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I. What is a Specific 
Plan?



What is a Specific Plan?

A specific plan is a comprehensive long-range planning tool used to 
guide future development within a defined area.

- Link between the General Plan and Plan Areas
- Assess community needs at a nearer scale
- Focused CEQA review to streamline projects
- Tool for partnerships, strategies, and funding

State requirements: GC § 65451 (mini-General Plan)



II. Tower District 
Specific Plan
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1991

• Historic Preservation
• Land Use
• Open Space
• Circulation
• Infrastructure
• Implementation



Key Circulation Issues From 1991

• Proposed Route 180: barrier between Tower and Downtown, 
blight, highway commercial uses

• Redesignating two-way traffic on one-ways.
• Parking for cars and bikes.
• No widening Olive Ave.
• Reduce the dominant role of the automobile.



III. Outreach and 
Engagement



OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

• Implementation Committee
meetings

• Subcommittee meetings
• Public outreach video
• First-in-kind standalone City website

for Plan update
• Public survey
• Two public workshops
• Canvassing
• Mailers/letters
• Pop-up events
• Tower Rocks



IV. Draft Plan Update



Draft Specific Plan Public 
Comment Period



Draft Specific Plan Guiding Principles



Chapter 5 - Circulation



V. Timeline



Timeline and Next Steps

City Council Initiation: November 7, 2024
• Allows environmental review process to begin to analyze potential impacts 
• Once environmental analysis is complete, the Plan update will be presented 

to the City Council for final recommendation
Environmental Analysis
• Environmental analysis: Summer 2024 – Fall 2025 (assuming an Environmental 

Impact Report)



VI. Questions & 
Comments
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