Criterion 1 and Fresno Local Register Criteria A-1i is more than 
50 years old, and per the CA SHPO’s guidance on CRHR evaluations, ASM’s professional opinion is that sufficient time has passed 
to be able to evaluate this budling within its historic contexts. 
 
As the Fresno Bee Plant building meets the requirements for CRHR Criterion 1 and Fresno Local Register Criteria A-1i, an 
assessment of integrity is required. 
 
Location 
The Fresno Bee Plant remains in the location where it was originally constructed from 1968 to 1972. It has not been moved or 
relocated, and therefore it retains integrity of location. 
 
Design 
The building’s original design remains largely intact as evidence by comparison to the architect’s as-built drawings. Although there 
have been some alterations which include the installation of the shade canopies on the east façade in 1979, an interior remodel in 
1980, mechanical alterations in 1987, and the large-scale Project Eclipse addition and another interior remodel in 1990, the original 
design is still clearly evident. Nearly all of the character-defining features from the Phase I and Phase II building design remain, such 
as the heavy projecting roof slab, “Stonehenge” columns, louvered panels, aluminum-frame glazing system, and even the parking 
lot light fixtures. The 1990 Project Eclipse addition does not detract from the original design of the Fresno Bee Plant and is 
complementary in its scale and mass. It is recognizable as a distinctly contemporary structure, and its design could be said to meet 
the Secretary of the Interior’s (SOI) Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, specifically the Rehabilitation approach. 
Additionally, the interior floor plan remains fairly the same as the original design based on a comparison of the original building plans. 
Therefore, the Fresno Bee Plant retains integrity of design. 
 
Setting 
The Fresno Bee Plant remains within a light commercial zone which was the original use of the property and surrounding area when 
the City demolished and rezoned the area for redevelopment in the 1960s. The building was the first commercial project in the area, 
and aerial photographs show that the streets, sidewalks, and commercial buildings that remain extant today developed around the 
Fresno Bee Plant during and shortly after its construction. Additionally, the adjacent and associated television station (now owned 
by ABC) remains in its original location as does the Fuel Facility. As such the building has integrity of setting. 
 
Materials 
The original materials are largely still extant including cement-panel cladding, marblecrete surface, and blue glasweld panels, even 
those that have not been manufactured for many years such as the glasweld panels. The marblecrete finish, in addition to the 
glasweld, is characteristic of the 1960s time period and they remain visible today in very good condition. Therefore, the building 
retains integrity of materials. 
 
 
 
 
 

Jason Carr
I’m finding this is now owned by Nexstar and is an NBC affiliate.
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Workmanship 
The excellent workmanship and high-quality craftsmanship used to construct the building is evidenced by condition of the building’s 
design, features and materials. The materials used have proven to be resilient and installed in a manner that would ensure the 
building’s longevity. The Fresno Bee Plant building therefore retains integrity of workmanship. 
 
Feeling 
With such minor alterations, the Fresno Bee Plant continues to convey its original design intent and components. The site plan, 
including the south and east parking lots, landscaping and light posts also remain. Any person that may have worked at the building 
when it was originally constructed would easily recognize it today. It continued to be used as the Fresno Bee’s offices and printing 
facility until very recently in 2016, when it was sold to the current owner; the office furniture, printing presses, and ephemera remain 
today. As such, the building retains integrity of feeling. 
 
Association 
The Fresno Bee Plant continues to convey its historical association with its original function as the home of the local newspaper and 
radio and television stations, as well as an example of Urban Renewal development in Fresno. Therefore, the building retains integrity 
of association  
 
Therefore, as the Fresno Bee Plant is a significant representation of the theme of Urban Renewal as defined by the City of Fresno 
Mid-Century Modernism Historic Context and the theme of Communication as the headquarters of the McClatchy Company, a major 
local media company, with a period of significance of 1968–1981, and the building retains overall integrity to that period of 
significance, the Fresno Bee Plant is recommended eligible under CRHR Criterion 1 and Fresno Local Register Criteria A-1i. 
The Fresno Bee Plant therefore also meets the definition of a CEQA historical resource. 
 
Under CRHR Criterion 12 and Fresno Local Register Criteria A-1ii, the most significant individuals associated with the building are 
C.K. McClatchy, founder of the Fresno Bee, and Carlos McClatchy, his son who founded KMJ Radio and KMJ Television. Research 
did not reveal any other notable individuals that made a profound impact to the history of the nation, the state of California, or the 
City of Fresno that the Fresno Bee Plant would be associated with. While the McClatchy father and son are unarguably important 
individuals in the region and locally in the city, the original Fresno Bee building constructed in 1922 is directly associated with the 
founding individuals. It is where the Fresno Bee began and operated for many years until the construction of the Fresno Bee Plant 
in 1968 by which time the senior McClatchy was retired and the KMJ radio and television stations had long been established. As 
such, the Fresno Bee Plant is recommended not eligible under CRHR Criterion 2, nor is it eligible for local designation under Fresno 
Local Criteria A-1ii.  
 
ASM considered whether the Fresno Bee Plant is eligible under CRHR Criterion 3 or Fresno Local Criterion A-1iii. Original building 
plans show that the architectural firm of Schoenwald, Thomas, Harris, Bode & Blayney was responsible for the design of the 1968–
1972 Fresno Bee Plant Phase I and II projects. The partners of the firm were Paul Schoenwald, AIA, Will Thomas, AIA, Paul Harris, 
AIA, Harry Bode, AIA, and James Blayney, MSPE. Additionally, they were all partners at the legacy firm of Wagner & Associates, 
which was founded by master architect Walter Wagner. The project team was behind the design for the Fresno County Courthouse 
constructed in 1966, designed in the New Formalism style. In the same year that the courthouse construction was completed, the 
team split from Wagner to form their own practice while Wagner partnered with Martin Temple in a new partnership. Paul Harris is 
noted as the architect of record for the Fresno County Courthouse as well as the Fresno Bee Plant. However, he is not included in 
the list of master architects in the City of Fresno Mid-Century Modernism Historic Context.  
 
The original Fresno Bee Plant (Phase I and II) building was designed in the New Formalism style which was popular for civic and 
commercial architecture from 1950–1970. The building displays the following character-defining features of the style as defined in 
the City of Fresno Mid-Century Modernism Historic Context: heavy projecting roof slab, colonnade of stylized full height columnar 
supports evident in the “Stonehenge” columns, and large panels of cast concrete which clad the exterior of the building. Although 
the building has some stylistic elements, there are other examples in Fresno that display a more masterful New Formalism design 
such as the Fresno County Courthouse (Wagner & Associates 1966) and the Midland Savings & Loan building (Eugene Houghman, 
AIA 1965). Additionally, the Fresno County Courthouse is a much better example of the style and therefore a more masterful work 
by Harris and his associates, Thomas, Bode, Blayney, and Schoenwald. As such, the Fresno Bee Plant is not considered to be the 
work of a master architect or architectural firm, nor does it display highly masterful characteristics of the New Formalism architectural 
style. Therefore, the Fresno Bee Plant is recommended not eligible under CRHR Criterion 3, nor is it eligible under Fresno Local 
Criteria A-1iii.  
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The Fresno Bee Plant building is recommended not eligible under CRHR Criterion 4 and under Fresno Local Register Criterion A-
1iv. It is a common property type that does not have the potential to provide information about history or prehistory that is not available 
through historic research. 
 
ASM considered whether the Fresno Bee Plant could be eligible as a contributor to a larger historic district of the surrounding 
neighborhood. ASM did not identify any extant historic district of which this property would be a part, nor was an intact historic district 
identified during its site visit to the property and windshield survey of the neighborhood. As such, ASM recommends the Fresno Bee 
Plant building not eligible for the CRHR or Fresno Local Register as a contributor to a historic district. 
 
.  
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  

 
*B12. References: See full references in: 

 ASM Affiliates. HRTR Department of Public Utilities Operations & Maintenance Building Demolition. Prepared for City of 
Fresno. 2026 

 
 
 

B13. Remarks:   
 
*B14. Evaluator: Jacqueline Padilla-Perez, MDS Historic Preservation, ASM Affiliates 
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Matt Decarlo

From: NAHC@NAHC <NAHC@nahc.ca.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 9, 2026 12:36 PM
To: Matt Decarlo
Cc: Lin, Mathew@NAHC
Subject: RE: Sacred Lands File Search Request - Fresno Bee Demolition Project (1220117057; 02; 

02.1)
Attachments: SLF Review - Fresno Bee Demo.pdf

Hello, 
 
Thank you for your message. We’re in receipt of your project. Our turn-around time is approximately 2 
weeks, and we don’t anticipate responding sooner than that timeframe. Our response will be delivered by 
email. Please let us know if you have any questions.  
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Native American Heritage Commission  
1550 Harbor Blvd Suite 100 
West Sacramento, CA 95691 
Phone: 916-373-3710   

 
 
 
 
From: Matt Decarlo <Matt.Decarlo@weareharris.com>  
Sent: Monday, March 9, 2026 12:19 PM 
To: NAHC@NAHC <NAHC@nahc.ca.gov> 
Subject: Sacred Lands File Search Request - Fresno Bee Demolition Project (1220117057; 02; 02.1) 
 
Hello, 
Harris & Associates is conducting a cultural resources inventory for the proposed Fresno Bee Demolition 
Project in Fresno, CA. May I please request a search of the Sacred Lands File for the project and a 
contact list of regionally aƯiliated Native American representatives. Attached you will find a Project 
description, a request form, and a project map at 1:24,000 scale.  
 
Please let me know if there is any other information you require for this request. 
Thank you. 
 
MaƩhew M. DeCarlo, M.A., RPA 
Principal Archaeologist 
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Office: 1.619.481.5019 
Mobile: 1.619.753.4277 
www.WeAreHarris.com 
 



 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA         Gavin Newsom, Governor 

 

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION 
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March 17, 2026 
 
Matt DeCarlo 
Harris & Associates  
 
Via Email to: matt.decarlo@weareharris.com 
 
 
Re: Fresno Bee Demolition Project, Fresno County 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern:  
  
As requested, a search of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File 
(SLF) was completed based on information submitted for the above referenced project.  The 
results were negative. Be aware that tribes do not always record their sacred sites in the SLF, nor 
are they required to do so. As such, an SLF search is not a substitute for consultation with all 
tribes that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with a project’s geographic area.  
 
Attached is a list of Native American tribes that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with the 
project’s geographic area. Please contact all of the listed tribes as they may have information 
about sacred sites within the project area that is not listed with the NAHC.  
 
If within two weeks of notification, a response has not been received, the Commission requests 
that you follow up with a telephone call or email to ensure that the project information was 
received.   
 
If you receive notification of a change of address or phone number from a tribe, please inform 
the NAHC so that we can assure that our lists contain current information.  
 
In addition to engaging in tribal consultation, you should consult the appropriate regional 
California Historical Research Information System (CHRIS) information center to determine 
whether it has information regarding the presence of recorded archaeological sites within the 
project area.  
 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at 
Mathew.lin@nahc.ca.gov.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Mathew Lin, MPP 
Cultural Resources Analyst 
 
Attachment 
 
 

 
 

 
 

CHAIRPERSON 
Reginald Pagaling 
Chumash 
 
 
VICE-CHAIRPERSON 
Buffy McQuillen 
Yokayo Pomo, Yuki, 
Nomlaki 
 
 
SECRETARY 
Isaac Bojorquez 
Ohlone-Costanoan 
 
 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 
Wayne Nelson 
Luiseño 
 
 
COMMISSIONER 
Sara Dutschke 
Miwok 
 

 
COMMISSIONER 
Stanley Rodriguez 
Kumeyaay 
 

 
COMMISSIONER 
Bennae Calac 
Pauma-Yuima Band of 
Luiseño Indians 
 
 
COMMISSIONER 
Vacant 
 

 
COMMISSIONER 
Vacant 
 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
Andrew Alejandre 
Paskenta Band of 
Nomlaki Indians 
 
NAHC HEADQUARTERS 
1550 Harbor Boulevard  
Suite 100 
West Sacramento, 
California 95691 
(916) 373-3710 
nahc@nahc.ca.gov 
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Matt Decarlo

From: ORG-SSJVIC <ssjvic@csub.edu>
Sent: Monday, March 9, 2026 12:28 PM
To: Matt Decarlo
Cc: Andrew Talbert
Subject: Re: Records Search Request - Fresno Bee Demolition Project (#1220117057; 02.1)

Received.  
 
Celeste M. Thomson, Coordinator (she/her/hers) 
Southern San Joaquin Valley Information Center 
California State University, Bakersfield 
Mail Stop: 72DOB 
9001 Stockdale Highway 
Bakersfield, CA 93311-1022 
Telephone: (661) 654-2289 
www.csub.edu/ssjvic 
 
NOTE: The SSJVIC is now responding to record search requests for San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara 
Counties. In-house appointments for these two counties are not yet available. 

From: Matt Decarlo <Matt.Decarlo@weareharris.com> 
Sent: Monday, March 9, 2026 11:20 AM 
To: ORG-SSJVIC <ssjvic@csub.edu> 
Cc: Andrew Talbert <Andrew.Talbert@weareharris.com> 
Subject: Records Search Request - Fresno Bee Demolition Project (#1220117057; 02.1)  
  
This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender  
You have not previously corresponded with this sender.  
 
Report Suspicious  
 
  
Hello, 
Harris & Associates is conducting a cultural resources inventory for the Fresno Bee Demolition Project in 
the City of Fresno, CA. May I please request a rush records search for the project and ½-mile buffer. 
Attached you will find the Confidential Request Form, a map of the project area and buffer, and a zip file 
containing the project area and buffer shapefiles. 
  
Please let me know if there is any additional information that you need to complete this request. 
Thank you. 
  
Matthew M. DeCarlo, M.A., RPA 
Principal Archaeologist 
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Office: 1.619.481.5019 
www.WeAreHarris.com 
  



 
3/16/2026        
                                             
Matthew DeCarlo  
Harris & Associates, Inc.          
2375 Northside Drive, Suite 125     
San Diego, CA 92108   
    
Re: Fresno Bee Demolition (1220117057; 02.1)    
Records Search File No.:  26-115 
 
The Southern San Joaquin Valley Information Center received your record search request for the project area 
referenced above, located on Fresno South USGS 7.5’ quad. The following reflects the results of the record search 
for the project area and the 0.25 mile radius:  
 
As indicated on the data request form, the locations of resources and reports are provided in the following 
format:  ☐ Custom GIS Maps   ☒ GIS Data     ☐ Hand Drawn Maps (Inyo County Only) 

   
Resources within project area: None 
Resources within 0.25 mile radius: P-10-003930, 004243, 004920, 004921, 004922, 004923, 006525, 006526, 

007256, 007257, 007258 
Reports within project area: FR-02076 
Reports within 0.25 mile radius: FR-00135, 00249, 00250, 01640, 01694, 02002, 02287, 02718, 02722, 

02896 
NOTE: Report locations in the search radius were omitted, per the CHRIS Data Request Form. 

Resource Database Printout (list):  ☒ enclosed   ☐ not requested   ☐ nothing listed   

Resource Database Printout (details):   ☒ enclosed   ☐ not requested   ☐ nothing listed   

Resource Digital Database Records:    ☒ enclosed   ☐ not requested   ☐ nothing listed   

Report Database Printout (list):   ☒ enclosed   ☐ not requested   ☐ nothing listed   

Report Database Printout (details):   ☒ enclosed   ☐ not requested   ☐ nothing listed    

Report Digital Database Records:    ☒ enclosed   ☐ not requested   ☐ nothing listed   

Resource Record Copies:   ☒ enclosed   ☐ not requested   ☐ nothing listed ☒ not available 

Report Copies:     ☒ enclosed   ☐ not requested   ☐ nothing listed  ☒ not available 

   Note:  
OHP Built Environment Resources Directory: ☒ enclosed   ☐ not requested   ☐ nothing listed   

OHP Archaeological Resources Directory: ☒ enclosed   ☐ not requested   ☐ nothing listed   

CA Inventory of Historic Resources (1976):  ☐ enclosed   ☐ not requested   ☒ nothing listed  

  



 

The SSJVIC does not have the following sources on file. However, several are available on the OHP website: 

• Caltrans Bridge Survey  
• Ethnographic Information 
• Historical Literature 
• Historical Maps 
• Local Inventories 
• GLO and/or Rancho Plat Maps  
• Shipwreck Inventory 
• Soil Survey Maps   

Please forward a copy of any resulting reports from this project to the office as soon as possible.  Due to the 
sensitive nature of archaeological site location data, we ask that you do not include resource location maps and 
resource location descriptions in your report if the report is for public distribution. If you have any questions 
regarding the results presented herein, please contact the office at the phone number listed above. 
 
The provision of CHRIS Data via this records search response does not in any way constitute public disclosure of 
records otherwise exempt from disclosure under the California Public Records Act or any other law, including, but 
not limited to, records related to archeological site information maintained by or on behalf of, or in the 
possession of, the State of California, Department of Parks and Recreation, State Historic Preservation Officer, 
Office of Historic Preservation, or the State Historical Resources Commission. 
 
Due to processing delays and other factors, not all of the historical resource reports and resource records that 
have been submitted to the Office of Historic Preservation are available via this records search. Additional 
information may be available through the federal, state, and local agencies that produced or paid for historical 
resource management work in the search area. Additionally, Native American tribes have historical resource 
information not in the CHRIS Inventory, and you should contact the California Native American Heritage 
Commission for information on local/regional tribal contacts. 
 
Should you require any additional information for the above referenced project, reference the record search 
number listed above when making inquiries.  Invoices for Information Center services will be sent under separate 
cover from the California State University, Bakersfield Accounting Office. 

 
Thank you for using the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS). 
 
Sincerely,   
 
 
Celeste M. Thomson 
Coordinator 

https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28065


From: Matt Decarlo
To: Matt Decarlo
Bcc: "aerieways@aol.com"; "2deedominguez@gmail.com"; "canutes@verizon.net"; "huskanam@gmail.com";

"council@chukchansi-nsn.gov"; "mmotola@chukchansi-nsn.gov"; "council@tcouncil.org"; "mhcordova@tmr.org";
"rpennell@tmr.org"; "kerri.vera@tulerivertribe-nsn.gov"; "felix.christman@tulerivertribe-nsn.gov";
"kwood8934@aol.com"

Subject: Tribal Information Request for the Fresno Bee Demolition Project
Date: Wednesday, March 25, 2026 11:00:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Fresno Bee Demolition Tribal Outreach_.pdf
Figure 1.pdf

Hello Tribal representative,
Harris & Associates is conducting a cultural resources inventory for the Fresno Bee
Demolition Project. The Native American Heritage Commission conducted a Sacred
Lands File search which was negative for the presence of sacred lands. They included
your name on their contact list. I am writing as part of the cultural resources inventory
process to find out if you, or your tribal community, have any knowledge of cultural
resources or places that may be impacted by the proposed project. Please see the
attached letter and map for project details, personalized copies of which have been
mailed to you via USPS. This request is to enrich the cultural resources inventory and
does not constitute formal government to government consultation.
 
Thank you for your time.
 
Matthew M. DeCarlo, M.A., RPA
Principal Archaeologist

Office: 1.619.481.5019
Mobile: 1.619.753.4277
www.WeAreHarris.com
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o | Harris & Associates






 


2375 Northside Drive, Suite 125, San Diego, CA 92108   ◼   p: 925.827.4900   ◼   f: 866.356.0998   ◼   WeAreHarris.com 


 
March 19, 2026 
 
 
RE: Sacred Lands Information Request for the Fresno Bee Demolition Project (1220117057) 
 
Tribal Representative: 
 
Harris & Associates is conducting a cultural resources inventory for the Fresno Bee Demolition Project 
located at 1626 E Street in Fresno, California. The City of Fresno proposes to sell the property when 
demolition activities are completed. The building was constructed in 1970 and therefore is more than 
50 years of age and must be documented and evaluated for eligibility in the California Register of 
Historic Resources and the City’s Historic Register. 
 
The project site is located at 1626 E Street in Fresno, California (Figure 1). It consists of a single 
building surrounded by existing commercial structures, with the ground surface primarily covered in 
concrete. The site is bordered by commercial developments to the north, south, and west. To the 
northeast, the adjacent area appears to be a small partially developed dirt lot; however, additional 
commercial buildings are located beyond that. The project site has been fully developed previously. 
 
The Native American Heritage Commission conducted a Sacred Lands File search which was 
negative for the presence of sacred lands. They included your name on their contact list. I am writing 
as part of the cultural inventory process to find out if you, or your tribal community, have any knowledge 
of cultural resources or places that may be impacted by the proposed project. Please note that this 
does not constitute formal government to government consultation. 
  
If you have information regarding cultural resources within or adjacent to the project or if you have any 
concerns pertaining to the sharing of such information, please contact me by email or phone. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Matthew DeCarlo, Principal Archaeologist 
matt.decarlo@weareharris.com 
619-753-4277 
 
Attachment 


Figure 1 – USGS Topographic Map 



mailto:matt.decarlo@weareharris.com
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Fresno Bee Demolition Project


USGS Topographic Map


Source: USGS 7.5 Minute Fresno South Quadrangle, 1981.
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Matt Decarlo

From: Admin Support <aerieways@aol.com>
Sent: Saturday, March 28, 2026 2:09 PM
To: Matt Decarlo
Cc: Alec Apodaca; Tyler Suttle
Subject: Re: Tribal Information Request for the Fresno Bee Demolition Project
Attachments: Fresno Bee Demolition Tribal Outreach_.pdf; Figure 1.pdf

Good day Matt, 
 
Fresno is outside of our Traditional Tribal Territory. We have no additional comments. 
 
Ed Ketchum, Chair 
Amah Mutsun Tribal Band 
 
 
On Wednesday, March 25, 2026 at 11:00:41 AM PDT, Matt Decarlo <matt.decarlo@weareharris.com> wrote:  

 
 
Hello Tribal representative, 
Harris & Associates is conducting a cultural resources inventory for the Fresno Bee Demolition Project. 
The Native American Heritage Commission conducted a Sacred Lands File search which was negative 
for the presence of sacred lands. They included your name on their contact list. I am writing as part of 
the cultural resources inventory process to find out if you, or your tribal community, have any 
knowledge of cultural resources or places that may be impacted by the proposed project. Please see 
the attached letter and map for project details, personalized copies of which have been mailed to you 
via USPS. This request is to enrich the cultural resources inventory and does not constitute formal 
government to government consultation. 
  
Thank you for your time. 
  
Matthew M. DeCarlo, M.A., RPA 
Principal Archaeologist 

 
Office: 1.619.481.5019 
Mobile: 1.619.753.4277 
www.WeAreHarris.com 
  





 Appendices 

Draft HRTR Fresno Bee Plant 

APPENDIX C 

Building Plans 
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